
MAXINKUCKEE 
GOLF COURSE 
INCLUDED ON 

NATIONAL REGISTER 
As a part of the East Shore Lake 

Max inkuckee Historic Di str ict, th e 
Max inkuckee Country Club has been placed 
on the ational Regist er of Historic Places. [t 
is the onl y golf course in the state of In diana to 
be so honored and we plan to ded icate the golf 
course as part of the festiviti es on Jul y 11 at 
the beginning of the Ice Cream Soc iaL .. (See 
Ice Cream Social) 

In Ju ne of 1908 the fo llowi ng articl e 
appeared in the Cul ver newspaper: 

PORTLEDGE GOLF LINKS 
Th e golf course Iy illg e{lsl of 

Porlledge CO l/age was opell ed lasf 
week by Chas E. Coffill, Ihe oWlle,; 
assisted by M ,: Zimll1e/; Ihe slale golf 
challlpion, R eI'. Jam es D. Sianley and 
Kennelh Ogle, in an 18 110 Ie foursome. 

The links comp,:ise a field of 
fiji een acres adjoining Pori ledge on 
Ih e easl and Ih ere are six holes in the 
course wilh a lolal dislance of 1500 
yards. Th e grounds are rolling and 
Ih ere are a number of nalural h(/zards 
Ihal make the links sufficienlly sporty 
and inleresling. 

The course is being llsed daily 
by Ih e golIplayers on Ih e Easl side and 
all pronounce il a mosl valu(/ble m ldi­
lion 10 Ih e al/raclions of Ih e lake. II is 
proposed fo have a golf lournamenl 
on Ih e lillks some lime in Ih e near 
iii lu re. 

June, 1908 

HISTORICAL 
MARKERS 

ON EAST SHORE 
That part of the East hare whi ch 

has been li sted in the Indiana State Register 
of Historic Sites and Structures is now dis­
tingui shed by an hi stori cal marker at each 
end ur the district. A good- Iouki ng brass sign 
(see picture) is located just north of 2802 
East Shore and at 742 East Shore. Noti ce 
them as you drive by and give yourself a pat 
on the back for making it happen. 

The wonderfu l drawings are from a letter writ ­
ten to Mr. Charl es E. Coffin on February 2 .. L 
191 8. Mary Jo Bradl ey, \"'hose ext ensive and 
unique col lection of fami ly memorabilia con­
tains the lett er, does not remember who W.A. 
Ireland , the writer of the letter was, but he had 
visited at th e lake for several days and wrote 
th at " I have made a spring inspection of th e 
golf course." Aft er making obse rvat ions about 
some of the holes. he concludes: 

"II gm'e 111 (' (f might, · ilchillg liS I 
s iood Ihere \I 'ulchillg lit e hall ill Illy 
milld 's eye, sail (}\Ier Ih e course, (f ilii I 
Ihoughl Ihal I'd hel/er wrife Coffin 
aboul il. " 

The Country Club has grown much since th en 
and we join the members in proud sa lute to 
their inclusion on the Nati onal Regist er. 

"" . . ' . 
.... ~.::"!.-'--



"fhe Lake Association 
Celebrates 50 Years 
Congratli lati ons to the Lake Maxinkuckee 

!\ssllci:ltion i'l1r 50 years o r promoting the quality of life 
around our lake. Not onl y has it served the people who have 
come to enjoy the lake, it has acted to protect the natural 
cnvironmcnt of the area. It has been the greatest kind of 
CUlll Jlluni t y organizat ion because the people who beneri t the 
most from the activities are the ones who support it finan­
cially and ac tively in it 's projects, which allows it to success. 

To celeb rate th e anniversary of th e association a his­
tory has been compiled and is included in the 1 ()99 directo­
ry. 

In IiN7 an association was formed in response to 
conccrns similar to our conccrns toda y. This orgaJlization 
was active into thc 2Uth century but seclIls to have bCCOJIlC 
in :lctivc at somc point. 

The rollmving are exce rpts of the annual meeting of 
the Maxcnkuckcc Association on August IH , lH9() at the 
Palmcr Iiousc as published in the Culver City Herald and 
subsequently reprinted in the Nostalgia Column of th e 
Clilver Citizl'n. (Maxl' nkuckce was the accepted spelling at 
that time): 

" To prolllote the illterest of Lake 
M({xellkllckee, illeludillg all mailers such ({s 
sOlli tatioll, good roadways around the lake, 
Il'alks a!ld shade Irees Oil the lake FOllt, jlsh 
cliiture etc., the cOllagers formed the 
Maxellkll ckee Associatio/l two year ago, a/ld 
SOOIl ill eluded (///10Ilg its mem!Jers a lIulIlher of 
/1lIl>lic spiriled citizells of Cull'er City, who 
IIp/)reciute th([t Iheir illlerests ([re III II til ({I wilh 
lliose of llie co llagers. 

Tlie secretary's report shOll 'S ({ lII elll­
Iwrslii/) of 53 III CIII hers. 

O/jlccrs selected for tli e lIell ' year lire: 
OllU SI('cli/J(/II, /I/(liw/{/polis, presidcllt ; W 7: 
\ I 'i/.WII, Loglil/.\'jJort, secrcwr)'; Will. F. Klilill , 
/Ildillll(/polis, Ire({surer; Ed Morris ({lid H.M. 
S/JC'.\'L'I; Cilil'er Cil)" residclII I/1cl/lhcrs of llie 
('.H'culil'c COll llllillce. 

AII/Ollg olhcr IIIC({Sures adopted, il W({S 
resoil 'ed 10 ell/p/o)' a p({lro/l/1ell j()r lli e elllire 
YC{II : 

Membership dues were jixed al $2.00 
per (1I1I11I1Il. 

A reso /ulioll was offered alld carried 
directillg o/jlcers 10 secllre ifpossi/J/e a sp eci([l 
rcduccd role for lli e /Ollg dis(({lIce Idep/lOll e 
sen'ice II ' i(1i (li e I ' i e l l' or il/ducil/g co llogcrs (0 

/)('('O/I/e sllhscrilwrs 10 II/(' /out! exc//(/nge. 
Consi(/eJ'(1h/e in I ('J'es I II '(/S o/so 

('.\j)J'('sset/ !J.\' l 'o riolls II I ('IIi/WI'S in yoell(ing, ontl 
t/niring Ille IIo/ding or (lie regollo 01 (1/1 eor/)' 
dll/C. nil.' 1I1('C'ling 11'lIS 111(' hesl in (Il l' IIistory of 
Ihe Mo.\'enkllckee Associolion. 

I 
The Ice Cream Socia 

Let's Do It Again! 
Step Back To 1900 

We were encouraged by the success of the I e Cream 
Socia l three years ago to do it again this summer. The com­
mittees are hard at work and Lynne Overmyer, Jennifer Shea 
and Jo Dugger have put their heads together to plan another 
pleasant and interesting afternoon for the whole f mily on 
the shores of Lake Maxinkuckee on July II. 

We'll serve ice cream, of course, wi th cookies and 
Cokes. A four piece jazz band will play dur ing the afternoon, 
to accompany th e socia li z ing and the old-fashioned chil­
dren's ga mes. We plan to re-create a turn of the century 
game of lawn tennis. Those of you who can dres~ up in a 
timely fashion will help make the afternoo n a nostalgic and 
a pretty affair. 

We hope to have some old boats on display, as well 
as old cars, but need help if we are going to accomplish this. 
Anyone who can help with a car or boat should contact 
Jennifer Shea, K42-23 II . If you know any old-fashioned 
eh i ldren 's ga mes or have equ i pment fo r a ga m , let J 0 

Dugger know at 842-2770. Old tennis rackets or costumes? 
Ca ll Agnes Bramfeld at H42-2477. 

At one-thirty on July 11 , immediate ly before the 
Social, we wi ll dedicate the go lf course. A foursom e con­
sisting of Buck Bradley and hi s daughter, w ith two more 
players yet to be signed up, will play holes one and two and 
we hope many of you will be in the gall ery. At two o'clock 
the Ice Cream Social wi ll begin across East Shore Drive on 
the Bradley-Peacock and Apple law ns and maybe some 
neighboring lawns as wel l. The party wi ll end at five o'clock 
and the cost per family is $10.00. 

Live in the past. Plan to be with us on Jul 11 and 
bring your family and friends. 

LAY A BRICK THIS SUMMER 
You can still have a brick laid in Heritage Pnrk with 

any name you would like to honor. To order, contact Lynn 
Overmyer at Overm yer's Soft Water, Pam at Fisher & Co., 
or Bick 's Flicks. The bricks are $50 and $100 depending on 
the size. Take the time to read the bricks already underfoot 
at Heritage Park they make a very handsome ce lebration of 
family and friends. 

NEW NEWSLETTER 
We are trying to make our Newslett er so interesting 

to members that you wi ll be g lad to see it arrive in the mail. 
To help us in this effort yo u can make suggesti ons, writ e let ­
ters to the ed itors, submit articles, and even offe r critic isms. 
We're all new at this and will welcome your input. Ca ll 
Agnes Bramfeld, News Ed it or, or Jo Dugge r, Feature Editor. 
(If you've read the entire Newsletter, you'll know our phone 
numbers). 



Porter Had No Peer For 
Pure Charm 

By TOMMY HENDRICKS 

A lthough Co le had desecrated the sacred pi ano stoo l o f th e 
Peerl ess by sitting on it in his wet bathing trucks, only a few years 
later he found himse lf elected to occupy th at throne by unanimous 
pl ebisc ite. No longer did Capt. Crook menace him, for he had 
beco me Cole's most ardent admirer, in fac t, hi s chief cl aque. 

" When that kid plays th e pi-ana everyone r ides and rid es on 
the stea mer just like it didn ' t coa t 'em 10 ce nts an hOUL But they 
don ' t look at the scenery no longer - they j ust li sten to him play and 
sing. A t leas!. they call it singin ' but to me it ain ' t no more than just 
talking to music. But some o f th e songs arc awfull y funn y, and some­
times aw full y pretty." 

Thus did the master o f the Pee rl ess vo ice his deep musical 
apprec iati on of o le's v irtuos it y. 

In remarkab ly few summers w e found ourselves not just 
kids any longer, but reall y grow n up. Co le was 16, I was 15. Co le had 
been sent East to prep schoo l, and my famil y had moved to 
Ind ianapolis. We continued to go to the lake each summer and usu­
all y Cole was there, either vi siting me or some o f his Peru friends. 
Suddenl y and most surprising ly we found that turtl e-hunting wasn ' t 
the greatest thing in life. Fi shing was ju st as much fun as ever. but 
so me how girls became sort o f essential for a good time - even for a 
good sa il - that is, o f course, except in a heavy w ind when " I e were 
out to g ive my boat, the Araby, th e works. 

Soon too, we found that the Academy dances were sort of 
fun - and I guess it w as because g irls were there, too . The sense o f 
ri valry for the attenti on o f g irls grew kee ner each summer. I could 
hold my own with Co le prett y w ell during the daytime; I could sw im 
fas ter than Co le and I pl ayed w inning tennis. Co le didn ' t ca re for 
tennis at al l. I was one o f the best " k id" sa ilors, hav ing been taught 
how to j ibe a ca tboat almost as soo n as I knew how to sw im the 
craw l. So during the daytime I could compete w ith Co le. But w hen 
night came it was different - at moonl ight sa il ing I performed okay, 
but sooner or later Co le would get into the v ic init y o f a pi ano, and 
it was all over for th e rest o f us. Gone were my " ga ls"; gone were all 
the gal s - Co le had them all under their sk in . 

"Oh, Co le, sing us " The Spani ard Who Blighted M y Life" 
j ust once more, w as their fervent plea . 

Co le ran th rough the whole f ield o f popular songs, starting 
w ith the so ng hits of the current seaso n and work ing back to Gilbert 
and Sulli va n and so metimes to the o ld Eng lish ball ads and drin k ing 
songs. 

As the roads we re sandy and the motor ca rs o f' thllse days 
uncertain and temperamental , we went to th e dances in boa ts, most 
often the fai thful o ld Peerl ess. Going to the dances Co le played the 
piano just to pass the time, but it was on the trip bac k aft er midnight 
that he reall y pl ayed. Every thing was still except the piano and the 
pounding o f the engine, and o le's one- toned vo ice. Capl. Crook 
was right - Cole's singing vo ice was terribl e, merely a toneless talk­
ing affair ; but the entire energy o f his sl ight fram e, his keen eyes, hi s 
changing fac ial express ions and his sl y, humorous as ides made his 
act. After the first so ng the crowd and the rest o f th e evening we re 
his. 

TII ESE OPEN-A IR rec it als took stamina. but ifanyo ne had 
to ld me that they took more energy than a fi ve-set tennis match, or a 
mil e swim, I wo uld have said he was crazy. How all that powe r was 
generated in hi s I ~() - pound frame is a wonder. As he played he had 
to get his rh y thm paced so it could cllmpete with the ri se above the 

p\l unding and throbhing o f the engine. Thu s he played steadil y I'rom 
the time we left the academy pie r until we c irc led the lake and 1;l nd­
cd at our home dock, o ft en at :2 o'c lock in the Illorning. By th at t il1lc 
not only did the youngsters crowd around the pi ano as they do IH1\\ 
w hen some favorite docs a spec ial so lo hit at a j am sessil1 n. bu t thc 
older I'o lk had boa rded the boa t at the va ri ous land ings j ust ttl il car 
Co le play. Th.ere arc always pl ent y of good mu sicia ns at any summer 
resort - Illany of them at M axi nkuckee alone w ho p layed thc pialH1 
better than Co le, but Co le was a natural show man and he had scc n 
the best there was in show manship from hi s earliest days in Peru . 
And although showmanship may take on a form for th e ew Y\)J'k 
stage different from that o f the c ircus rin g. basica ll y and fund amen­
tall y it 's all one and the same - Cole had neve r forgott en. ne\ '(' r 
underestimated and never neg lected that f ine art. 

Unconsc iously, Co le lea rn ed to acco mmodate his piano 
play ing to the steady, lunging rh y thm u l' the Peerless as it dn1Vc I'ull 
speed ahead, reve rsed. or slow- timed according to the pro fi c icnt 
directi ons o f Capt. Crook. Plenty has been w ritt en about thc unusu­
al timing o f Co le Porter tunes. But th ere isn' t anything unusual or 
mysteri ous about them at all to us w ho heard Co le play on th at ll id 
Peerl ess piano . Criti cs may say that o le's music was inf'iu enced by 
the New York trafl'i c roar. or hy the ballet or the opera in Pari s. But 
don' t forge t that night aft er night. sumlller after summer. Co le ham­
mered out his rh ythm by the tempo w hich that master, Capt. Crook, 
se t for that Peerless engin e. That is w here Co le go t the heavy acce nt ­
ed phrasing and that powerful punch in his music w hich is hard to 
associ ate with a perso n 0[' such sl ight ph ys iqu e. 

Ra lph DePalma once said 0 1' Co le Porter. -- I I' he co uld dr i\'(' 
an automobil e with th e sa me heavy foot th at he pl ays thc pi :ln ll . \\ hat 
a race driver he 'd be!" 

When Co le Porter got to a piano, said hi s g irl -chasing huddy. 
Tommy Hendricks, "it was all over for the rest o f us. Gune were my 
' gal s'; gone were all the gals - Co le had them all under their skin :' 

We Ita ve Tommy Hendricks 10 tltallk for tltis deliglt tfu l p icture of tlte past. It was publislt ed ill the Peru Tribull e ill 1977. 
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WHAT ABOUT THE LIBRARY 
Members of our society have been working with the Union Township Library Board to preserve, renovate and 

c.\palllithe ex isting Carnegie Library building in downtown Culve r. However, since the library is essentiall y lanolocked, 
it \\ill be necessary to free up at leas t some of the adjoin ing land for expansion. The Osborn Square Commitl e, com­
pllscd or the Antiquarian Society, the Culver Chamber of Com merce, The Second Century Committee, the Libra ry 
Board , The Civitas Bank, and the Culver Town Council was formed and has agreed to fund a master redevelopment plan 
for the enti re block, including the bank building and library. Our chief objective, however, is to acq uire add itiona l land 
ror the lib rary and we are in the process of negotiation agreements with the property owners to res tore the enti re block 
t(l its ori g inal Grandeur. (see drawing) . 

CD-ROM AVAILABLE BY MAIL 
If yo u became the proud owner of a computer 

over the holidays, yo u can now see and hear the "Stodes 
a nd T."ad itions of Cu lver and Lake Maxinkuckee", the 
CD-ROM prod uced by the Antiquarian Society and now 
available by mail. If yo u ca n't get to MaI"Y's Shoppe, 
Bick's Flicks, Fishe ." & Co., or the Academy 
Booksto.-e, we will mail a copy to you as soon as we ge t 
your check fo r $~().()() , which includes postage. Send 
you r check and clear ly written address to Agnes 
FklIllkld. 12~7 East Shore , Cu lver, IN 45 6 II or The 
,\ntiquarian Society. P.O. Box 125, Cul ver, IN 45611-
() 125 . The project was co-sponsored by the Indiana 
Historica l Socie ty, NISource (Formerly NlPSCO) and the 
1'v1:lrshal Co unt y Communit y Foundation. You' ll love it. 

YEARLY DUES STILL $10.00 
If yo u haven't already sent your check for yea rl y 

family dues, pl ease do it soon. Send dues to The 
Antiquari an and Histori ca l Society, P.O. Box 125, Cul ver, 
IN 46511-0125. An y donation over the amoun~ of the 
dues is tax deduct ibl e and will be greatl y apprec iated. 

r;:------------------1--1 
: Su III Iller Add ress : 

I Phone I 
I I 
I Wi Ill er Address I 
I I 
I Phone I 
I Make checks payable to Ihe Antiquarian and Historica l Society. I 
I P.O. Box 125, Cul ve r, IN 46511 I L _______________________ ~ 
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