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A Halloween to
remember
LEFT: There are no snow
flurries visible in this warm
photo, but there were
during Trick-or Treat hours
Friday evening (which
included some of the
coldest temperatures on
that date since the 1950s).
Miller’s Merry Manor’s
Trick-or-Treating was jampacked with youngsters
planning to avoid the
bone-chillings winds outside, which left the streets
of Culver not downright
empty, but markedly
depleted from years past.
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In Brief
‘Christmas in Culver’
returns this wkd
The annual “Christmas in
Culver,” which encourages
shopping at local businesses prior to “Black Friday’s”
rush at non-local retailers
(besides offering an array
of activities and discounts)
is slated for Friday through
Sunday, Nov. 7 through 9.
Participating Culver merchants will hold special
“open house” hours and
offerings from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. (3 p.m. on Sunday)
during those days. Special
events Saturday include
the annual “By the Lake”
holiday bazaar offering
area artisans, crafts, foods,
and more, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the train station-depot on Lake Shore Drive;
and Mystic Hills’ holiday
bazaar, also from 9 to 4,
at Mystic Hills golf course
on the south shore of Lake
Maxinkuckee.

Parties with PTO
begin Saturday

photos provided/robin dorey

Mike Maddox and the team

IT’S YOU! opens doors in Culver

ABOVE: The current members of the Maddox Electric team include, from left, Mike
Maddox (Sr) and Mike Jr, Josh Behnke, and Harold Collins. Maddox celebrates 40
years of business in Culver, along with a wide array of various activities here along
the way, including EMS, police, and more. SEE STORY BELOW.

ABOVE: 110 N. Main Street is home to a new art gallery and studio under the leadership
of Jan Peyser, herself a seasoned silversmith (though the new shop, which holds its grand
opening this weekend, will offer works from a variety of artists). SEE STORY BELOW.

Maddox marks four decades of business New gallery adds to
...and virtually everything else in Culver downtown atmosphere
By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Four decades ago this year, Culver's Mike Maddox first launched the business which
would become one of the staple entities in electrical, plumbing and heating in this community. Along the way he's had an almost "Forrest Gump"-esque interaction with significant events in the area, from earning an article in "Hot Rod" magazine for launching
local "burn-out" contests, to helping start the Marshall County Dive Team, to central
involvement in Culver's EMS and police, besides becoming a highly visible (on the huge
bass drum) member of the Culver Pipes & Drums.
And Maddox Services has also seen company representatives flown from Alaska to
Florida and beyond, to service some of the most exclusive products in their market, internationally.

By Jeff Kenny
Citizen Editor

Culver’s business community is now home to a vibrant, new art gallery, IT’S YOU! at 110 S. Main Street in
downtown Culver.
In her adjoining studio, separated from the gallery by
long drapes, Jan Peyser, owner and silversmith jeweler,
is inspired, she says, by “cascading and uplifted forms
in nature, dance, and architecture.” In her gallery, she offers meticulously designed and hand-crafted collections
by American and Canadian artisans carefully chosen for
their attention to detail and excellent craftsmanship.
From colorful and decorative glass bowls and perfume
bottles, pewter vases and accessories, stunning hats, steel
clocks and sculpture, stained glass panels, vivid jewelry, and porcelain, to Peyser’s Argentium sterling silver
jewelry, the shop seems
an elegant complement to
Culver’s identity and other current offerings. In
addition, those familiar
with the interior of 110 S.
Main – long a staple retail space in Culver – will
likely be dazzled by the
transformation rendered
in bringing IT’S YOU! to
life.
The shop will debut its
grand opening during this

From Vaudeville to Culver
State-hopping for business purposes, in a way, isn't new to Maddox, whose childhood
moves "all over the country -- from California to Oregon, Ohio to Michigan," led him to
insist on putting down Culver roots and staying.
Maddox's father, Skip, was in radio and television (and earlier, Vaudeville) all his life,
and often followed career opportunities with family in tow. Skip -- who shared the airwaves and often studios with the likes of Sid Caesar and Jack Benny, and whom one
advertisement dubbed, "the clown prince of comedy" -- had even dated singer Patti Paige
before eventually marrying Mike's mother, herself a bridal model from Chicago.
In fact, the Maddox family found themselves in Northern Indiana due to Skip Maddox's making friends, while at FCC school, with local radio personality Ken Kunze, who
brought Skip to Plymouth's own WTCA radio (in fact, Mike himself hosted a show on
WTCA, along with Kunze's son, during the late 1970s). Son Mike would eventually start
school in Culver in the 8th grade, though he also went to school in Rochester and Plymouth (he chuckles that he can "root for all three" of those area schools as a result).
Mike's connection to Culver was furthered indirectly by way of his parents' opening
of Jo-Bo's Pizzeria in Culver (formerly at the site of today's Papa's Pizza on Lake Shore
Drive; the Maddox's sold the business to current owners the
See Maddox page 10
McCormack family).
Jan Peyser

Culver
Elementary
School is hosting a brand
new event: Parties with
PTO, starting Saturday,
Nov. 8 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. in the CES cafeteria. Representatives
from All’Asta, Mary
See Peyser page 3
Kay, Maxinkuckee Corn,
Old as New, Origami
Owl, Pampered Chef,
Scentsy, Thirty-one, and
Tupperware will be at
By Jeff Kenney meeting, suggested Mitch seek out and vet manager he noted that past "head- in replacing Schoeff wasn't
the school. Attendees can
Citizen editor Ripley, with whom the candidates, in the wake of hunter" hire cost the town desirable.
shop, order, and buy cash
The town of Culver will town had already contract- the resignation of previous $5,000, while the current
Munroe explained Ripand carry items. PTO will solicit some aid in seeking ed to conduct training for manager Dave Schoeff, proposal is just $750.
ley would screen and filter
receive a percentage of out its next town manag- municipal board and com- earlier this month.
Munroe noted Ripley candidates via phone insales.
er, by way of a vote at last mittee members this DeCouncil member Ed Pin- would be available to make terviews and background
Texas Hold-Em at week's town council meet- cember, has a background der expressed some dis- a presentation to the coun- checks, but she was particing.
in human resources and satisfaction with a similar cil prior to any decision, ularly drawn to his emphaVFW Sunday
Council president Gin- "headhunting" work, and effort on the council's part though council members
The Culver VFW Post ny Munroe, at the Oct. 28 agreed to help the town some years ago, though agreed that further delay
See Council page 3
6919 holds Texas HoldEm tournaments on the
seconnd Sunday of each
month, with tournaments
scheduled for Nov. 9,
Dec. 14, and Jan. 11. The
A Marshall County jury deliberand Matthew Sarber represented who just had a face to face encounter with the
Post is located at 108 E. ated for over three hours Oct. 29,
Prosser.
suspect as he was making a move to enter that
Washington St. in Culver after which it found Russell Prosser
The jury heard the case started person’s car. The suspect at that time was car(contact 574-842-3886). guilty of one count of possession of
when officer Troy Ulch of the Culver rying a lunch container and had continued on
Doors open at 11 a.m. and stolen property, one count of resistPolice Department was dispatched through residential yards.
the tournament begins at 1 ing law enforcement, four counts of
to a residence on Terrace Parkway
Ulch finally encountered the individual and
p.m. There is a $50 buy-in unauthorized entry of motor vehiin Culver on the night of December put a spot light in his direction. The suspect then
(no re-buys) and $12,000 cles and four counts of theft of items
8, 2013. Officer Ulch received a de- ran with Ulch in foot pursuit. The chase ended
in chips (25 percent to found in those vehicles.
scription of an individual who had at the Pearl Street Apartments where a resident
the house, 75 in the pot).
After hearing two days of testientered the garage of the resident and gave a detailed description of a suspicious pickLicense #129586. The mony, the jury returned its verdict
left uninvited walking through the up truck parked in the area.
public is welcome.
to presiding Judge Dean A. Colvin of Marshall yards of neighbors. A fresh blanket of snow aidOfficer Ulch was unable to locate the individSuperior
Court
No.
2.
Chief
Deputy
Prosecuted
Ulch
in
tracking
the
suspect
through
several
ual
at that time. He re-traced his footsteps and
Bloodmobile here
ing Attorney Nelson Chipman represented the residential blocks on the east side of the Town came upon several
See Thefts page 5
See Briefs page 7 State, and Plymouth attorneys Jere Humphrey of Culver. Eventually Ulch came upon a citizen items later deterwww.culvercitizen.c
E-mail:
culvercitizen@gmail.com

Council begins town manager search, forms affordable housing task force

Prosser convicted in Culver thefts

www.facebook.com/culvercitizen
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Lions Hallo-winners
The Culver Lions Club held its annual children’s Halloween party
Oct. 27 at the Culver Elementary gymnasium, with its usual costume
contest followed by games and prizes manned by students from the
Culver Comm. High School as well as club members (club members
also judged the costume contest, for which cash prizes were awarded).
Costume contest winners included:
PHOTO AT UPPER LEFT: Ages infant to 3 - Front row, from left: Victoria
Karmon (cowgirl), Kaitlyn Kanschat (white rabbit, first place winner),
Graison Master (lion, second place winner), Mia Brockey (Minnie
Mouse, third place), Zach Brockey (Mickey, fourth place). Back row:
Taylor Sellers (bumblebee), Leo Baker (bat), Will Schmidt (dinosaur),
Tristan King (pirate), Kendrick Kuykendoll (Minion).
UPPER RIGHT: Ages 4 to 5 - Front row, from left: Gracie Stevens (witch,
first place), Shamus Day (“Mike” the monster, second place), Ava
Hillman (pirate girl, third place), Thea Shirk (“Elsa”), Nora Johnston
(Ninja Turtle). Back row: Dustin Sullivan (pumpkin ghost), Madison
Summey (cowgirl), Eleanor Schrimsher (monster), Donnie Gilliland
(Spider-man), Scott Hurst (Jack Frost).
ABOVE: Ages 6 to 7 - Front row: Brendon Master (Dr. Lego, second place), Haven Braasch (baby chick,
third place), Charlie Schrimsher (Zorro), Abigail Zehner (witch), Owen Johnston (knight, first place).
Back row: Aliviah Williams (“Elsa”), Gracie Milam (zombie), Donovan Jefferies (policeman), Cassidy Banks
(Cleopatra).
LEFT: Ages 8 to 9 - Front row, Marissa Milam (“Lucy,” first place), Arwin Kornblith (wind-up doll, second
place), Nora Johnston (Indian girl, third place), Neomiah Haschel (Tweedle-Dee, Tweedle-Dum), Charlie
Howard (devil girl). Back row, Abby Sullivan (angel), Tessa Conroy (bride of Frankenstein), Alissa Hinds
(Elsa), Kaitlyn Kanschat (Elsa), Joey Pizer (cowboy), Aubrey Stoner (purple witch).

BELOW: Ages 10 and up - Front row, Hattie Davis (sailor, first place), Savana Barnes (Ace of Queens,
second place), Candell Neace (paint-baller, third place), Syde Smith (Revolutionary War soldier), Ches
Schrimsher (box troll). Back row, Madison Reeder (Spiderella), Meagan Pearl (queen), Alex Sorg (Indian),
Hailey Wieringa (hobo).
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Culver’s Corndance lauded in Midwest Living mag
Culver's own Corndance Cafe has received rave reviews and widespread attention from its inception, and the
latest (November-December) edition of Midwest Living
magazine can be added to that list.
An article in the magazine, written by Danny Lee, reviews seven Indiana restaurants deemed "outstanding,"
with the Corndance making the cut.
The article ascribes to the restaurant "the beat of a
small-town steak house,” adding, “The staff knows customers by name, and classics like a 12-ounce ribeye are

Obituary

among the favorites.”
Naturally, the Corndance's food receives high praise,
particularly specials like Brazilian bison ribeye.
“Once patrons taste chef Stephen Suthard’s bison-stuffed
quail on whipped potatoes and in a sweet bourbon-shallot
demiglace, it’s pretty clear that there’s something special
happening here,” concludes the article, which can be read
in its entirety online at www.midwestliving.com/travel/
indiana/7-outstanding-indiana-restaurants.

Police seek info on Culver burglary

CULVER — Marshall County Police are asking the
public’s help about a burglary that occurred during the
day at a residence in the 1300 block of SR 17.
According to the police report, an unknown suspect or
suspects entered the home and took a RCA 55 inch flat

screen television. The crime occurred on Thursday, Oct.
24 while the homeowner was away during the day.
Anyone who may have information on this crime is
asked to call Marshall County Sheriff’s department at
574-936-3187

Holiday storytime, caroling at Miller’s, library
All are invited to start off the holiday season right beginning at 9 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, when Miss Jill of the
Culver-Union Twp. Public Library children’s department
will read a Christmas story and lead Christmas carols at
Miller’s Merry Manor, 730 School Street in Culver. Festive bookmarks made by children and patrons in the community will also be passed out.
Immediately following, the Culver-Union Township

Public Library will host its Holiday Open House and Centennial year celebration kickoff.
Santa will be visiting from 10 a.m. to noon.
For more information, contact Youth Services Manager
Jill Gavlick at 574-842-2941 or jgavlick@culver.lib.in.us.
The library’s street address is 107 N. Main St. in Culver.
This program is free and open to the public.

photo provided

Latest Culver Kiwanians
LEFT: New members of the Culver Kiwanis Club -- welcomed by
president Julie Bess, right -- include Kyle Sefchek (left) and Eric
Aschinger (center), both of Culver.
The club meets each Thursday at noon at the Culver Public
Library, and more information is available via their Facebook
page.

Peyser from page 1

weekend’s Christmas in Culver event on Nov. 7, 8, and 9.
Peyser has been an artist since childhood, though her
path was diverted along the way to raise her children and
teach high school English and drama in southern Indiana
for twelve years before moving to Culver, where she taught
English and coached public speaking for nine years.
Then, during the summer after her fifteenth year of
teaching, she took a course in silversmithing at the Mendocino Art Center in California. Peyser immediately recognized it was time to pursue her dream, and, six years later, she left teaching and went on the road to participate in
nationwide art shows for two years. During those years on
the road, customers were enchanted by the distinctive designs and purchased her jewelry, calling it “captivating,”
and “inspired.” Exhilarated and exhausted, Peyser folded
up her tent for the last time and spent one year thinking
about and discussing ideas with her husband, author Ray
Gleason.
Eventually, Peyser ventured into the world of retail
with two shops on the Lake Michigan shoreline. There
she gained valuable experience managing a shop, working

Council from page 1

sis on the town defining what it wants in a town manager
in a manner which could lead directly to a quality selection. Ripley's connections in Indiana's municipal world
could also be an asset in his knowing the candidate field
better than council members, she added.
Council members, she said, would also see manager
applications and be privy to interview data, and Ripley
would make a recommendation to the council based on
phone interviews.
"(Ripley's) theory is, if you have town managers sticking around two years at a time, we might take a different
approach than before," said Munroe. "We seem to be getting people who stay that long and not longer."
Audience member Sue McInturff suggested the council
take a different direction than it has in recent years. She
suggested the council hire Ripley.
Jean Rakich, also in the audience, likened the situation
to hiring new pastors at Grace Church, noting Culver often had little to offer a potential pastor's spouse.
"We had a similar situation (with Schoeff)," she said.
"His wife was never here. That's hard on a marriage and
hard on children. We are a small town and can't offer employment for the wife or husband."
Pinder emphasized he didn't feel the town's approach
to hiring had failed with regards to recent town managers, pointing out one prior manager's wife wished to move
closer to her family, and emphasizing the last two managers "did a wonderful job for us."
In the end, the council approved employing Ripley for
the manager hunt, with council member Bill Githens recusing himself.
Affordable housing task force
In other action, the council took a concrete step towards
addressing the frequently-raised matter of affordable
housing in Culver, by way of a vote to send Culver Redevelopment Commission member Kevin Berger to Chicago
for a conference on the issue, Nov. 19 through 21.

with customers, carefully choosing and carrying other artists’ collections, and learning she absolutely loved having
a shop focused on exquisite works of art.
Of her own art, Jan Peyser says she “also thoroughly
enjoys turning sheets of cold metal into warm, inviting
jewelry that conveys the essence of movement, artistic independence, and joie de vivre.”
With business and art walking hand-in-hand, Peyser
says she found her niche.
Though she grew up a New Yorker, Peyser explains she
is “inspired by the Midwestern quietude, where nature’s
nuances radiate beauty and confidence. [My] jewelry and
beautiful collections from other artists make people smile,
and nothing makes me happier than when a person’s individuality, beauty, and joy are accompanied by graceful
and scintillating art, body and soul.”
Jan Peyser may be reached by phone at 574-850-2137.
Her website is www.janpeyserjewelry.com, and her Facebook page is www.facebook.com/janpeyser.

The move came after Munroe discussed the recent formation of a task force to address affordable housing issues, including Culver Comm. Schools superintendent Dr.
Vicki McGuire, Culver Academies Dean Kathy Lintner,
Tom Yuhas of the CRC, Bill Harris of the Culver plan
commission, Marshall County Economic Development
director Jerry Chavez (as well as Berger, also a MCEDC
board member), and Sally Ricciardi representing the town
council itself. The next town manager will also be added
to the group once hired, Munroe said, adding that the hope
was for the task force to meet in November to "get the ball
rolling."
The conference in question includes a $750 fee. Berger
offered to pay for travel and other expenses if the council
funded the conference itself, as well as his lodging while
there.
Implementing the comprehensive plan
A meeting was scheduled for Nov. 5 as a follow-up to
the previous week's meeting regarding specifics of implementation of Culver's new comprehensive plan, after
Berger emphasized a "next step" was needed to ensure the
town continues to strive to implement the plan.
Munroe said she felt the plan was influencing the way
the council looked at hiring the next town manager, and
that the town could "probably map out an agenda for the
next three years based on that comprehensive plan alone."
Berger said he felt perhaps three meetings per year
could keep the momentum going regarding the plan, and
allow priority items to continually be pushed forward.
Water plant grant, other discussion

Richard L. 'Dick' Flagg
Sept. 22, 1932 - Oct. 26, 2014

RALEIGH, N.C. — Richard L.
"Dick" Flagg, 82, of Raleigh, N.C.,
formerly of the Culver/Plymouth area,
passed away at 4:14 a.m. on Oct. 26,
2014 at the Duke-Raleigh Hospital in
Raleigh, N.C.
Dick was born on Sept. 22, 1932
to Wayne and Amy (Small) Flagg in
Kansas City, Mo. He graduated from
Culver High School and then received
his college degree in business from Indiana University – Bloomington. He was a member of the
Delta Upsilon fraternity and part of the ROTC program.
After college, he proudly served his country in the U.S.
Air Force where he flew in B57’s as part of the Canberra
13th Bomb Squad based out of Johnson Airbase in Japan.
He attained the rank of Captain by the time of his honorable discharge.
While stationed in Tokyo, Japan he met and fell in love
with Emiko "Keiko" Tanabe. They were wed on June 20,
1960 in Tokyo. After arriving back in the U.S., they raised
a family of two sons: John and Michael Flagg.
Dick was a talented man. He worked in banking for
Bank of America in San Francisco, Calif. He moved back
to Indiana to help his mother with the family business,
“The Mayflower” after his father passed away. He later became a co-owner of “Tri-County Beverage” in Plymouth.
He sold the business in 1998. Never one to sit around, Dick
went back to work at the Marshall County Highway department before retiring at the age 65.
Outside of work, Dick loved golf and was a member of
the Plymouth Country Club for 47 years and served on the
board of directors several times. He and Keiko recently
relocated to Raleigh, N.C. to be closer to family and grandchildren.
Dick is survived by his loving wife Keiko of Raleigh,
N.C.; son John (Erin) Flagg of Raleigh, N.C., along with
grandchildren (Jaeden, Kendall, Jack and Kate) and his son
Michael Flagg of Plymouth. He was preceded in death by
his parents.
A graveside committal service will be held at the Culver
Masonic Cemetery in Culver on Saturday, Nov. 8, 2014
at 11 a.m. Rev. Nancy Foster, pastor at Monterrey United
Methodist Church will officiate and military honors will
be given. Following the service, please join the family at
a luncheon reception in Dick’s honor. More information
will be provided at the service. Condolences may be sent
to the family via the obituary page at www.odomfuneralhome.com. The Odom Funeral Home, Culver, is assisting
the family with arrangements.
Memorial may be given in Dick's name directly to the
American Heart Association at honor.americanheart.org/
site/TR/Events/General?pxfid=272122&fr_id=1030&pg=fund in lieu of flowers. Mail in donation can be sent to
American Heart Association/American Stroke Association, 2816 Paysphere Circle, Chicago, IL 60674. Mailing
Form: www.heart.org/idc/groups/heart-public/@wcm/@
tcs/documents/downloadable/ucm_430364.pdf.

Check out Culver news daily online
at
www.culvercitizen.com and
facebook.com/culvercitizen
In other discussion, Munroe noted the town had received the $500,000 grant for which it had applied for
help in replacing its aged water plant.
Town attorney Jim Clevenger said NIPSCO had paid
the town $6490.19 for an easement for its transmission
lines, on town-owned property northwest of Culver.
The council opted to waive $90 in court fees related to
an ordinance violation for which it had sought payment
from a respondent who had refused attempts to contact her
via certified mail. Ricciardi noted that further pursuit of
the respondent in order to secure court costs would probably cost more than the court fees themselves.
It was also noted public hearings will take place at the
council's Nov. 11 meeting concerning water and sewer
rate fee hikes.
Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee Visitor Center director
Carol Saft updated the council on recent activities on the
part of the center, including purchase of a touch-screen,
interactive computer with local information, for use in the
center at the corner of Jefferson and Main Streets.
She added that the center board met with Mark Newman, director of tourism for the State of Indiana, to solicit advice and ideas. One initiative he recommended, she
said, was a meeting with representatives of various local
entities such as the Chamber of Commerce, the CRC, and
the council in order to develop a five-year plan.
The council also serenaded Culver Citizen editor Jeff
Kenney with "Happy Birthday" after Munroe noted he
had recently celebrated his 40th (and that appropriate
treats had been covertly provided for the council and audience by his mother-in-law).
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A brief survey and the library board
There are so many people needed to
keep the Library operating, and this
month I’d like to talk a bit about our
Board of Trustees. Your Library has a
7 member Board appointed by elected officials: 3 Trustees are appointed
by the Community School Corporation
Board, and 1 each by the Town Council,
the County Commissioners, the County Council and the Township Trustee.
Current Trustees are Melanie Robertson,
President; William Cleavenger, Vice-President; Alfred
Nyby, Treasurer; Rhonda Reinhold, Secretary; Tom Curtis; Karen Boland; and Dianne Johnson. This is a voluntary position, and Board members put in many hours to
accomplish their duties. We thank them for their service
to the Library which is indeed service to the community-at-large.
It is a challenging job. The chief responsibilities of
the Trustees are Library governance and policy-making.
The IN State Library Board manual IN the Public Trust
contains guidelines and recommendations for Trustees as
they set the direction for CUTPL. Their manual clearly
states that long-range planning (LRP) for the Library is
the Board’s most important duty.
The current Plan, available on our website, extends
through December 2016 and we aim to have our new
plan in effect by January 1, 2017. When that LRPlanning begins in the first quarter of 2016, we will be ask-

ing our communities to meet
with us and talk about your
vision and ideas for the Library in depth, and we plan
to start with a comprehensive survey. In the interim,
the Board has asked that we
conduct a brief survey to ask
for community feedback on
current Library services and
facilities. During the month
of November we will have a one page survey available
for you; we invite you to come on down and fill one out.
We are here to serve you, please let us know how we are
doing!
Centennial Info
Be sure to put CUTPL on your calendar for Saturday
December 6! That is the date of the official kick-off for
our year-long celebration of the Carnegie Library’s 100th
birthday. The day begins with Youth Services Librarian
Jill Gavlick and Culver children (and their parents) 9 am
visit to Miller’s Merry Manor. There will be stories and
carols and the children will be gifting Flat Andy bookmarks, which they have colored, to the residents. Santa
has notified us that he has plans to visit the Library at 10
am, and throughout the day there will be refreshments and
music at the Library; in the afternoon, Marizetta Kenney
will be our featured pianist. As many of our readers know,
Marizetta has a long-term connection with CUTPL and

we are delighted that she will be here for the opening of
the Centennial.
We plan to put out our Memory Book that day and make
it available to the community throughout the year. Our
Memory Book provides a place for patrons to record their
remembrances of the Library. We especially invite Culverites whose recollections of the Library go back in time
to earlier decades to share those memories with us. Your
photos and drawings are welcome too!
As the opening display for the Centennial, we are pleased
to have a Library-themed exhibit created by Shane Lowry’s Culver Community High School and Culver Community Middle School art students. This literary artwork will
be on display in the Library from mid-November through
the end of the year and will include various items from
middle school students, author and musician portraits by
2D students and assorted sculptures from high school art
students.
Our online timeline will be rolled out that day also with
photos and records of the Library’s history. We have many
more events and displays planned for the year and will be
sharing that information with you on the website, in our
social media and here in our Citizen.
Finally, Flat Andy will be making his appearance as our
photo contest commences.
“Just who IS this Flat Andy anyway?” you may ask.
Find out on December 6 when you join us at the kick-off
of your Carnegie Library’s 100th birthday celebration!

MCCF offers special grant round to celebrate Indiana Bicentennial
Indiana’s official 200th birthday is December 11, 2016,
but initiatives across the state will commemorate the bicentennial leading up to and during 2016 and into the
future. Indiana’ past and present are worth celebrating
and there are plenty of opportunities for local celebrations, projects and programs to reflect upon 200 years of

progress with genuine Hoosier pride and ingenuity. The
Marshall County Community Foundation (MCCF) is announcing a special grant round to recognize this important
milestone in our state’s history and to encourage local participation in the celebration.
Up to $10,000 in funding from MCCF has been set

aside for programs and projects specifically related to the
bicentennial celebration. Nonprofit organizations with
501(c)(3) IRS status or organizations with 501© IRS status whose request is charitable in nature are eligible to
apply for up to $2,000. Only
See MCCF page 5
applications that focus on In-

Culver through the years
25 years ago: Oct, 31, 1989
Culver Academies received publicity in the USA Today
newspaper, whose article on Sept. 25 was titled, “Order
and chaos: Military academies sign up young teens,” according to an article Culver Academies’ Vedette newspaper.
50 years ago: Nov. 4, 1964
On Monday afternoon, the board of school trustees of
Culver Community Schools inspected the site west of
School Street between Houghton Street and State Road 10
as a proposed location for the new high school building.
The site had been approved previously by the State Board
of Health and the State Schoolhouse Planning Division
as a favorable one for such use (Editor's note: the land in
question, while it did not become the home of the high
school building -- which instead was located across teh
street to the west -- is today home to the school administration building and some of its ball fields).
Culver has been enjoying a string of beautiful, golden
autumn days, with ideal temperatures and lots of sunshine.
The lake has been...fast becoming dotted with various species of ducks and coots. Ideal weather Saturday evening
provided a perfect setting for the annual Lions-sponsored
Halloween parade and the numerous trick-or-treaters.
The ditch leading away from Culver's sewer plant has
received numerous complaints for its odor of late, which

some attribute to insufficient water being funneled into
the ditch. Lawrence White, Davi d Burns, and Verl McFeely also were heard at the same meeting of the town
board at which the complaints were raised, where White
expressed the opinion that the sewer plant was polluting
Hawk Lake and suggested possible means of correcting
the problem. Burns suggested the town buy marshland
west of the sewer plant and build settling ponds that could
be treated chemically (Editor's note: the town did indeed
expand its sewer plant facilities to treat town sewage onsite, and White was quite correct that sewage overflow
was polluting Hawk Lake. It would be many years -- into
the 1990s and 2000s -- before that pollution was fully addressed).
60 years ago: Nov. 1 , 1944
A transaction was completed whereby Walter Magee
bought the frozen food locker plant in the Magee Store
(on South Main Street -- editor) from Ben Oberlin.
The Alspach cider and sorghum mill at Leiters Ford was
destroyed by fire at a loss of $8,000.

April of 1924. The Ferrier yard was at the northwest end
of Jefferson Street, and the fire was widely reported across
Northern Indiana as threatening the very existence of Culver. Only a sudden rainstorm aided in putting it out).
The farm implement building of HW Sickler at Rutland
burned to the ground.
100 years ago: Nov. 5, 1914
All of Culver and a considerable portion of the surrounding country has been deeply interested in the hydro-aeroplane which the Shaw Aeroplane Company of
Indianapolis brought here last Thursday. This company
has been engaged in the manufacture of planes for many
years, but the machine brought to Lake Maxinkuckee is
the first water and airship which the company has constructed, and it embraces some of the features that are
original and not fouind in other machines. It contains a
6-cylinder, 100 HP engine and seats for a pilot and one
passenger, and is designed like a boat.

80 years ago: Nov. 3,
1924
Work has resumed on the
new buildings at the J.O.
Ferrier Lumber Yard, and it is expected that they will be
finished by spring (Editor's note: the new buildings would
replace the original ones lost to a massive fire in

Where in the world is The Culver Citizen?

photo/culver

academies archives

An apple a
day...
It may be a wee bit
late for apples this
time of year, but
many a Culverite’s
memory may be
tweaked by this
1973 photo of
Culver Academies
students checking out the apple
selection at Bigley
Orchards on 18B
Road off Lake Maxinkuckee’s east shore. Starting in 1928, the orchard was a mainstay (as
were two other local orchards through the years, the Maxinnkuckee Orchard and the
Vonnegut Orchard) here until
the year 2000, when operations ceased (for more on the
history of the orchard, read
The Culver Citizen’s Sept. 24,
2009 article online at www.
culverahs.com).

It’s been a while since a reader submitted a photo of Culver’s favorite weekly newspaper traveling in some distant, exotic, or unusual place as part of our “Where in the World” series, but one
was sent our way last week. In keeping the tradition of the contest, the exact locale is kept a
secret in hopes that some sharp-eyed reader can guess the globetrotting newspaper’s specific
whereabouts. A gift certificate for free water from the Culver Public Library’s fountains (to be
used only onsite during open library hours) to any reader with the correct answer.
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Eagles bow out with 19-7
loss to Peru

Page 53

Culver’s Neer places 10th at PAC 12 Championship

OAKLAND, Calif. -- The Oregon Ducks Women's Cross Country Team who the PAC
12 Championships with a score of 54 points. Stanford was second with 74 and Colorado
was third with 82. The nationally ranked number 3 Ducks relied on their strong pack runBy Kyle Hilliard ning, as all seven runners placed is the top 20, with only an 18 second spread. Waverly
Correspondent Neer of Culver, a Culver Girls Academy graduate, placed 10th overall, earning her PAC
CULVER
— 12 All- Conference honors.
The CMA Eagles’
season came to a
close with a 19-7
loss to the Peru
Tigers at Oliver
Field Friday. The
weather definitely played a factor
as a strong cross
By Jan Garrison
wind affected the
Culver Academies
Eagles’ ability to
There is a Culver connection
throw the ball.
to the famous University of TexThey were only
as “Hook ’Em Horns” hand sign,
able to complete
a gesture recognized and shared
10-of-21 through
around the globe.
the air, which is
The introduction of the hand
a big part of their
sign is credited to retired state
game plan.
District Judge Harley Clark of
“We
couldn’t
Austin, Texas, who passed away
throw the ball well.
Thursday, Oct. 9, at the age of 78.
We knew we had
Before heading to The University
it all day, we just
of Texas, Clark was member of
couldn’t complete
the Naval School at Culver Sumthem,” said Eagles
mer Schools & Camps. He was
coach Andy Dor- Harley Clark (Culver Naval School class of 1952) flashing the Regimental Commander in
rel. “We got some the "Hook x'Em Horns" hand sign he made famous.
1952.
kids behind the
The head cheerleader at Texas
cover - age and we in 1955, Clark introduced the “Hook ’Em Horns” gesture at a pep rally the day before
photo/james costello tried to throw with
CMA’s Jesse Brownfield throws the ball under pressure from Peru’s Jeff the wind, and it the football game against Texas Christian University. He showed the hand sign to the
student body at the suggestion of classmate Henry “HK” Pitts, who had noticed that, as a
Closser during a Sectional 26 game at Oliver Field Friday night.
just sailed on us.” shadow figure, it resembled a longhorn, the university’s mascot. As he demonstrated the
Neither
team hand sign to the crowd, Clark declared, “This is the official hand sign of the University
was able to get much going offensively early as the first quarter ended with the game still of Texas, to be used whenever and wherever Longhorns gather.”
scoreless. The weather affected Peru as well as they put the ball on the turf nine times in
Clark often added that after the rally, Arno Nowotny, the dean of student life, was very
the game and lost five of the fumbles. Midway through the second period, Peru started upset and asked Clark whether he was aware of what that sign might mean in another part
a drive from their own 35 and ran it down the field before putting the ball on the ground of the world, such as Sicily.
again. This time they were able to recover it in the end zone and get the lead, 6-0. Culver
Clark said his response was, “Dean, you need to look on the bright side of things. Inthen went three and out.
stead of our mascot being a longhorn, it could’ve been a unicorn.”
On Peru’s next possession, they put the ball on the ground again, giving Culver the ball
When Clark went to the game against TCU the next day, he saw many of the students
at the Peru 13. Three plays later, senior Jesse Brownfield hit junior Ryan Hallenbeck with flashing the hand gesture. By the end of the game, other people in the stands, nonstua fade in the back of the end zone with 2:14 in the half. After the PAT, the Eagles were up dents, also were doing it. A tradition was born.
7-6, and it looked as if the passing game was coming around.
Clark, who served as student body president in 1957-58, earned his bachelor’s degree
On Peru’s next possession they were able to march down the field in 10 plays and from the university in 1957, a master’s in 1960, and a law degree in 1962. He was a sucscore, giving them a 12-7 lead to open the second half. CMA struggled to do much on cessful trial lawyer before being appointed a state district court judge in 1977, a post he
their next possession and gave it back to Peru. Peru fumbled again on their first play of held until retiring from the bench in 1989.
the series and CMA took over in the Peru 36. Brownfield completed three straight passes,
Clark maintained close ties to the university through the years. Since 1998, he was a
getting the Eagles down to the 17 with a fourth and 5 to go. Senior Nick Mahalak took special guest nearly every year at Gone to Texas celebrations in front of the UT Tower.
the handoff and got around the edge. He raced all the way into the end zone, but the play The ceremony is held the night before the first day of fall semester to welcome new stuwas called back for holding.
dents and share the history of Longhorn traditions. Students always listened intently and
On fourth and 14 Brownfield had an open receiver in the end zone, but the wind took responded with enthusiastic applause as they joined him in proudly waving the “Hook
hold of the ball and sailed it out of bounds. Peru and Culver traded fumbles and then with ’Em Horns” hand sign toward the heavens.
5:20 remaining in the game, the Tigers were able to tack on another score and put the
Information provided by The University of Texas at Austin communications departgame out of reach at 19-7.
ment.
The Peru run game carried them in this game with 68 carries for 363 yards. The Tigers
This story appears courtesy news.culver.org.
only attempted two passes and weren’t able to complete them.
“They are a big, physical team, and we aren’t very stout up front,” said Dorrel. “I told
them if we can score four, we would win and it turns out if we had we would have won.
We had the one called back, and we would have had the lead at that point. I give Peru
diana’s 2016 Bicentennial Celebration will be accepted for this special grant round. Elicredit. They were able to execute their game plan better than us.”
gible programs or projects must meet one or more of the following recommended goals
With the loss, CMA will finish the season with a 4-7 record. Peru is now 5-6.
• PERU 19, CULVER MILITARY 7
or characteristics: historical, educational, promoting awareness and interest or tourism
at Culver
in Marshall County, celebratory, or engaging and inspiring to youth and young adults.
Peru 0 6 6 7 – 19 CMA 0 7 0 0 – 7 Second Quarter P – Kreighton Ray fumble recovery after 7 run by Peyton Sturgill.
Collaborations are encouraged.
Kick failed, 4:44.
CMA – Ryan Hallenbeck 15 pass from Jesse Brownfield. Cole Winchester kick, 2:14. Third Quarter P – Nolan
Applications for this special “Small and Inspiring” grant round will be due in the
Brimbury 24 run. Run failed, 6:37. Fourth Quarter P – Peyton Sturgill 4 run. Ray kick, 5:20. Team Stats Peru Rushing: MCCF office no later than noon on Monday, January 12, 2015. A streamlined grant ap68-363; Peyton Sturgill 35-182, Nolan Brimbury 17-90, Michael Richardson 7-51, Brady Miller 8-38 Passing: Kordell
plication will be available online at www.marshallcountycf.org on Monday, November
Prescott 0-2-0 Fumbles-Lost: 9-5 Penalties: 6-40
CMA Rushing: 21-17; Jakob Young 3-28, David Pumarejo 7-5, Max Arguindegui 1-10 Passing: Jesse Brownfield 10, 2014. Award recipients for this special grant round will still be eligible for the reg10-21-1 124 yards Receiving: Ryan Hallenbeck 4-51, Young 1-20, Nick Mahalak 1-13, Wheaton Jackoboice 1-11, ular MCCF grant rounds due February 1, 2015 and August 1, 2015 that are intended to
Arguindegui 1-6 Fumbles-Lost 3-1 Penalties: 6-43
address emerging community needs. For more information, contact the Marshall County
Community Foundation at 574-935-5159 or email info@marshallcountycf.org.

A Culver connection to
“Hook ‘Em Horns” hand sign

MCCF from page 3

Share Culver news with the Citizen! 574-216-0075 - culvercitizen@gmail.com

Thefts from page 1

mined to have been stolen from the automobiles of a number of Culver residents. Ulch also took a number of photographs of footprints in the snow made by the individual
he chased. A description of the truck was communicated
to area law enforcement agencies as well.
At approximately 4:30 a.m. on December 9, 2013, the
same truck was located parked in the MacDonald’s parking lot in LaPaz by Sgt. Nick Laffoon, and assisted by Officer Ryan Hollopeter of the Marshall County Police Department. Sleeping in the truck was Russell Prosser. His
boots were examined and found to have the same tread
pattern as the footprints in Culver. After being taking into
custody for charges unrelated to the Culver escapade, a
wallet was found on Prosser that belonged to a Culver
resident. A search warrant was executed and found in the
truck was a GPS unit that returned to the same Culver
resident’s address.
The description of the person running from Ulch included long hair flowing from the sides of a white hoodie.
Prosser had short hair but was wearing a white hoodie.
The search of the truck also revealed a blond wig.
Chipman called over 19 witnesses and entered into evidence 97 exhibits over the course of the two day trial. Assistant Chief Chad Becker testified about the processing
of the various exhibits. Indiana State Police Forensic Sci-

entist Tim Pycraft, an expert in fingerprints and footprints
also testified to close out the evidence. Prosser chose to
present no evidence and did not testify. After deliberating
for the rest of the afternoon, the jury returned verdicts of
guilty on all 10 counts alleged.
Judge Colvin set sentencing for later in November after a pre-sentence investigation and report is prepared
and filed. Due to statutory limitations, Prosser faces a
maximum sentence of four years of imprisonment. In the
meantime, Prosser awaits trial to begin on November 12
on two counts of Possession of a Firearm by a Serious
Violent Felon, and a sentencing enhancement charge of
being an Habitual Offender. On those charges Prosser
faces a maximum of 70 years imprisonment.
Readers are reminded that the remaining two charges
of Possession of a Firearm by a Serious Violent Felon,
alleged to be enhanced by the Habitual Offender charge,
are only allegations and Russell Prosser is presumed innocent of those charges, until or unless he is proven guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt.
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Getting to know Culver Comm. High School’s principal, vice principal
By Katie Blocker
Culver Comm. High School

of life."
When he became the dean of students, he felt he had the
determination and abilities to hold the position of leadership
for the middle and high schools.
Berndt is looking forward to the staff getting acclimated
with the Culver system and Culver remaining an excellent
school.

Brett Berndt
The opportunity to become principal came to Brett Berndt,
who was already in the line of administration with his former
role as vice principal. Prior to this position, he was the seventh grade science teacher. Berndt says, "If you want to lead
a school and students, you want to be in this position."
As principal, Berndt would like to maintain Culver High
School’s status as a four-star school. Along with this objective, he hopes to encourage students to make the right choices and always "do what is right."
Replacing staff during the summer was a challenge, according to Berndt. Also, blending middle and high school
responsibilities was a challenging task.
Berndt admits that he misses the classroom interaction
with the students, but he enjoys talking with students daily in
the hallways and during lunch. When he was in high school,
Berndt enjoyed athletics and the friendships he made. The

Luke Biernacki
Luke Biernacki, vice principal/athletic director, always
wanted to be a teacher.
As a senior in high school, Biernacki split his day as a student and a construction worker. Biernacki quickly decided
working outdoors in the winter wasn't what he wanted his
career path to be. He decided to go to college to become a
teacher.
"Being a teacher was natural," said Biernacki. He didn't
consider anything else, as teaching was his niche.
After graduating from Ball State ("Go Cardinals!" Biernacki inserted), he accepted a position at Culver as a Speech
and English teacher. He was "happy to teach Speech" as he
had enjoyed Speech class as a high schooler.
"Culver chose me," said Biernacki.
He knew, due to the proximity of his family and the feeling of the "right fit," Culver was where he should be. As vice
principal/athletic director, Biernacki would like to continue
the "close knit, family feeling" atmosphere that is omnipresent throughout the building.
"I want students to feel safe and enjoy being here," he added.
Editor’s note: This article originally appeared in The Caval Crier, Culver Comm. High School’s monthly newspaper,
and is reprinted here by permission of faculty sponsor Vickie
Benner.

As new faces appear throughout Culver Community High
School, two familiar faces can be found in the principal’s
office and the vice principal/athletic director's office. Brett
Berndt, principal, and Luke Biernacki, vice principal/athletic
director, are both excited to start their new positions this fall.

sense of competing and the comradeship gained through his
athletic experiences helped create positive and memorable
high school years. At St. Joseph College in Rensselaer, Indiana, Berndt "planned on going into the medical field."
He changed direction in
college and pursued science
as an educator due to the influence of other teachers and
wanting to "pay it forward.
When Berndt was younger,
he didn't picture himself as
being a principal. However,
he had always thought that
"discipline was a large part

CMA grad Karamon teaching CCHS math

By Tevin Jones
Culver Comm. High School

Charles Karamon is more than a teacher. He is a loving husband
and a superhero to his three children. Karamon hopes to leave a strong
imprint at Culver Community High School. After attending four years
at Culver Military Academy, Karamon decided to take the next step
in life by attending Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia.
While in Virginia, Karamon studied hard and received a degree in
Physics, but he knew teaching was his true passion. The love of teaching originated as Karamon was growing up. While attending college,
he helped teach at a summer camp, where he was able to develop his
skills.
While looking for a place to settle down and raise a family, Culver was one of the first
to pop in mind. Having spent his teenage years in Culver, Karamon knew it was a small
neighborhood perfect for starting a family and raising his three young children. Most of his
spare time consists of working out, painting miniature metal figures, and most importantly
spending time with his family.
With family being a big part of his life, Karamon likes to go above and beyond to make his
kids happy. Pretending to be Jedi warriors fighting off evil Darth Vader tends to be a daily
routine in the Karamon household.
And if anybody ever starts to struggle in any of his classes, he advises them not to be afraid
to ask for help.
"The squeaky wheel gets the grease," he says.
Editor’s note: This article originally appeared in The Caval Crier, Culver Comm. High
School’s monthly newspaper, and is reprinted here by permission of faculty sponsor Vickie
Benner.
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Apps for winter energy assistance programs available
MERRILLVILLE, Ind. –Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO) is partnering again this year
with state agencies and other organizations to help connect
families struggling to pay their heating bills this winter
with available assistance funds. Enrollment for the federal
low income energy assistance program began Monday.
Assistance programs include:
·Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Program: LIHEAP support is available to households falling within 150 percent of federal poverty guidelines. Between December 1 and March 15, Indiana natural
gas utilities do not disconnect service to customers enrolled in LIHEAP who are behind on their bills.
·NIPSCO Customer Assistance for Residential Energy
(CARE) Discount Program: The NIPSCO CARE Discount
Program is designed to provide further bill reductions to
LIHEAP-eligible customers. Once enrolled in LIHEAP,
customers are automatically enrolled in the program.
· NIPSCO Hardship Program: For customers just outside the federal poverty guidelines for LIHEAP, the NIPSCO Hardship Program offers up to $400 in gas bill assistance to households between 151-200 percent of the
federal poverty level.
While NIPSCO has among the lowest residential gas
bills in Indiana and has projected lower gas costs than last

winter, payment assistance programs help give a greater
sense of security to customers experiencing financial difficulties.
NIPSCO Customer Care Agents trained to help connect customers with available funds are available Monday
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. CT at 1-800-4NIPSCO (1-800-464-7726).
Eligibility is based on income and family size. More
information and a listing of agencies that help administer
assistance programs can be found at www.NIPSCO.com/
PaymentAssistance.
The following information is usually required when applying for LIHEAP at an agency; however, be sure to contact the agency for the complete list of documentation you
will need to provide: Indiana picture ID; Social Security
cards for all household members; NIPSCO bill; proof of
residency; proof of income
Improving a home's energy efficiency can make a big
difference on utility bills. All NIPSCO customers have
access to a wide range of programs designed to help manage energy usage, and in turn bills. A full list of programs
and tips to help manage energy use can be found at NIPSCO.com/SaveEnergy.

Briefs from page 1
Sunday

The Red Cross will be accepting blood donations at Culver
Academies’ Fleet Gymnasium on Sunday, November 9,
from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.
The supply of blood in the U.S. is currently at a low level
to meet the daily demands for surgeries, accidents, and
treatments. Giving blood is an easy way to help other
people. The body replenishes our blood supply quickly
after donating and it will benefit at least 3 other people
with the various products from a unit of blood. You must
be 17 years old to donate.

Culver Veteran’s Day activities

The Culver VFW Post 6919 will present its Veteran’s
Day ceremony Tuesday, November 11, at 11 a.m. at the
Veteran’s Memorial at the southeast end of the Masonic
cemetery in Culver. Following will be a Flag retirement
ceremony, weather permitting; those wishing to have
their old or worn flag retired may bring them there.
Culver Academies will hold its annual Veteran’s Day
observance at 11 a.m. on the 11th, outside the Legion
Memorial Building on its campus.

CUTPL November board meeting change
of date

The board of directors of the Culver-Union Township
Public Library will hold its November meeting Tuesday,
November 11, rather than Tuesday, November 18 (as originally scheduled), at 7 p.m. in the large meeting room.
The December Board meeting will be held on its regularly
scheduled date, Tuesday, December 16 at 7 p.m.

Free computer classes in November

Culver-Union Township Public Library is offering free
computer classes on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Fridays at 10
a.m., in November. Classes include Computers for Beginners (Nov. 7), which covers basic computer usage, plus
Internet for Beginners (Nov. 10 and 14), which covers
basic Internet usage. Technology Training (Nov. 17 and
21) offers training in all things technology related. Bring
in your laptop, smartphone, tablet or other device to learn
and ask questions.
These sessions are free and open to the public. For more
information, contact Andrew Baker at abaker@culver.lib.
in.us or 574-842-2941.

stories of eight veterans from World War II, Korea and
Vietnam. For tickets and additional information, call 574842-7058.

Culver Comm. Schools strategic planning
Nov. 19

Culver Community Schools will hold a strategic planning kick-off on Wed., November 19, at 6:30 p.m. at the
Culver Community High School. This will be an informative meeting in regards to the process that will soon begin.
Everyone is invited and strongly encouraged to attend.

Bell ringers in Culver needed

The Culver Council of Churches is requesting residents’ help this Christmas holiday season. The Salvation
Army will have their donation kettles setup at Park N’
Shop grocery store on Lake Shore Drive and CVS Drug
Store on Ohio Street, in Culver, to collect donations to the
Salvation Army. All donations given at these locations
will stay in Culver, and be used in the Culver area.
To receive these donations, the Salvation Army needs
volunteers to help as bell ringers at these locations for a
one or two hour session on the day or days you are available. Hours are from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The weekend days
where help is needed include: Saturdays and Sundays,
Nov. 29 and 30, Dec. 6 and 9, Dec. 13 and 14, Dec. 20
and 21. Please contact Mrs. Jean Rakich to schedule a
slot, at 574-842-2725.

Culver leaf pick-up underway

Leaf pick-up in Culver is underway. Leaves should be
raked to the curb for pick up, NOT into the street as
this may cause issues with the storm water drains. Also,
please do not mix sticks and branches in the leaves and do
not include pumpkins, rocks, etc. Pick-up will continue
through December. Please direct any questions to Town
Hall, 574-842-3140, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

Property tax calls are scams

Several Culver residents have received phone calls that
they owe taxes (property or otherwise) and the police are
on their way to serve a warrant, according to town clerk
Karen Heim. These calls are a scam. Residents are instructed to not provide any personal information, and instead hang up.

Library seeking proposals for snow and ice Zumba Wednesday nights
A Zumba class meets every Wednesday night starting
removal
at 6:15 p.m. for a nominal fee, at the Culver park beach
The Culver-Union Township Public Library Board of
Trustees is requesting proposals for snow/ice removal in
the parking lot at the Library located at 107 North Main
Street, Culver, IN 46511. Forms are available at the Library (Circulation Desk), on the Library’s website (www.
culver.lib.in.us/snowremoval.pdf) or by email request (director@culver.lib.in.us). All proposals must be submitted
on this bid form. Proposals must be received by Nov. 7 no
later than 5 p.m. (Eastern Time), and will be considered at
the library’s regular November board of trustees meeting
(November 11 at 7 p.m. EST). All properly submitted proposals will be available for public inspection the day after
vendor selection. The Library Board of Trustees reserves
the right to reject any or all proposals.

Wesley Preschool scholarship spaghetti
dinner Nov. 13

Wesley United Methodist Preschool will hold a spaghetti dinner on Monday, November 13 from 5 to 7 p.m.
at Wesley United Methodist Church. Proceeds will go toward sponsorship of students for the 2015-2016 school
year. Anyone interested in donating may do so at the
church or by contacting Robin Dorey at 616-255-7290.

IOOF breakfast Nov. 15

The Maxinkuckee Odd Fellows will hold an all you can
eat breakfast including biscuit and gravy and pancake and
sausage at $8 for adults and $6 for children. The event
will be held Sat., November 15, from 6 a.m. to noon, at
the corner of 18B and Pine Roads. Bake sale items support Union Twp. 4-H.

Community meal at Grace Nov. 15

Grace United Church of Christ will hold its monthly
community meal on Saturday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. All are
invited to this free, ecumenical event whose purpose is to
share a friendly meal in a welcoming, community atmosphere. The meals are held on the 15th day of each month
in the basement of the church.

Beyond Glory’ onstage here Nov. 18

“Beyond Glory,” starring Stephen Lang, will perform at
Culver Academies’ Eppley Auditorium on Tuesday, November 18 at 7:30 p.m. The one-man show presents the

lodge, 819 Lake Shore Drive. Contact Marc Hayden, Culver park superintendent, at park@townofculver.org with
questions, or to talk about availability and ideas for other
events/classes.

Euchre, pinochle club on Fridays

The public is welcome to take part in a new euchre and
pinochle club meeting Fridays from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at the
Culver Park Beach Lodge, 819 Lake Shore Drive. Have
fun playing cards, make new friends, enjoy beautiful
Lake Maxinkuckee and our fine restaurants and city.

Fire dept. seeking new firemen

The Culver fire department is seeking individuals interested in serving their community as volunteer firemen.
Those interested should contact Culver town hall at 574842-3140.

Exercise for seniors at CUTPL

Culver-Union Township Public Library is offering Exercise for Seniors. This free exercise class will meet three
times a week and offer easy, seated exercises. The program
is scheduled for Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 10
a.m. and will meet downstairs in the large meeting room.
For more information, call the Culver-Union Township
Public Library at 574-842-2941 or e-mail dthomas@culver.lib.in.us. The library’s street address is 107 N. Main
St.

Page 73

Culver eateries ‘Dine Out for United Way’
Participating in Dine Out for United Way (and pledging a
percentage of their sales on selected dates to go to this year’s
United Way campaign) are two Culver restaurants. Now
through Sunday, November 9 the LakeHouse Grille will participate (coupon required), and from Monday, November 3
through Sunday, November 9 at the Culver Coffee Co. For
more information visit the United Way website www.marshallcountyuw.org or “LIKE” the United Way Facebook
page United Way of Marshall County – Plymouth, IN.
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Maddox from page 1
Jo-Bo's thrived for three
or four years, says Mike
Maddox, but that was long
enough for him to meet his
future wife, who was visiting Culver while on spring
break from nurse's training
in South Bend. Maddox
spotted Lisa at JoBo's and
the rest, as they say, is history.

photos provided

LEFT: Mike Maddox’s father, ‘Skip,’ in front
of the mic during a stint at WANE TV in
Fort Wayne circa 1950s-60s.
BELOW: Mike Maddox engaged in his first
“big” job -- the electrical work during the
1976 renovation of Culver’s beach lodge
and town park.

heating and air
conditioning.
M a d d o x
strived, he explains, to not only
keep up with his
certifications,
but add schooling wherever the
current needs of
the market dictated, aiming to
stay ahead of the
curve.
"I hate the
phrase, ‘Jack of
all trades, master
of none,'" he says.
"If I can't do it
right, I won't fool
with it. It will bite
you, if you do.
"I just can't sit
when I get home,"
he says of his
propensity to tinker and fix. "I'm
always fixing on
something."
Through
the
years he also
repaired televisions and VCRs
during the days
when such products were made to
be repaired, and
he also dabbled
in satellite dish
sales and service,
during the early
years of satellite
cable TV.

Business beginnings
Mike Maddox had already begun his journey
into Culver business by the
time he and Lisa met. While still
in high school, he answered an ad
in the paper for summertime work
with Bob's Electric in Argos. There
he learned directly from Sam Sellers, himself also connected to the
still-active Sellers' of the Culver
area.
"After a while, Sam wanted me
and him to start our own electrical
business," recalls Maddox. "It was
called Superior Electric. We had
our signs, truck and everything. But
within three days of launching our
business, he died of an aneurism."
photos provided
Maddox regrouped and headed to
work for Sam Niedlinger of Sam's
Electric at State Roads 10 and 17 RIGHT: ‘Dukes of Hazzard’ TV
in Culver. When Niedlinger would star John Schneider poses with
head to Alaska for a few months at a a prized vehicle of Maddox’s
the World of Wheels in
time, Maddox would be left entire- during
Chicago in the late 1970s.
ly in charge of the business, which
gave him valuable experience in behind-the-scenes facets of it such as BELOW: Mike Maddox demonstrates electrical properties
billing and accounting.
for a science class at Culver
In 1974 (the same year he married Elementary School in 1992.
Lisa), Mike Maddox decided to strike
out on his own, launching Maddox
Electric. Perhaps providentially, one
International
of his first big breaks came with the
tubs
federal grant awarded to Culver in 1976 to overhaul the
Starting in the
town park and beach lodge. Maddox handled the rewiring 1980s, Maddox also began work on specialty bathtubs,
of the 1937 starting with the Culver Cove.
lodge.
"I designed and built all those Jacuzzi-style tubs from
B u s i n e s s scratch," he says. (Their heating and shutoff systems)
was
brisk were all custom. Once I got them in there, the Jacuzzi
from
the company contacted me two years later. I thought it was
start,
says copyright infringement!"
Maddox,
Instead, a company representative from Chicago, imwho notes pressed with Maddox's work, was offering him a job with
he early on the corporation, which he declined. He did, however,
began add- agree to do certain jobs for them, and found himself traving employ- eling to Alaska, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, and surroundees to his ing states handling such specialty jobs.
endeavors,
More recently, a high-end German tub company has
which soon named Maddox Services the only company they'll certify
e x p a n d e d to work on their products, something which has sent comto other ser- pany representatives to a resorts and hotels in a number of
vices, per- states and even outside the US.
haps most
prominently
Diving, EMS, and police work

While still in high school, in 1972, Maddox had earned
his diving certification following training at Culver Academy. That certification would later, in the mid-1970s,
dovetail into his founding membership in the then-newly
created Marshall County Dive Team, on which he served
with former Culver police chief Jack Caudill and Scot
McKinnis, among others.
He recalls vividly the impact of retrieving two young
boys who drowned under the ice at Argos.
"I was under the ice for 45 minutes," he says, adding
the experience haunted him for some time after, though
he participated in several body recoveries while with the
dive team.
A handful of years after his business beginnings, in
1979, Maddox began a long involvement with Culver's
ambulance service as one of the first members of the newly-created EMS ("Sally Ricciardi beat me by about two
months," he says of the longest-lived member of that service).
"I used to faint when I cut my finger," he says of his
motives for joining the service, which over the course of
his 30 year involvement hopefully cured him of his aversions to blood.
Maddox also served for ten years on Culver's police
force, where he was a reserve deputy marshal under thenchief Steve Michaels (Maddox quipped that his wife drew
the line at any mention of adding the Culver volunteer fire
department to his resume).
He's also been a small airplane pilot since 1990, having
been taught, says Maddox, by longtime (now retired) Culver Comm. High School teacher Bill King.

Hitting the road -- hard
Many in Culver might associate Mike Maddox not just
with cars per se, but racing and muscle cars, and rightly
so.
He spent two years racing stock cars -- sponsored by
once-mainstay Culver area businesses A&R Motors and
Camelot Oil -- in Plymouth ("Everyone (who raced) was
going to the hospital," he recalls, "so I decided to get out
of that").
In the late 1970s, Maddox was featured in the Culver Citizen alongside popular TV star of the day Sorrell
Booke, who played "Boss Hogg" on the hit TV series,
"The Dukes of Hazzard" (Mike's young son Michael was
traumatized, reported the Citizen, by his proximity to
the villainous character). Maddox had been showing his
prized 1970 Monte Carlo at the World of Wheels show
in Chicago, where another "Dukes" star, John Schneider,
also came to look at the car (Maddox still keeps the photos
of Schneider admiring and sitting in the car, in good care).
Around that time, in 1978, Maddox launched the first
of what would become many of his Culver "burn-out
contests," during which vehicles vie for the longest black
mark (or burnout) on the pavement, the most smoke generated in the process, and so forth.
In the beginning, state, county, and local police came
along to oversee the event (which was conducted on Sycamore Road initially), with a massive turnout of vehicles
appearing to take part.
The event segued into an annual feature at Culver's Lake
Fest, starting with the very first one (he would later transition its oversight to Kevin Bonine, says Maddox, and the
annual Lake Fest car show added to complement it).
"Hot Rod" Magazine picked up on the phenomena
shortly thereafter, including a feature on Maddox in its
Sept., 1988 edition entitled, "Holy Smokes, Batman!"
which led off with the line,
"This comes from the HOT
ROD Believe it or Not file,"
and dubbed Maddox "Mad
Man Mike." The magazine
described the event as "an
amazing,
crowd-drawing
spectacle," and concluded
its piece with, "P.T. Barnum
is doing backflips in his
grave."
The urge to experiment
and learn led Maddox, in
more recent years, to musical endeavors with local
bagpiping unit Culver Pipes
& Drums. He's partnered
with other musicians on the
side to perform Celtic-style
folk-rock at a number of
venues as well.

A family business
Through all of this, Mike
and Lisa Maddox have
raised five children and now
have 11 grandchildren.
And the business, still
based as always on Thorn
Road in Culver, has continued to be a family one.
"As soon as he could
work," says Mike of son
Mike Jr., "he started working for us."
Lisa Maddox has been doing the books for the company from day one, and, as
Mike puts it, "We just keep
plugging away.
"Lisa's hung in there with
me the whole time," he
adds. "She's been a trooper
with me."
Surveying the entire area,
there are few places Maddox's work hasn't touched.
"Just about every place in
this town or around the lake,
I've serviced," he muses.
"And everything takes its
cycles. People try the new
kid on the block, but wind
up coming back."
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