

















DEDICATION SERVICE, AUGUST 8, 1909

Some felt the Hand of God was against these people when their church was
destroyed by lightning. However the people of the church accepted their misfortune
as a test of their faith, and they immediately set forth to replace their church. On
August 8th, 1909, Elder L. E. Conner came from Cleveland, Ohio, where he was
pastoring a Church of God, and dedicated the second church, This being the church
building we now have.

Sunday School and prayer meetings were about all the services held at the new
church during the remainder of that year. In fact the work was entirely held together
by the Sunday School. Uncle Sam and George Osborn were the leaders of the
Sunday School during those early years. The only recorded preaching services until
late in the year of 1910 were thirteen sermons delivered by Elder Joseph Williams
of Hillisburg, Indiana, and two sermons by an Elder Drew. However, there were four
baptisms recorded in this year, one of which was Sr. Laura Overmyer Behmer. From
the year 1910 to 1915 the church was served intermittently by only a very few
ministers. One of which was Orin Jenks, now President Emeritus of Aurora College.

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK

During these years the Sunday School was the backbone of the church. If we
ever doubt the value of the Sunday Schoo! we have but to look at our past history to
see just how important the work of this department can be. Truly if it were not
for the faithful members that kept the church doors open and continued to teach the
Word, the work of the early faithful would have been for naught. Many times the
number was so small that the back class room adequately served the entire Sun-
day School. Again | ask, would our faith have been so strong?

In 1915 the church seemed to take on new life. Elder C. C. Maple of Argos
Elder D. E. VanVactor and Elder J. R. Fox, all ministered at the church. At least
twenty were baptized during these services. While many new laborers were added
to the fold the work was still largely carried on by the Sunday School until about 1924.

ELDER ). H. ANDERSON

A number of years had passed and no evangelistic efforts had been put forth.
The harvest truly seemed white and a goodly number were ready to embrace the
Truth. It was agreed to have Sr. Pearl Zechiel write to Elder ). H. Anderson and
see if it would be possible for him to come to Burr Ozk for services. His first reply
was favorable, The group set to work to raise the money and have everything in
readiness before his arrival. It would seem he had inquired concerning the work
here and felt the effort might not be profitable. He then wrote and declined to
come. When he was informed of the work the people had set out to do, and how
everything was arranged for, he felt surely where the people were so anxious to have
the Gospel preached, he could not refuse. This time he wrote consenting to come.
This proved to be the real awakening of the church. Many young people accepted
Christ and set out to work for him. One that has endeared herself to the hearts of
so many was the late Leta Osborn Johnson. Elder Anderson continued to serve the
church two Sundays each month for a number of years, in fact until about 1932.

FIRST FULL TIME PASTOR

Until this time this present church had never had a full time resident pastor. Many
felt we would never really accomplish our real purpose in serving our community until
we had a shepherd to feed the flock and labor in their midst all the time. In 1932
Elder C. A. Smead was hired as our first pastor. The going wasn’t easy as the church
was pretty well established in its ways and unused to outside leadership.



In 1934 Elder Austin_again came to our rescue. He assisted in working out a
church constitution by which there would be orderly and established ‘rules for working.
This was indeed a great help as the working rules of the church were quite obsolete.

In 1935 Elder A. E. Hoskins moved into our midst as the pastor. During his ministry
here the church again made some very great strides forward. Elder Hoskins aattended the
county ministerial meetings, and did many things that gave us recognition in the com-
munity. He encouraged many of our teachers to avail themselves of the county teachers
training courses being held at that time. Also during his ministry here and by the en-
couragement of the Morning Star Sunday School Class, the work of building a full
basement was begun. There was a great need for class rooms and a place large enough
for fellowship meetings without using the sanctuary of the church for all occasions.
In 1937 the work was completed and dedicated.

OTHER PASTORS

Following Elder Hoskins, the church was served by Elder Wilsey McKnight and
family. Elder James W. McLain and family succeeded the McKnights, Elder McLain
served as half time pastor and the remainder of his time was devoted to evangelistic work.
The church ccontinued to grow spiritually and in number under his ministry. In December
of 1940 Elder McLain resigned his pastorate to go into full time evangelistic work. Elder
C. R. Randall, then a student at Oregon Bible College, filled the pulpit for some time
afterward.

A happy note to add to our past history was the few years when Elder L. E.
Conner, now in his ‘“‘seventies,’”” came to Burr Oak for one to two Sundays each month.
His sermons of sound doctrine and practical Christian experience endeared the Word
more profoundly to the congregation. We shall always be grateful and cherish his
wise admonition.

ELDER SHEETS

The church was very much in need of a full time pastor so inquiry was made of
the National Bible Institution as to available men. It was suggested that we contact
Elder Harry A. Sheets who at that time was not engaged in the ministry. After much
prayer and consideration, he agreed to come to Burr Oak from Aurora, lllinois, twice
each month. This, with holding down a full time factory job was a real service on his
part. After serving the church in this capacity for about three years, and turning down
as many offers to come as a full time pastor, we were all most happily surprised to
receive a call of acceptance after we thought it useless to offer again.

In 1945 the church had purchased the Neil Shock property west of the church as
a parsonage. With few exceptions the money paid Elder Sheets while he was driving
from Aurora was turned into the parsonage fund that the indebtedness might be quickly
liquidated. The parsonage was modernized upon word of his acceptance.

CHURCH GROWTH

The church has mounted to new heights under his ministry. We pray it shall ever
continue to do so and serve as a beacon light in this community for Christ. May it ever
continue to lead men and women to the saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus until He calls
us into His completed and glorified Church.

As the church has grown through the years, each and every department has con-
tinued to grow. Today our Sunday School as the educational department of the church,
is most outstanding as a means of teaching the Word of God. Some of its leaders
through the years have been Uncle Sam Osborn, George Osborn, Walliam Marme, Melvin J.
Osborn, Dunn W.Weaver, D. Hatten and many others of more recent years. Norman
LaMunion is serving at this present time.

The Ladies’ Organization has been no small part of the chgrgh wo;k( ej_ﬂ;\er. In
many emergencies they have risen to the occasion and shouldéféd fthe' load when there

was no one else f6'do ‘iﬁé&\'ﬂlgrk.“'As Lydia and Dorcas of old, our women have carried



on a noble and far reaching service, for which the church can be justly proud. Sr. Mary
Hatten is the present leader of this department.

Every department and every class has its work to do, and is a part of the church
as a whole. The present elders appointed by the church are Dewey Overmyer and
Darrell Carlisle. May God continue to bless the church as He has so wondrously blessed
it in the past. May the coming of the Lord find each in our place, serving daily as
becometh a good soldier of the Cross. May the Burr Oak Church of God continue to
grow in the grace of God, and carry the message of ‘‘Salvation’ until the ‘“Well done,
good and faithful servant” shall be proclaimed of it.
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