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In Brief
In Brief

Small
Business
Saturday here this
wkd

Area residents are encouraged to support local
Culver merchants during
Small Business Saturday,
a day designated in 2010 to
focus on small, local, brick
and mortar entities whose
financial stability helps the
overall financial status of
the entire community, and
who keep Culver’s commercial life active and
economy healthier. Small
Business Saturday this year
takes place Nov. 28. Several
local stores and restaurants
are offering in-house specials and other attractions
during the event.
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From Indian summer to old man winter (in a few short days)
ABOVE: Snow may not be unexpected in late November, but a sudden blast of it alongside temperatures in the single digits was quite a change of pace for Culverites
after a mod-November marked by plenty of sunshine and unseasonably mild mercury readings. Above are some scenes of what turned out to be a particularly beautiful
snowy pre-Thanksgiving weekend around the town of Culver and Lake Maxinkuckee.
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A November to remember for Academies’ color guard
By Jan Garrison, Culver Academies

For members of Culver Academies’
Friesian Mounted Color Guard, November will be a month to remember. It started
with a trip to Lexington, Ky., to present the
colors before thousands of race fans at the
Breeders’ Cup and will finish with a trip
down Chicago’s famed State Street as part
of the McDonald’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.
One of the biggest Thanksgiving Day
parades in the country, the McDonald’s parade will feature some of the nation’s top
marching bands, performance units, and
giant helium balloons. It will run from 9
a.m. to noon EST Thanksgiving morning
and will be televised nationally on WGN 9
Chicago and streamed live on wgntv.com.
More than 3.5 million people are expected
to watch the parade on their televisions or
online and a live crowd of 375,000 people
is expected to line State Street.
Riding the Friesians will be commander
Alex Krupp, class of 2016 (Mishawaka,
Ind.), Robson Macartney ‘17 (Bentonville,
Ark.), Chidi Nzerem ‘16 (Abuja, Nigeria),
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ABOVE: Culver Academies’ Friesian Mounted Color Guard are seen here marching in
Chicago’s McDonald’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, a tradition they will repeat this year.

Tsz Tai ‘17 (Chicago), Brian Krupp ‘17
(Mishawka, Ind.), and Sean Kim ‘18 (Carmel, Ind.). Kim is replacing Bruno Gracian
Tapia ‘16 (Jalisco, Mexico), who rode at
the Breeders Cup but will be unable to return in time for the parade.

The Color Guard started the month with
presenting the colors Friday and Saturday
at Keeneland during the Breeders’ Cup
opening ceremonies. The races included
the historic win by Triple Crown winner
American Pharoah, who retired after the

race.
Mark Waller, the director of Horsemanship Instruction, said the color guard members were given unprecedented access to
areas of the track during their two days
there. That included the paddock area,
where they met jockeys Kent DesOrmeaux
and American Pharoah’s Victor Espinoza.
They also met Sports Illustrated swimsuit model Kate Upton and Detroit Tigers
pitcher Justin Verlander. Bill Stubblefield
N’76 served as the Troopers’ guide.
For Macartney, it was a tremendous experience.
“It was insane,” he said. “We met so
many Culver alumni it was unbelievable.”
Organized in 2012, the Friesian Color
Guard has appeared in the St. Patrick’s
Day parade in South Bend; the Grand Floral Parade during the Blossomtime Festival in St Joseph, Mich.; the Indianapolis
500 Festival Parade; and opening day ceremonies at Arlington Park in Arlington
Heights, Ill.
This story appears courtesy news.culver.
org.

Park survey, meetings aim for upgrade grants
By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Culver’s park board held the first of two basically identical public hearings aimed at soliciting public input towards a planning grant hoped to be the first step of several
major upgrades to facilities at the park.

Held on Nov. 16 and 23, the sessions opened with some
background discussion and then led attendees through a
step-by-step comment solicitation, in writing. The survey
paralelled part of a more thorough written survey available at town hall, the beach lodge, and online via townofculver.org, seeking community opinion on topics ranging

from use of the park’s beach lodge, to a proposed west
end restroom facility, to programming and activities at the
park.
The planning grant in question would be $15,000, if
won, which would facilitate hiring an architect to detail
park plans, and which would
See Park page 10

Mystic from page 1
the new cabins, which were designed and built by Dave
and Mike together.
The brothers have gone on several golf outings and
through their experience determined what works best for
a ‘stay and play’ cabin. Both are experienced in construction, and with Mike’s engineering background, they were
able to keep the cost to about $70,000 per cabin.
Prior to the cabins, Mystic Hills had used a few houses
nearby the course as places to stay and golf. Pugh explained the inspiration behind the cabins: “We wanted to
be more accommodating. With the new cabins you can
walk right out the door and onto the course.”
Each cabin is comprised of two bedrooms and a loft
space, open concept living room and kitchen and two
bathrooms. The two cabins are identical and are differentiated by name, one being Cleek and the other, Brassie.
Cleek is an older golf term which referred to a club with
an iron head. Brassie is the traditional name for a wood
number two golf club.
Upon entering a cabin, one is welcomed with rustic,
natural charm. The two-story field stone gas burning fireplace and big screen television are the focal point of room.
There is a light and airy feeling with the honey colored
woods and high ceilings. The kitchen is outfitted with a
refrigerator, two-burner stove top, dishes and glassware.
The Pugh’s have an eye for detail.
“The cabinet knobs are made from our Mystic Hills logoed golf balls,” Vicki Pugh pointed out. “What you cannot see is that under the tile floor that runs throughout is
radiant heat to give our guests extra warmth.”

Guests have the option of sleeping in a queen bed,
twin bed, or pull-out futon. The cabins each can sleep
up to eight people. Each cabin has its own outdoor patio,

mexico lindo
Mexican Bar & Grill
“Authentic Mexican Cuisine”

1216 S. Heaton St., Knox • 574-772-6405
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2 entrees w/2 soft
drinks $20.00
excludes seafood
Expires December 11, 2015
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2 entrees w/2
16 oz. margaritas
$25.00
excludes seafood
Expires December 11, 2015

A Bounty of
Best Wishes at
Thanksgiving

Family Traditions
Start Here
Christmas tree
farm experience
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ABOVE: More views of the interior of Mystic Hills’ new onsite cabins, which are available for rental, with or without
golfing, all year around.

equipped with seating and a grille that overlook the tranquil course.
One does not need to play golf in order to rent a cabin.
“We hosted a quilting retreat last weekend. We set up
tables in the club house and the ladies stayed in the cabins overnight,” Pugh explained. “The cabins are great for
families, such as Culver Academy parents, because they
really are a home away from home being so spacious with
a kitchen.”
The grounds also offer an event space for weddings,
showers, meetings, fantasy football events, and banquets.
The golf course is open from March through the end of
November. The cabins and event space are available all
year for golfers and non-golfers alike.
Pugh shared Mystic Hills’ vision for the future: “We
have permits for a total of five cabins; we wanted to start
with two at first, then build the others if there is a need.”
You may book your cabin online by visiting mystichills.
com/stay-play/ or by phone 574-842-2687.

Christmas from page 1
and orchestra, will take place Sunday, December 6, starting at 4 p.m., at the Culver Academies Memorial Chapel.
The public is welcome and there is no admission charge.

Children’s Christmas party Dec. 12

✩ trees / greenery
✩ gift barn
✩ animals
On weekends
✩ wagon rides
✩ Santa & Mrs. Claus

The annual Culver children’s Christmas party will take
place Saturday, Dec. 12, from 10 a.m. to noon in the Culver Elementary cafeteria. Included will be crafts, cookie
decorating, coloring and visits with Santa. The party is a
coordinated event with Culver’s VFW Post, fire department, and Lions Club.

Buying

May the coming holiday bring an
abundance of good fortune to you
and your family.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Gold Jewelry
Diamonds
Sterling Silver
Old Coins
Old Postage Stamp Albums

Stay connected to your community
Subscribe today
936-3101
Easy access
off of US 30

Hensler Nursery, Inc.
5715 N 750 E • Hamlet, IN 46532
Across from Oregon-Davis Schools
574-867-4192
henslernurseryindiana.com

9-6 p.m. Central - Open daily after Thanksgiving

www.johnmarshallinc.com
In Business Since 1965

John M. Marshall’s, Inc.
202 South Michigan Street
Key Bank Building, Suite #101
South Bend, Indiana 46601

574-287-1427
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Obituary
Suzanne (Harrison) Curtis
Oct. 23, 1942 - Nov. 15, 2015

CULVER — Suzanne (Harrison) Curtis, 73, of Culver and formerly of Attica,
passed away unexpectedly at her home in
Culver on Sunday, Nov. 15, 2015.
Suzanne was born in Indianapolis, on
Oct. 23, 1942. She was the daughter of
the late Wade C. and Sarah K. (Dunlap)
Harrison. Suzanne was raised in Attica
and graduated from the Gulf Park Academy in Louisiana. She later received her
B.A. degree in English from Indiana University.
While attending Indiana University,
Suzanne met the love of her life, G. Edward Curtis. They were married in the
Attica First United Methodist Church on
Aug. 15, 1964.
Suzanne served on the board of directors for Harrison Steel Castings Company. She had served on the board of directors for the Com-

munity Hospital in Williamsport and Way
of Truth Ministries in Scottsdale, Ariz.
She was active in the Culver Academies
and had served on the Parent Association
Board. She was instrumental in helping
to establish the Bi-County Preschool Program in Attica. She was affiliated with
the Attica First United Methodist Church,
The Rock Church of Danville, Ill. and the
Sanibel Community Church in Sanibel,
Fla. She was an associate member of the
Tri Kappa Sorority in Attica. She was an
avid reader and as the matriarch of the
family loved to spend time with her family and grandchildren.
She leaves behind her husband Edward Curtis of 51 years; two sons, Geoff
(Angie) Curtis, Lafayette and their three
sons, Sam, Max and Henry Curtis; Trevor
(Amy) Curtis, Attica and their two children, Eddie and

Annabelle Curtis; a daughter, Jill Curtis, Deep River,
Conn.; a brother, Wade “Rusty” C. (Ann Schilling) Harrison II, Attica.
A celebration of Suzanne’s life was held at the Attica
First United Methodist Church on Thursday, Nov. 19, at
11 a.m. with Revs. Penny Sheahan and Nancy Luchs officiating. Following the celebration of life service, a reception to share memories and have refreshments was held
at the Harrison Hills Country Club in Attica from 12 p.m.
until 4 p.m.
A committal gravesite service was held in the Washington Cemetery, Culver, on Friday, Nov. 20, at 11 a.m.
Memorial contributions may be made in Suzanne’s
memory to the Christian Ministry Fund c/o Attica Community Foundation.
Condolences may be sent on line to www.mausfuneralhome.com.

Maxinkuckee Singers’ ‘Piece of Christmas’
show dates announced for upcoming performances
The Maxinkuckee Singers (pictured at
LEFT) will present their 2015 holiday show,
“A Piece of Christmas,” in area venues on the
following dates:
Dec. 1: First United Methodist Church, 400
N. Michigan Street, Plymouth.
Dec. 3: Rochester Community Presbyterian
Church, 530 Jefferson St. Rochester.
Dec. 7: Bremen United Methodist Church,
302 Plymouth St., Bremen.
Dec. 8: Argos United Methodist Church,
570 Michigan St., Argos.
Dec. 9: Grace United Church of Christ, 307

N. Plymouth St., Culver.
Dec. 10: Knox United Methodist Church,
201 S. Shield St., Knox.
Dec. 17: First United Church of Christ, 321
N. Center St., Plymouth.
All Show times at at 7:30 p.m. (EST). Admission is free (a free-will offering is accepted). For further information contact Thomas
Boys at 574-933-2535.

Keep up with Culver news 24-7 at
facebook.com/culvercitizen
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Pictured ABOVE are Maxinkuckee Singers members, first row from left to right,
Betty Martens, Andrea Mallory, Wendy Wise, Sarah Shaw. Second row: Lenore
Jones, Becky Liechty, Joy Ritenour, Laura Snipes,and Julie Scott. Third row: Doug
Nielsen, Dan Adams, Matt Sutton, Kathy Overmyer, Brandt Ayoub, Tom Boys, and
Brian Liechty.

Briefs from page 1
the town park, is scheduled for 5 to 8 p.m. on Dec. 4 this
year. Customers are encouraged to shop and/or dine at
four participating local businesses during the event, with
special cards marked off for each purchase. The cards are
then dropped off at Cafe Max in downtown Culver for an
8:30 p.m. drawing of a $300 gift basket with gift cards
from all participating businesses. The winner need not be
present for the drawing.
Cafe Max, at 113 S. Main Street, is also celebrating its
30th anniversary this year and will mark the occasion with
an additional drawing using the Holiday Hop cards for the
chance to win a $150 gift basket (the winner must be present to win). Participants are encouraged to gather at Cafe
Max after a night of shopping, for the drawing.

in funds available. Commercial property owners interested in applying should submit applications for façade
renovations to Culver Town Hall, c/o Kathy Clark, 200 E
Washington St, Culver, IN. Applications will be reviewed
as they are received by the commission, with immediate
award upon approval. This round of grants has a closing
date of December 21 or once all available funds have been
awarded for this round.

Michelle’s Headquarters will celebrate its 20th year in
business on Friday, Dec. 4 with an open house from 5 to 8
p.m. coinciding with Culver’s Holiday Hop. Champagne
and hors d’oeuvres will be available along with gift basket
and 20 percent discount gift certificate door prizes. The
event will also bid longtime employee Susan Elizondo
farewell and welcome new staff member Angie Maroules.
The public is invited.

Marshall County Tourism grants available

Michelle’s anniversary event Dec. 4

Children’s Christmas party Dec. 12

The annual Culver children’s Christmas party will take
place Saturday, Dec. 12, from 10 a.m. to noon in the Culver Elementary cafeteria. Included will be crafts, cookie
decorating, coloring and visits with Santa. The party is a
coordinated event with Culver’s VFW Post, fire department, and Lions Club.

Holy Walk Dec. 18, 19

BREMEN — The Holy Walk will be from 5-9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18 and 4:30-9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19, in Bremen.
Take a journey to Bethlehem, back to the very first
Christmas. Shuttle bus service to Bethlehem leaves from
Bremen High School, 511 W. Grant St., Bremen.
Doors open at 5 p.m. Friday, and 4:30 p.m. Saturday. Buses leave every 15 minutes. Be prepared to wait
several hours, and dress warmly for this outdoor hourlong walk. Event is not wheelchair accessible. For more
information, call 574-546-2667 between 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Free computer classes at CUTPL

Free computer classes at the Culver-Union Twp. Public
Library continue in November on Mondays at 6 p.m. and
Fridays at 10 a.m. These sessions are free and open to the
public. For more information, contact Andrew Baker at
abaker@culver.lib.in.us or 574-842-2941.
Marshall County Tourism (MCCVB) has allocated
$25,000 in funding for the marketing, development, and
hosting of events exhibiting positive tourism potential to
Marshall County. These funds are to assist qualified organizations with the promotion of tourism activities striving to directly increase hotel/motel occupancy and create
positive image building publicity for Marshall County.
Deadline for applications is January 14, 2016. Organizations interested should visit www.visitmarshallcounty.
org/things-to-do/grants or request by phone. Applications
may also be picked up at Marshall County Tourism at 201
N. Michigan Street, Plymouth, IN 46563. For more information, call Marshall County Tourism at 574-936-1882.

NIPSCO Winter Energy
programs available

Northern Indiana Public Service Company (NIPSCO),
state agencies and other local organizations are partnering
once again to help connect families that are struggling to
pay their heating bills this winter with available assistance
funds. Enrollment for the federal low income energy assistance program (EAP) information is available Monday
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. CST at 800-4-NIPSCO (800-464-7726). Eligibility is based on income and
family size. More information and a listing of agencies
that help administer assistance programs can be found at
NIPSCO.com/PaymentAssistance.

Facade funds available for Culver Town reminds
retailers
practices
The Culver Redevelopment Commission has announced
a second round of façade grants for 2015 with $11,000

Assistance

of

leaf-raking

best

leaves, to please rake to the curb and not into the street.
When leaves are piled into the street, it causes a number
of issues. Those with questions may contact the town hall
at 574-842-3140.

Residents reminded to guard for frozen
pipes

With cold temperatures on the way, frozen pipes and
water meters are possible. Home owners are responsible
for keeping their water meter from freezing and, if it does
freeze, the cost to fix or replace it, which could mean a
$175 replacement fee. Residents are encouraged to take
precautions to keep it warm during extreme temperatures
such as makings sure its space is heated, insulating the
pipes around the meter, and leaving a faucet dripping so
water is moving through the pipes.

Euchre, pinochle Fridays

A weekly euchre and pinochle club, which is open to
the public, meets each Friday from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at
the Culver park beach lodge’s upper-level meeting room,
819 Lake Shore Drive. All are welcome to have fun playing cards, make new friends, enjoy beautiful Lake Maxinkuckee, and Culver’s fine restaurants and city.

Adult coloring series at CUTPL

Culver-Union Township Public Library is continuing
its adult coloring series in November. The library is providing the coloring sheets and colors, but feel free to bring
your own. Sessions take place at the library Wednesdays
at 5:30 p.m. and/or Thursdays at 10 a.m. This program is
free and open to the public. Contact reference/adult services manager, Dana Thomas, at 574-842-2941 or dthomas@culver.lib.in.us for more information.

Town of Culver announces online billing

Beginning in January, Culver residents will have the option to receive their utility bills via e-mail and pay online.
Information on how to set up e-mail billing will be made
available via utility bills, the town’s Facebook page and
the town’s website (www.townofculver.org)

Friends of the Library seeks volunteers

The Friends of the Culver-Union Twp. Public Library
are seeking more volunteers to assist with book sales and
other library-oriented activities. Interested persons may
inquire at the library, 107 N. Main Street in downtown
Culver, or by phone at 574-842-2941.

Culver residents are
reminded, when raking

TURNING 65 OR
MEDICARE ELIGIBLE?

Are you flooded with literature, not sure where to start?
TCU Insurance Agency is here to help:
• We are an independent agency with a multitude of insurance
companies to choose from.
• We can provide Prescription Drug, Medicare Supplements &
Medicare Advantage plans.
Call us today to set up an appointment!
Don Kline or Jerry McMahan
120 E. Washington Street
Plymouth, IN
(574) 936-5373
TCU membership not required for our services. TCU Agency, LLC is a subsidiary of TCU. Insurance products are offered through various approved carriers.
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Making our
streets smarter

As the crow flies, it was just about a mile to the library
from our rural subdivision. I figured it would only take
about 15 minutes to bike there with the kids: one in the
trailer
behind
me, and one in
front of me on
her small twowheeler.
Helmets
securely
asy ays
fastened,
we
started out.
to ive reen
Once
we
By Marianne
started pedaling
Peters
along
Lincoln
Highway, however, I nearly
turned us back. How had I forgotten that there was barely
a shoulder on this road? How had I forgotten how fast
these drivers go? What seemed like a short segment of our
trip now seemed like miles and miles of treacherous roadway. By the time we made it to the sidewalk at the edge
of the city limits, I was already swearing I would never
attempt that again — at least not with my kids in tow.
My family eventually moved to town, because we discovered that we wanted to be connected, not just have
a safe route from point A to point B (though that was a
concern, too). As our rural towns reach out to new people
and new businesses, one thing we can’t overlook is planning for a sense of community and connectedness. I’m
intrigued by the initiative recently launched by the city
of South Bend called “Smart Streets.” The philosophy
advocates for road and street designs that accommodate
users of all ages and abilities — pedestrians, bicyclists,
and motorists. There are some compelling reasons for us
in Marshall County to consider a similar approach as our
communities grow.
Reason One: Livable communities. Even though destinations are relatively close in our communities, are they
safe for pedestrians? Beyond that, are they pleasant or
welcoming for people who want to walk or bike? Slowing traffic by adding roundabouts instead of four-way intersections, putting in landscaping and benches, moving
storefronts closer to sidewalks — these are all strategies
that increase safety, encourage walking, and make communities attractive places to be.
Reason Two: Health and safety. For kids, smarter streets
minimize traffic-related dangers and encourage the physical activity they need. Footpaths, sidewalks, and bike
lanes, as well as reduced vehicle speeds, make getting
to school and activities safer. Smarter streets allow older
people who may not drive the option to exercise safely
and avoid isolation.
Reason Three: Equity. Many people in our communities
have to walk or bike to work or to buy food because they
can’t afford other transportation. Working in the industrial
park in Plymouth, I’m often troubled by the number of
people I see trying to negotiate those busy streets on foot,
sometimes dodging heavy trucks. Shouldn’t all working
people have safe routes, not just the ones who drive?
Reason Four: Environment. By encouraging alternative
means of transportation, we are taking fossil-fuel burning
vehicles off the road, which cuts down on pollution and
carbon emissions. Locally, it means cleaner air — something we often take for granted. Globally, it means reducing the rate of climate change.
Reducing climate change, however, is almost the icing
on the cake here. Who wouldn’t want to live in a community where people of all ages and abilities did not have
to feel trapped by treacherous traffic or forced to trudge
to work along busy streets? Where kids could get themselves to school safely? Where older folks could get out
and about without always waiting on a ride? If we want to
continue to thrive as rural communities, we need to consider smart streets as a strategy for growth.
Marianne Peters is a writer, environmental educator,
and director of the Marshall County Solid Waste Management District.
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www.recycledepot.info
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If these walls could talk: Culver Comm. High School
By Jeff Kenney

It’s somewhat ironic that our ongoing series of “virtual” journeys
through the history of publicly-used
structures in Culver would take us
into the halls of the Culver Community High School at a time when concerns over its future have mounted
even more than had been the case a
few years ago.
It’s doubly ironic that the story we
have to tell this week — that of the
origins of the present school building
— involves the closing and consolidation of several small high schools
in the area and the State of Indiana
in the 1960s. Add to that the fact that
even those then-small schools were,
really, the result of an earlier wave
of consolidation which closed the
doors of dozens of one-room (or in
some cases, even two-story) schools
throughout the townships involved,
earlier in the 20th century.
Schools like Aubbeenaubee Township -- the elementary, middle, and
high school in Leiters Ford -- or Monterey’s all-levels school building, not
to mention Culver’s own elementary,
junior high, and high school (all in
one building in those days) came
about between 1900 and the 1930s as
the state pushed for an end to those
one-room schools or yore. No doubt
emotions ran high then as they would
again in the 1960s. At least it can be
said that a century ago the practical
reality of it made practical sense: after
all, having a one-room school every
five or so miles meant that parents
didn’t have to drive the horse and
buggy too many miles over muddy,
rutted roads (or through snow) and
children didn’t have terribly far to
walk.
The proliferation of automobiles
made it easily possible to bus a child
from, say, the Burr Oak area to what
must then have seemed the massive
Culver school that opened in 1912 on
School Street and Lake Shore Drive.
The Indiana Reorganization Act of
1959, however, forced consolidation
of school districts for reasons many
Hoosiers clearly felt were less com-

ABOVE: An early photo of the then-newly built Culver Comm. High
School as featured in the 1969 Cavalcade yearbook.

pelling, primarily focusing on cost
savings.
Whenever one sees the word
“Community” within the name of a
given school corporation, it’s a safe
bet several schools were consolidated
into it, and even if one doesn’t, odds
are decent they were anyway, historically speaking. One net result, from
a historical perspective, is that few
functioning public school buildings
in Indiana are over 50 years old (one
might respond that “new” buildings
are a necessity to a proper education, to which I point to a campus like
Culver Academies, many of whose
buildings are considerably older, and
obviously more aesthetically arresting than most modern school buildings, many of which could easily be
confused, at first blush, for prisons or
factories...but I digress).
Returning to our story: by 1960 a
less-than-delighted constituency of
the Aubbeenaubee Township area of
Fulton County had resigned itself to
the fact of consolidation itself. The
question at that point was one of
which direction that consolidation
would take students, and Leiters Ford
area residents clearly preferred (an 87
percent majority, by way of a petition
circulated by the advisory committee
of Aubbeenaubee Township) making
the trek to Culver for school than all
the way to Rochester, as they feared
was the alternative.
Interesting comments in the statement released at the time by the committee include notation that “it takes

at least one generation to unify a
school where force was used,” as well
as detailed descriptions of the drawbacks to lengthy busing routes, especially during inclement weather.
In August of 1961, The Culver Citizen noted that some 120 students from
Starke County’s North Bend Township school -- as well as four teachers
from the school -- were transferring to
the Culver school district. The transfer was the result of a heated “school
choice” debate (in those days before
the state mandated all Hoosiers had
their choice of schools, a much more
recent development) which had been
resolved when North Bend closed the
previous fall by allowing families to
choose whether to send their children
to Knox, Monterey, or Culver. The
closing of North Bend, it was noted,
provided a significant tax savings for
residents no longer required to fund
the local school.
In spite of the North Bend situation, a former, full-fledged consolidation for Culver area schools was still
undecided, with Starke and Fulton
Counties (not surprisingly, given the
redirected flow of tax dollars potentially involved) opposed such a merger.
Many Culver area residents, reported the Citizen, sought to employ the
earlier Financial Reorganization Act
of 1947 in order to further the proposed merger, though the state committee in charge of reorganization opposed it.
See Walls page 9
Interest-

What’s wrong with Culver — 60 years ago and today
“Today Culver is a town of
primarily older and middle-aged
people. Young people have nothing to keep them in Culver and
must go somewhere else to find
employment. We are almost entirely dependent on the business
of the Academy and summer lake
residents and this is certainly not
a healthy situation.”
Sound like something surely written within the past
couple of years? Since the “good old days” when Culver was self-contained and businesses thrived here? You
know, 20 or 30 years ago?
In fact it was written in 1956, just shy of 60 years ago,
and it’s one of a couple of telling pieces of writing from
The Culver Citizen of that year.
The Indiana State Library’s digitization and sharing of
60 years’ worth of vintage Culver Citizens (via inspire.
in.gov) continues to yield a number of treasures, but one is
certainly these interesting bits of insight partially into how
Culver has changed, but perhaps somewhat surprisingly
how it’s stayed the same, since 1956.
The quote at the start of this article is derived from an
anonymous letter to the editor (the writer said he or she
wished to remain so due to “business contracts in Culver”) in the Aug. 22, 1956 edition of The Culver Citizen,
under the heading, “Just What’s Wrong with Culver?”
In short, the letter-writer calls for two or three small,
clean manufacturing entities to be sought for development
in Culver (these were the days before McGills, which was
housed in the present-day Elkay plant on Mill Street, had
arrived in the 1960s), and laments that some prominent
names in Culver allegedly deflected one such business
from locating here.
Criticized by the letter-writer is the newspaper editor
(for not calling for more industrial development in Culver) and the Chamber of Commerce and even the Lions
Club for not taking on the task of soliciting the above
(and if inclusion of the Culver Lions Club as among the

guilty sounds misdirected, it may not have
in 1956; a lead article in the Dec. 8, 1948
Citizen notes that the Culver Chamber of
Commerce, first organized in 1924, was
disbanding to allow the Lions Club —
which at that point was just 5 years old
in Culver and boasted 150 members — to
form a local business committee to handle the Chamber’s former efforts; clearly,
however, the Chamber was back before 1956).
If you’re thinking such a letter might elicit a disagreeing response today, so it did in 1956 — in the very next
edition of the paper, in fact, when a personality of no less
stature than crack Hoosier journalist (who brought 30
years’ experience in the Hearst and South Bend media,
as well as a major motion picture company) and Culver
Citizen legend (as a weekly correspondent), Robert Kyle.
Kyle, whose “It Must be the Lake Water” weekly columns would later become a staple of the Citizen, criticized the previous week’s writer for his or her anonymity
and described the call for a factory in Culver as “drivel”
and pushed back against claims that the State Exchange
Bank and Culver Academy were striving to keep such industry out.
The fact is, said Kyle, Culver doesn’t have the labor
pool to support industry of any size.
Instead, he called upon the community to address factors which would make industries hesitant to locate in
Culver or unlikely to stay and/or succeed if they did. What
he cites among factors is interesting.
First, Kyle described Culver as “handicapped because
of...six strata of society,” including (in those days), townspeople, summer resort people, Academy people, rural
people, its black residents, and what he called “floating”
people, with no effort to unify them towards a common set
of goals (I’d argue there’s been considerable progress in
some areas of this issue in more recent years).
Also interesting is his bemoaning of “comparative high
living costs,” which Kyle
See View page 10
said some observers sug-
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Culver
girls at
the net

Page 5

Sports briefs
Girls basketball

Pictured are members of the girls’
basketball teams of
Culver Comm. High
School and Culver
Girls Academy.
photo/karen lee

RIGHT:
Culver
Community
High
School
Lady
Cavaliers.
Front row, from
left, Alyssa Bailey,
Allison Pearl, Shania
Northern, Jailyn Fox, Sydney Clinger. Back row: coaches Shane Lowry and Tammy Shedrow, Hailey Jones, Marisa
Howard, Thea Bergersen, Kendra Binion, Courtney Salyer, assistant coach Tiffany Levya, manager Brooke Dekoker.

CGA wins 2nd straight
Culver Girls Academy’s basketball team earned its second win in as many days with a 61-59 victory at LaVille
Saturday.
The Lady Eagles stretched out a narrow 17-16 lead at
the first quarter break to a 35-26 cushion at the half, then
held on in the fourth quarter for the win.
CGA was paced by Marie Steiner with 25 points and
Tori Styers with 22.
LaVille was led by Aryn Eaqsh’s 18 and Lucy Zeiger’s
12.
• CULVER GIRLS ACADEMY 61, LaVILLE 59
At Lakeville
CGA:
17 26 39 61
LaVille: 16 35 49 59
CGA (61): Tori Styers 22, Peyton Frank 2, Kingsley Cortes 0, Jesse
Etheridge 5, Marie Steiner 25, Brooke Ditmire 2, Kennedy Kubica 4; Totals
21 11-14 61
LaVILLE (59): Jessica Tuttle 6, Shelfie Zeiger 8, Lindsey Aschenbrenner
4, Lucy Zeiger 12, Mallory Vernon 7, Nina Sajdak 4, Aryn Eash 18, Haley
Berger 0; Totals: 25 6-13 59.
3-pointers: Culver 8 (Steiner 5, Styers 3), LaVille 3 (Aschenbrenner,
Vernon, Eash); Total fouls (fouled out): Culver 14 (none), LaVille 15 (Eash).
JV score: CGA 32, LaVille 18.

CGA starts fast in win over Bowman
Culver Girls Academy got off to a fast start in a 69-33
victory over visiting Bowman Academy Friday.
The Lady Eagles jumped out to a 32-4 first quarter lead
en route to the win, their second in three games. Tori Styers put up 17 points and Marie Steiner finished with 16
while Kingsley Cortes and Sydney Herzeg each scored
nine.
Bowman was led by nine points from Kiara Pratchett.
CGA improves to 2-4 with the win while Bowman falls
to 0-5.

photo/paul paré

Culver Girls Academy Lady Eagles. Front row, from left to right: Kameron Hussey (manager), seated are Margaret
McKinnis, Peyton
Frank, Marie Steiner, kneeling is Claire Oliver. Back row: coaches Chantel Vinson and Alyssa Smith, Kingsley Cortes,
Abby Ericson, Kennedy Kubica, Jordi Blackburne, Rebecca Christlieb, Jessi Etheridge, Tori Styers, Brooke Ditmire,
coaches Gary Christlieb and Taylor Lizzi.

• CULVER GIRLS ACADEMY 69, BOWMAN ACADEMY 33
At Culver
BA:
4 14 27 33
CGA: 32 45 55 69
BA (33): Kiamani Dillard 6, Markeysha Colman 8, Kiara Pratchett 9, Jumia
Childs 2, T’Jerika Belle 2, Zharia Dodson 2, Traciana White 0, Kelmetria
Sistrunk 2, Teasure McCrimon 0, Demia Anderson 2. Jasmine Adams 0;
Totals: 15-0 3/5 33.
CGA (69): Tori Styers 17, Kingsley Cortes 9, Jessie Etheridge 9, Marie
Steiner 16, Kennedy Kubica 5, Peyton Frank 2, Rebecca Christlieb ) Gracie
Farrall 0, Abby Ericson 2, Brooke Ditmire 2, Sydney Herzeg 9; Totals: 23-2
17/28 69.
3-pointers: BA 0, CGA 2 (Cortes, Etheridge); Fouls (fouled out) BA 17
(none), CGA 8 (none).
Records:
JV score: CGA 39 (Ericson 14, Farrall 10), Bowman 14 (Taz’Jay Hurt 10).

Glenn tops CGA
John Glenn’s girls basketball team outscored host Culver Girls Academy 30-10 in the second quarter en route to
an 80-59 win at the Academies last week.
CGA got a strong one-two punch from Tori Styers and
Kennedy Kubica, who finished with 23 and 20 points, respectively.
The high-scoring game
featured a total of 13
121
3-pointers by the two
Culver Legals
teams.

Photo/Anna Campbell

Culver Military Academy kicked off its wrestling season Saturday hosting an Early Bird Super Dual. The Eagles
finished second behind Plymouth. Pictured above, a Plymouth and CMA wrestler get set to begin their match.

• JOHN GLENN 80, CULVER
GIRLS ACADEMY 59
At Culver
JG: 22 52 66 80
CGA: 16 26 42 59
GLENN (80) Kyannah Stull 16,
Ashley Burnett 7, Delaney Patterson
5, Morgan Plunkett 2, Mariah
Plunkett 19, Chelsea Groves 3,
Haley Preston 17, Elizabeth Sarber
2, Riley Groves 5, Kelly Freehauf 2,
Bethany Hayden 2, Dessa Lang 0;
Totals: 32 9-14 80.
CGA (59) Tori Styers 23, Kingsley
Cortes 4, Jordi Blackburne 3, Marie
Steiner 20, Kennedy Kubica 4,
Peyton Frank 2, Jessie Etheridge
3, Brooke Ditmire 0. Totals: 22
9-15 59.
3-pointers: Glenn 7 (Stull 2, Mariah
Plunkett 2, Burnett, Patterson, C.
Groves); CGA 6 (Styers 3, Steiner
2, Blackburne); Fouls (fouled out):

See Sports, Page 6

NOTICE OF A HEARING ON
PROPOSED ORDINANCE
Property owners and other interested parties in the Town of Culver are hereby notified that a
public hearing will take place at
6:30 p.m., Tuesday, December 8
at Culver Town Hall, 200 East
Washington Street, Culver, on
Ordinance 2015-021, An Ordinance to Regulate the Use of
Golf Carts and Animal Drawn
Vehicles Operated for Business
Purposed Within the Corporate
Limits of the Town of Culver. All
interested parties may appear
and be heard. A copy of the ordinance is on file at the
Clerk-Treasurer’s Office, 200 E
Washington St.
Karen Heim
Clerk-Treasurer
November 17, 2015
November 26, 2015 CC5228 hspaxlp

Church Directory
Your place to find local places of worship

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” ~1 Chronicles 16:34
culver AreA cHurcHeS
Culver Bible Church
718 South Main Street
CulverBible.org
Worship Service - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Eve. Service - 6:00 p.m.
Pastor: Rev. Daniel Huhn
VVVVVVVVVVVV
Emmanuel United
Methodist Church
401 S. Main St., Culver
842-2133
Sunday School - 10:00 a.m.
Worship -9:00 a.m.
Pastor: Tom Richards
VVVVVVVVVVVV
Grace United Church of Christ
307 N. Plymouth St., Culver
574-842-2331
Church Service - 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School - 10:15 a.m.
Children and Adults
Handicapped accessible
Pastor: AnnMarie Kneebone
VVVVVVVVVVVV
Memorial Chapel
Culver Academies
Protestant Chapel -10:30 a.m.
Catholic Mass - 9:00 a.m.
Pastor: Rev. Sam Boys, Chaplain
VVVVVVVVVVVV

Mt. Hope United
Methodist Church
7022 W. 700N
574-542-9333
www.mthopechurch.com
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Pastor: Bob Metzger
VVVVVVVVVVVV
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church
110 N. Main St., Culver
842-3629
Sunday Worship -10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening - 6:30 p.m.
Pastor: Bro. Mike Cissna
VVVVVVVVVVVV
St. Elizabeth’s
Episcopal Church
515 N. State St.
http://steculver.org
Eucharist - 6:00 p.m.
Pastor: Fr. Clark S. Miller
VVVVVVVVVVVV
St. Mary of the
Lake Catholic Church
124 College Ave., Culver
www.culcom.net/~stmarys/
Sunday Masses - 7:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Pastor: Fr. Jeffrey Largent
VVVVVVVVVVVV
Trinity Lutheran Church
430 Academy Rd.
www.trinityculver.org
Sunday Worship - 9:00 a.m.
VVVVVVVVVVVV

Wesley United
Methodist Church
511 School St., Culver
842-2900
Memorial Day-Labor Day 8:00 a.m. at Culver Depot
Labor Day-Memorial Day 9:00 Sunday School
Worship - 10:00 a.m. Sanctuary
Handicapped Accessible
Pastor: Tom Harzula
VVVVVVVVVVVV

To advertise your business or
list your church services,
call Stephanie at
1-800-933-0356 or
email class@thepilotnews.com
for more information.

"But seek first
his kingdom
and his righteousness, and
all these things
will be given to
you as well."
Matthew
6:33
~

Burt’s Body Shop

All types of repairs
Glass replacement
Established in 1956
1604 W. Jefferson St., Plymouth
574-936-2780
PLYMOUTH

936-5422
Plymouth
EXCAVATING
SEPTIC PUMPING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
Sewer &
Drain Cleaning
www.stoneexcavating.com

936-3220

DELIVERY

935-4466

Limited Delivery Area

Quick’s Lanes
Jay Stone
14501 Lincoln Hwy.
Plymouth, IN 46563

(574) 935-5456

Bible Trivia
– by Wilson Casey –

DINE-IN OR CARRYOUT

Bottling Co.

“In the day when I cried out, You answered me, and
made me bold with strength in my soul.” ~Psalm 138:3

A Great Place for Fellowship, Fun &
Recreation! Bring Your Group or Class-Young and Old - Family & Friends

1024 W. Jefferson St. • 936-3633

1. Is the Book of Numbers in the Old or New Testament or neither?
2. What book of the Bible mentions the word “holiness” the most times, at 152? Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers
3. From John 13, who said to Jesus, “No, you shall
never wash my feet”? Paul, Simon Peter, Andrew,
Thomas
4. How many different foods are
mentioned in the Bible (KJV)? 26,
49, 61, 80
5. Who was Jonah’s father? Eli,
Joppa, Tirzah, Amittai
6. How many children did Hannah
have? 0, 5, 11, 20
ANSWERS: 1) Old; 2) Leviticus; 3) Simon Peter; 4) 49;
5) Amittai; 6) 5
(c) 2015 King Features Synd., Inc.
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CBGC Member
of the Month
photo provided

LEFT: Pictured is Culver Boys &
Girls Club Member of the Month for
October, Madison Summey, a 1st
grader at Culver Elementary.
She is also the club’s computer lab
area achiever, according to assistant director Criston Zehner.
This marks Madison’s second
time being designated Member of
the Month this school year, adds
Zehner.
photo provided

Monterey Lions recognized
by District Governor Randy Greer
ABOVE: Monterey’s Lions Club had a visit earlier this month from Lions International
District Governor Randy Greer and his wife Pat. Greer presented Nancy Spiewak with her
20-year service award and Darlene Denton with her 10-year service award. Club members also shared a chili dinner, prepared by club president Doug Denton, with the Greers.

Subscribe to The Culver Citizen!
1-800-933-0356

Pictured here is Greer in the center with Denton, left, and Spiewak.

Academies grad part of Veterans Day tribute to CMA-attending oldest WWII vet
By Jan Garrison, Culver Academies
It is a small world.
On Veterans Day, the Palm Springs (Calif.) Air Museum conducted a memorial service for U.S. Marine Corps
Brig. Gen. Frederick “Fritz” Payne, 104, of Rancho Mirage, Calif., who died Aug. 6.
Payne — the country’s oldest living American Fighter
Ace — attended Culver Military Academy before leaving
to enter the U.S. Naval Academy in July 1930.
The service included a fly-over by four Marine helicopters, which completed the Missing Man formation. One
of the pilots was another Culver graduate, Capt. John RF
Douglas, CMA class of 2004.
“I was shocked when my squadron was tasked with the
fly-over,” Douglas said via email. “I immediately volunteered for it. I had recently learned about General Payne
through the Naval aviation magazine Wings of Gold. I
was reading it at work one day and they had an article
about him that mentioned Culver.”

Two Cobras (AH-1Z) and two
Hueys (UH-1Y) were used for the
fly-over. The Cobras were in the
front. Douglas was in the front seat
of the second Cobra.
Now stationed at Camp Pendleton
in the San Diego area, Douglas has
been flying the AH-1Z for 2.5 years
with the Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 169 (HMLA-169).
“With flight school and other
training I’ve been in the Marines
for almost six years,” he said. After
Culver, Douglas attended Purdue
University, graduating in 2009 with
a degree in chemical engineering.
photo provided
This story appears courtesy news.
A scene from a Veterans Day ceremony to honor the late Fritz Payne, the oldest
culver.org.
surviving World War II veteran at the time of his death.

Sports from page 5
Glenn 12 (Sarber), CGA 13 (none).

Culver falls at Winamac
Culver Community fell behind 23-2 in the opening
frame in an eventual 61-190 loss at Winamac last week.
Marisa Howard paced the Lady Cavs with eight points,
while Courtney Salyer scored six.
Winamac was led by Claire Collins’ 17 points and Jessica Brandt’s 13.
• WINAMAC 61, CULVER 19
At Winamac
Culver:
2 9 13 19
Winamac: 23 45 57 61
CULVER (19): Marisa Howard 8, Courtney Salyer 6, Thea Bergersen 4, Ha

Jones 1, Alyssa Bailey 0, Allison Pearl 0; Totals 9 1-3 19.
WINAMAC (61): Claire Collins 17, Jessica Brandt 13, Jillian Brumm 9,
Cam Kopka 8, Jillian Crist 6, Alyssa Wagner 4, Erika Brogdon 2, Courntey
Kopka 2; Totals: 26 8-10 61.
3-pointers: Culver 0, Winamac 1 (Brandt); Total fouls (fouled out): Culver
8, Winamac 7.

Wrestling

CMA 2nd at Early Bird Super Dual
Culver Military Academy’s wrestling team kicked off
its season with a runner-up finish at its home Early Bird
Super Invitational Saturday.
The Eagles finished 3-1 on the day with their only loss
coming at the hands of 4-0 Plymouth.

Adam Davis won the 120-pound championship, Aaron
Brooke won the 126-pound championship, and Simon
Griffith went 4-0 on the day to top the 220-pound standings.
• CULVER MILITARY ACADEMY EARLY BIRD SUPER DUAL
At Culver
TEAM STANDINGS: 1. Plymouth 4-0; 2. CMA 3-1; 3. Adams 2-2; 4.
Knox 1-3; 5. Tippecanoe Valley 0-4.
Weight Class Champions
106: Vincent Calhoun (A); 113: Joey Zahl (A); 120: Adam Davis (CMA);
126: Aaron Brooke (CMA); 130: Cody Allman (P); 138: Collin Meister (P);
145: Ronald Fisher (K); 152: Bodie Neidig (P); 160: Tavonte Malone (A);
170: Jake Krause (K); 182: Jeremy Splix (P); 195: Trent Garza (P); 220:
Simon Griffith (CMA, 4-0), Sam Stayton (P, 2-0); 285: Justin Puglisi (P,
2-0), Graham Chapman (P, 2-0).

School from page 1
According to our reporting partners at WKVI, new doors
will be installed at the middle and high school building
which will require visitors to pass through the main office
before entering any other portion of the building (a similar
arrangement already exists at the elementary school).
It’s expected that proceeds from the corporation’s upcoming bond refunding will be used to pay for its share of
the project costs, though a formal board vote accepting the
grant is still pending.
School officials across Indiana predicted drops in ISTEP

testing scores under a new rubric introduced for this year
by the state, and principals within Culver’s corporation
discussed that reality with the school board at the meeting
(though they noted they were not allowed to be specific
yet about preliminary scores).
Brett Berndt, principal at Culver Community Middle and
High Schools, acknowledged a drop in scores he said is
comparable to that of other schools in Indiana, though too
little information exists about other scores and especially
about state standards — which will be released in Decem-

ber — to make a meaningful determination in the matter.
Berndt said the mathematics portion of the test had particularly increased in difficulty since prior tests.
Proskey reported teachers had just half of the school
year to realign lesson plans to orient students to new standards. She noted many hours which otherwise would have
been devoted to “specials” (such as gym, music, and art)
had to be spent on pretesting, largely to orient students
towards the new technology employed in the tests.
Even more significant changes are expected in ISTEP
testing is expected next year, said Proskey, calling such
frequent and dramatic changes unfair to students, teachers, and all involved. She questioned whether the tests are
an adequate reflection of the capabilities of students and
teachers.

2007 POntiac G6

4 Dr., Sunroof, V6, Full
Power, Local Owner, Lady
Driven, Only 80k Miles

Salt Special
Come see us for all
your Christmas
shopping needs!

Countryside Nite Out
December 11 • 2 p.m. to Midnight

List of other participants:
Burlington Bike Shop, Card Creations, Cedar Lane Bike Shop,
Centsible Clothing & More, Country Home Furniture,
Country Quilt Creations, Countryside Vendors, Dutch Country Bulk Foods,
Heritage Fabrics & General Store, Homestyle Furniture of Rentown,
John’s Bargain Barn, L & J Cycle, Little Nook Bookstore,
Mint City Millwork, Nappanee Bicycle, Pine Hill Discount,
Rentown Country Store, Ruth’s Library & Stamping Supplies,
Weaver Furniture, Weaver’s Dutch Country Surplus, Woodland Variety

29999 CR 56, Nappanee, IN
VM

574-773-4279

Hours: Closed Sun • Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 8-5 • Tues 8-7 • Sat 8-1

$
BE

MarSsThOF
Countall
y

2015

GOBLE

Cash Price

8,900

truck
center

US 35 N., Winamac • 574-946-6683 • www.goblegm.com

Anytime

Buy 5 bags
of salt

Get 1
Free

(Cash & Carry • 40# or 50# bags)

Limited time offer. Dealer participation may vary.

Antiques · Shabby Chic · Gifts · Vintage Chic · Industrial · Repurposed

New Merchandise
& Discounts!

Culligan Soft Water
Sales & Service

Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00; Sat. 8:00-12:00
326 E. Jefferson St., Plymouth
574-936-3556 • 1-800-333-2503

102 N Market Street
Winamac
760.315.1356
Tuesday-Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-4
www.facebook.com/vintagesoulhome
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Classifieds
the pilot news group

monday - friday 8:00am - 5:00pm EST

PHONE - 574-936-3101 | FAX - 574-936-7491 | OFFICE - 214 N. Michigan St., Plymouth

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE OR BY PHONE

Pilot News, Advance News, Bourbon News-Mirror, Bremen Enquirer, Culver Citizen, Knox Leader, Shopper, Review

574-936-3101

Place An Ad

24/7

Ad Deadlines

Pilot News - 1 day prior, 12PM EST
Shopper - Tuesdays, 4PM EST
Weeklies - Mondays, 12PM EST

www.thepilotnews.com
Click Classiﬁeds

We accept Check, Cash, or Credit Cards
Premium Fall
Clean Up
Commercial and
Residential
Lawn Mowing
Shrub Trimming
James Shoemaker, Owner

574-952-8238

170
Help Wanted

170
Help Wanted

FEMALE
SEEKS
male, 50 to 65. Call or
text
Linda
at
(574)207-3568

AUTOMOTIVE COLLISION repair, RV repair
and restoration shop
has immediate openings for auto body collision techs, and RV
paint repair positions.
EXPERIENCED APPLICANTS ONLY. Insurance package offered as well as vacation benefits. Very
competitive wages for
experienced applicants. Apply in person
to: S & S Automotive
LLC. 66485 State Rd
19 Wakarusa, IN
46573

EXPERIENCED
FORKLIFT operator
needed for year round
outside position that
also requires climbing
stairs and entering
large tanks to perform
various duties, starting
at $15.24/hr. Cannot
be claustrophobic or
afraid of heights. Apply
Bay Valley Foods
1430 Western Ave,
Plymouth M-TH 8
-11:30
am
EEO- M/F/Vets/Disab

HELP AT Home Is
Seeking Non Medical
Homemaker & Attendant care staff in Marshall County and Surrounding Areas. We
Offer Competitive
Wages, Vacation &
Holiday Pay, Travel
Time, Mileage and
Supplemental Health/
Dental Insurance and
Sign-On Bonus! Apply
on line at www.helpathome.com or visit
us at 53779 Generations Drive South
Bend,
IN.
574-271-8313

170
Help Wanted
Stringers/ Writers
The Pilot News Group
is looking for people to
cover events, take pictures in the Marshall
county area. If interested email Diona at
deskew@thepilotnews.
com

PART OR FULL TIME
Cook & server- Culver574-842-4444

advertise 936-3101

SPIRITUAL CARE COUNSELOR
We are seeking candidates for a full-time, day
shift, Spiritual Care Counselor position based out
of our Plymouth office. Requirements include a
master's degree in Theology. Completion of one
year of Clinical Pastoral Education within a health
care setting and ordination or denominational
endorsement preferred.
CENTER FOR HOSPICE CARE
501 COMFORT PLACE
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545
FAX: 574-243-4028
gnothv@centerforhospice.org
www.centerforhospice.org
EOE

Call Stephanie for more information

Check Your Ad

Please notify us immediately if there is an error in your ad.
Check your ad the first day it runs.
class@thepilotnews.com

If you would like to be a featured advertiser,
please call 936-3101.
Sports Reporter

170
Help Wanted

FOUND: BOYS bike
(blue 27inch) in the
Tall Oaks Area, Plymouth in late October.
(574)930-0725

Statewide Advertising

Have a service or product you would like to advertise in more
than 140 newspapers with only one phone call? Starting at $340

featured advertisers

140
Personals

145
Lost & Found

Business & Services Directory

Reach over 98,000 potential customers every week for as
little as $115 per month.

FIBERGLASS PATTERN & Mold Maker /
Mold Repair: Seeking
experienced Fiberglass
Pattern & Mold Maker
to produce tooling for
the Bus, RV & Marine
Industries. Also seeking experienced Fiberglass Mold Repair / Final Finish persons to
sand, buff patterns and
molds, & for misc.
Mold Repair. Apply at:
Bremen Composites
LLC., 425 Industrial
Dr., Bremen, IN 46506.
FIBERGLASS- EXPERIENCED GRINDERS,
rollers, mold repair and
final finish needed.
Apply at: Bremen
Composites, 425 Industrial Drive, Bremen,
IN 46506

SEEKING QUALIFIED
FORKLIFT ROAD
TECHNICIAN
must
have: Strong mechanic
background (willing to
train). Must have own
tools, Competitive pay
based on skill level.
Must have valid drivers
license and good driving record & willing to
work 40hrs. Call Ken,
574-276-0263
or
574-936-3431

The Pilot News Group
is looking for a part
time reporter
170 to cover
sports in the Marshall
Help
Wanted
County area. If interested contact Diona at
574-936-3101, ext 124
o r
e m a i l
deskew@thepilotnews.
com

175
Drivers Wanted
DRIVERS:
HOME
Daily or Every-Other
Day. No Touch! No
Slip
Seat!
No
OTR! Weekly Schedule; Weekly Pay. Insurance Plans, 401K &
More. Join our elite
team
of
CDL-A
Drivers. Call:
1-855-975-3691

300
Pets & Supplies

BOURBON: 1 BEDROOM Apartment.
$425 per month plus
deposit. Call (574)
993-0980.
COUNTRY PLACE
In Plymouth Is
Accepting
Applications for
Eff.-1-2-3 BR
Units
(Accepts Section 8)

109 DICKSON Street
4 bedroom 2 1/2 baths
1 car garage. $1100.
Call 574-936-4487

MALLARD (15) Ducks
and Khahi Campbell
(4) ducks, $6/each.
(574)249-5430

3 BEDROOM HOME
with 1 car garage.
1227 Jackson Heights
Rd. Plymouth. $900.
574-936-4487

325
Garage Sales

This institution is
an Equal Opportunity
Provider & Employer

Call (574)936-8754
1420 W. Madison St.

2 BR, 1 BR, Studios

Spacious 2 bedroom
Laundry hookups
Call for details

(574) 936-3496

TOP PAY

• General laborer • Roofing
• Siding • Drywall

(574) 780-3467
Pay based on experience.

TOP PAY
• obrero general • Roofing • Revestimiento
• Drywall -Preste basado en la experiencia. (574) 780-3467

FREE RENT Specials!

www.valueproperties.net
NAPPANEE: 2BR-DUPLEX w/Central Air.
Water/Sewer
and
Trash Included in rent.
Deposit/$350 then
$465/mo. No pets.
574-267-3460
ORA: 2BR lower level
apartment. No pets.
$475/month plus security deposit/references.
(574)542-2840

Residential Support Staff
We are looking for caring, detail oriented persons to assist disabled
individuals in their home environment, various shifts. Must have GED
or High School Diploma and current Indiana Driver’s license, ability to
pas a drug/Alcohol test. No experience, will train.
Family Service Worker
Must have HS diploma, bilingual preferred. Strong communication
and problem-solving skills. Must have a working knowledge of
community resources in Marshall & Starke counties. Ability to work a
flexible schedule, including evenings and weekends.
Classroom Teacher
Bachelor’s degree in ECE, Child Development or related field preferred;
Associate Degree in ECE required. Experience teaching young children
in a classroom setting. Ability to work a flexible schedule to accommodate
required home visits/ parent teacher conferences, etc. as required.

BARGAIN
FINDERS
1 FIRESTONE tire
P-215/55/17 like new
$20 574-542-2934

KENMORE GAS grill
w/side burner &tank
$50
OBO
574-936-1118

4 BF Goodrich tires
P245/75 R16 Good
Tread
$50
574-542-2934

MISC. AUTOMOBILE
items
$30
OBO
574-540-1941

AMERICAN GIRL doll,
good condition $50
574-773-4890 ext. 1

PIED MONT Firch
Christmas tree 7.5 ft.
$20 574-249-8797

FIREWOOD
ALL
ready to burn, all cut &
split $50 574-936-9045
FOUR LAWN furniture
chairs $30 OBO
574-540-1941

RECORD ALBUM,
The Worlds Greatest
Waltzes
$12
574-784-2072

$$$SAVE$$$

Apply in person at: 1901 Pidco Dr, Plymouth, IN.
No phone calls please. EOE

5 MINUTES south of
Plymouth: Very nice &
clean 2BR/2BA on lake
w/pier. All appliances
included.
No
pets/smoking.
$750/month plus utilities/deposit.
(574)935-5732 call/text
(574)276-2163
PLYMOUTH AREA:
3BR/1BA w/1 car garage w/lean-out, tenant
pays utilities. New windows, furnace, and
roof. $750/month plus
deposit. No dogs,
(574)936-3496
SAN PIERRE: Older
2-3BR
house.
$375/month & deposit.
Pets OK, as it.
(574)207-3875

215 Mobile Homes
/ Lots / Rent
LAPAZ: 3BR, 2BA.
some utilities included.
No pets or smoking
574-936-3496

300
Pets & Supplies

Penthouse:

FREE TO a good
home: Medium sized
Lop
Rabbit.
(574)540-6082

3 BR & 2 BA one level
Perfect for live-in help
*Elevator to your door*
Heat & Hot water included

FREE TO good home:
All grey male cat, very
nice. (574)341-0016

OVER 3,000 SQ FT!

574-936-3496

MARSHALL STARKE DEVELOPMENT
CENTER IS HIRING!

574-892-5007

205
Houses for Rent

BREMEN PARK
APARTMENTS

NICE CLEAN PlySports Reporter
mouth 1BR (all utilities
The Pilot News Group
included). No smokis looking for a part
ing/pets.
time reporter to cover
574-952-3155 (leave
sports in the Marshall
message)
County area. If interested contact Diona at
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK,
PUT
THEM
TO WORK FOR YOU!
574-936-3101, ext 124
o r
e m a i l
deskew@thepilotnews.
com

Spend a little now, save a lot later.

200 Apartments
for Rent

200 Apartments
for Rent

574-546-9494

Johnny’s Roofing

“Serving Marshall County since 1972!”
Shingle & Flat Roofs
Roof Repairs

PLYMOUTH: 1BR Upstairs, $550/month, all
utilities
included
574-936-2723
or
574-936-8988 (after
4:00pm)
PLYMOUTH: 1BR,
$525/month & 2BR.
$585/month. Both include
water/sewer/trash. No
pets/smoking.
(574)952-6384
PLYMOUTH: 2BR,
water/sewer/trash included. New furnace &
AC. $550 month/security +gas/electric.
(574)930-0513
To subscribe - 936-3101

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!

BREMEN: 14961 Shivley Road, November
27-28, 8am-6pm & November 29, 9am-4pm
MOVING
SALE
Fooseball table, furniture, milk bottle collection, antiques, old records, Chevy bumper
& tailgate, Longaberger Baskets, Corian
counter-top, and more!

331 Appliances
18.2 CUBIC Ft. Refrigerator. Excellent condition, 2 years old, $375
OBO 574-279-1866

365
Firewood/Fuel
SEASONED
FIREWOOD, split to size,
stored inside. Delivery
available.
(574)952-2691
or
(574)952-9025

390
Wanted to Buy

BUYING COIN
Collections, Silver
& Gold Items
(574)209-1001

400 Automobiles
1994 DODGE Caravan: Power handi-cap
door/ramp w/remote.
Good and dependable.
$3000.00
(574)941-2181

APPLEWOOD APARTMENTS
1701 Northwood Dr., Nappanee, IN 46550

1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Units Now Available
Rent based on household income.
Limited assistance available.

Call (574)773-8922
Water & Sewer Included In Rent
For Hearing Impaired Only
Call TDD #1-800-743-3333

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer”
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Regional
Advertising
ADVERTISERS: You
can place a 25-word
classified ad in more
than 140 newspapers
across the state for as
little as $340.00 with
one order and paying
with one check through
ICAN, Indiana Classified Advertising Network. For Information
contact the classified
department of your local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
State Press Association, (317) 803-4772.

work. For Information
contact the classified
department of your local newspaper or call
ICAN direct at Hoosier
Regional
State Press Association,Advertising
(317) 803-4772.
ADOPTION
ADOPTION: Incredibly
loving, young couple
wants to give your
baby a warm, caring,
happy home with every
advantage. Expenses
paid. Call/text Rebecca
& David 646-378-9326.
CAREER TRAINING

paid. Call/text Rebecca
& David 646-378-9326.
CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE
CAREERS
Regional
begin here - Get FAA
Advertising
approved Aviation
Tech training. Job
placement assistance Delta, Southwest, Boeing and many others
hire AIM grads. CALL
AIM. 888-242-3197
FOR SALE - AUTOS
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS
SWAP MEET All Make
& Model - All Indoor 700 Spaces, November 29th, Indiana State
Fairgrounds, Indianapolis, IN 8am-3pm
Info. 708-563-4300
www.SuperSundayIndy.com

stallation. FREE 3
months
of
HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX
The
starz. FREE HD/DVR
Upgrade! 2015 NFL
Sunday
Ticket InRegional
cluded (Select PackAdvertising
ages) New Customers
Only.
CALL
1-800-319-1528

Classifieds

Off Your Stairlift Purchase!** Buy Direct &
SAVE. Please call
1-800-991-8315 for
FREE DVD and brochure.Regional

Advertising

Dish Network - Get
MORE for LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for
12 months.) PLUS
Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet
for
$15
more/month.) CALL
Now 1-800-283-0560
Switch & Save Event
from DirecTV! Packages starting at
$19.99/mo.
Free
3-Months of HBO,
starz, SHOWTIME &
CINEMAX FREE GENIE HD/DVR Upgrade!
2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included with
Select Packages. New
Customers Only IV
Support Holdings LLCAn authorized DirecTV
Dealer Some exclusions apply - Call for
details 1-800-319-1528
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The Addiction Hope &
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($2.00 per additional word. Private party ads only. Garage Sales not included. 6 days in the Pilot and 1 week in all other papers.)

Write your ad using this form. One word per line. Punctuation is free.

Additional Words
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call
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City ________________________ State ________ Zip ______________________
Home Phone # ______________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed $ ___________________________________________________
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Master Card
Check or Money Order
Card Number # _______________________________________________________
Expiration Date ______________________________________________________

Mail this form along with payment to:

Community Classifieds
PO Box 220, Plymouth IN 46563
Questions? Call 574-936-3101 or 1-800-933-0356 or fax 574-936-7491
PREPAYMENT IS REQUIRED
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Walls from page 4
ingly, one proposal called for the consolidation of Culver
with Aubbeenaubee Twp. and Argos, something which the
paper reported was voted down by an 85 percent majority.
Eventually the state’s committee gave notice that consolidating Aubbeenaubee, North Bend and Culver was
legal and would be effective as of December 27, 1962.
“his gave Culver quite a variety of administrative heads
during one school year,”: which was reflected in Culver
High School’s 1963 “Tomahawk” (for the then-mascot of
the Culver Indians) yearbook.
Although preceding the actual building reflecting the
change by five years, 1963 saw the birth of Culver Community Schools, a reorganized district comprised of Aubbeenaubee, North Bend, and Union Townships (and at
that point, no less than three counties, an unusual situation statewide).
By 1965, the school board was already discussing details of the pending new building, which the Citizen covered throughout the year.
One debated facet of the plans was its inclusion of a
swimming pool at the new high school building, something for which students and some community organiza- ABOVE: The first graduating class of Culver Comm. High
tions (such as the Culver Jaycees) expressed enthusiastic School enters the gymnasium in 1969. BELOW: The first
support. In fact, the school board approved inclusion of CCHS ‘Cavalcade’ yearbook, from 1969.
it in plans for the new building in May, 1965. A vocal James Truelove for Moncontingency, however, opposed it. Specifically, a group terey. School board members
from Aubbeenaubee Township requested the school board included Ray Winters, reprenix the idea due not only to the initial financial outlay to senting Monterey; Everett
install the pool, but the ongoing cost of it maintenance, Dowd, North Bend; Woodie
including staffing towards that end.
McGlothin, Aubbee, Walter
Eventually financial concerns won out, and the ‘Swim- Johnson, Culver; and Oscar
ming Cavaliers’ became the stuff only of imagination.
Wesson, Union Twp.
During the summer of 1966, the school board reviewed
In March of 1968, “Culver
final plans for the new high school building, with Ralph Community High School”
Osborn appointed the head of a school building corpo- was adopted as the offiration which also included Eldon Davis, Wayne Roe, cial name of the new high
Donald Taylor, W. Wayne Kline, Cecil Lucas, and Glenn school, and the aforemenOvermyer. That same summer, superintendent Frank Mc- tioned administrative list
Clane stepped down and was replaced by Robert Rust.
was considerably reduced
By December, the board had received bids for the build- by the autumn of that year,
ing, and in April of 1967, The Culver Citizen ran an art- when the new building was first occupied, with Charles
ist’s conception of the new campus on page 1, along with a Bernhardt alone serving as principal (Rust continued to
description of the building including 23 classrooms (with serve as superintendent).
10 laboratories for science, language, home economics,
That fall also saw the announcement that the new athand business), an 800-seat auditorium, gymnasium, facili- letic moniker for the school would be the Cavaliers, elimities for agriculture, industrial arts, drafting, music, art and nating the old team names of each individual school conceramics, and of course a cafeteria. A library providing solidated, including Culver itself. New school colors of
for 7,000 volumes in perimeter shelving was discussed, as black, white, and burnt orange were also adopted as was a
well as administrative, guidance, and health areas.
new school song and school seal.
The architectural and engineering firm of M-W Inc., of
The seal is a bit of an education in itself, with its meanIndianapolis, handled planning and design, with general ing doubtless lost to many of us today. The cavalier shield
construction to be undertaken by VanKempe Construction included five interlocked circles, denoting that the school
of Demotte, Indiana.
opened during an Olympic year and emphasizing “that
Ground was broken for the new building, at the corner excellent physical fitness for all students and an opporof State Road 10 and School Street, in June of 1967.
tunity to compete in sports are valid objectives in a comThat same month, Culver Community Schools became plete high school curriculum.”
unique within the entire state when it was announced that
The map of Indiana points to the state function of the
Tippecanoe Township, in Pulaski County, would also be school, with the canoe reminding the viewer of the Ameriannexed into the school corporation.
can Indian heritage of the area, both on Lake MaxinkuckIt’s interesting to note that Cary Cummins had been ee and the Tippecanoe River. The thespian mark and lamp
designated head building supervisor for the building but in one corner symbolize enlightenment and education,
never lived to see it completed, dying of cancer in October and the sword and fluer de lis hearken to the determinaof 1968. Cummins’ daughter, Bobetta Washburn Ruhnow, tion of cavaliers to persevere in pursuit of worthy goals
died earlier this month after a lifetime of service to Culver and appreciate the beauty of nature. An Indian mask recomparable to that of her father, whose tombstone was minds all of the regional Trail of Death, which removed
made of the bricks of the new school building as a final the Potawatomi Indians.
tribute to him.
Culver Community High School was officially dediThe 1967-68 school year was the end of an era in Cul- cated on April 27, 1969, with ISHA commissioner Phil
ver, being the very last for Culver High School proper, Eskew speaking, alongside Linda Sherill, president of
and the last year 9th through 12th grade students would at- the Student Council. Honorable guests included Dr. Otis
tend classes in the building first constructed in 1912, a few Bowen, State Legislature and Speaker of State Senate;
blocks south of today’s high school (the site, of course, Kenneth Cole, former principal; and John Bradamas,
continued on as Culver Elementary, and briefly as the ju- Senator from Indiana (who was unable to attend). The day
nior high school until the early 1980s).
was dedicated to Cary Cummins.
That year, John R. Hayes served as CHS’ principal, with
Few major changes followed for the school building
J. Arthur Howard heading under the Aubbee banner and over subsequent decades, though a major shift occurred in

1984 when the original, 1912 Culver High School building was demolished to make way for a new cafeteria for
the Culver Elementary School. The old building had been
serving as the home to Culver’s “junior high” (that is, 7th
and 8th grade students), and those students affected were
moved into the Culver Community High School building,
which would officially become the Culver Community
Junior-Senior High School for several years.
It’s interesting to note, given drops in student numbers
in more recent years, that while numbers fluctuated over
the course of the ensuing years, they peaked during
the 1997-98 school year, when the official number
was 1,254. Many Culverites may remember this period
as marked by portable classroom buildings and a motivation to expand school building sizes, projects which in
fact followed over the next several years.
By the mid-2000s, not only had Culver Elementary significantly expanded (to the north, to its present configuration) in response to those numbers, but the high school
building saw a significant shift. This included a change
perhaps overdue from the mid-1980s, which was greater
physical separation of the middle and high school spaces,
shifting middle school classrooms, lockers, and administrative offices to the south end of the building (middle
schoolers continued to share the cafeteria with high school
students, though for different lunch periods, as well as the
“arts” spaces including music and band room and industrial and fine arts).
MPA Architects of South Bend designed the new middle school gymnasium as well.
This period also saw the demise of the school corporation’s administrative offices on Ohio Street and the
new construction of the present building at the corner of
School Street and Academy Road, a project not without
some controversy from some residents due to cost expenditures (Monterey Elementary, which occupied the town’s
former high school building, was also renovated during
this general period; it closed permanently — and controversially — in 2011).
One repeatedly sticky wicket in the area of some of these
building projects related to state-mandated fiscal policies
which in a few cases led to situations where teachers were
being cut from the staff simultaneous to new building
projects commencing, something taxpayers understandably had some trouble accepting (but which grew from
policies at the state level not available to change from local officials).
At the time the building expansions of just over a decade ago were taking place, of course, school officials had
no premonition of the demographic shifts to come, with
Culver specifically seeing decreasing numbers of young
families as housing costs rose and job bases shifted. This
was exacerbated by state policies of recent years which
not only allowed taxpayers to choose any school district
they wished their child to attend (as opposed to being
required to attend the district in which they lived, as in
the past, or else being forced to pay a tuition fee), and
voucher programs which “followed” each student towards
private as well as public schools, according to each family’s choice.
More broadly speaking, national trends in residence
and commerce have diluted rural populations even more,
leaving smaller, rural school districts with fewer students
farther flung and considering options for the future (the
case of the North Judson-San Pierre corporation comes
to mind, where a referendum to raise property taxes to
cover budget shortfalls failed earlier this month, leaving a
district covering many miles of Starke County unsure of
its future next year).
Culver Community High School, then, remains an updated and quite serviceable building just a few years shy
of its 50th birthday, with school officials and community
volunteers hard at work to consider new paths towards its
future (note the article in this week’s Culver Citizen on
the corporation’s strategic planning efforts, with more to
come).

Small BuSineSS Saturday
November 28

th

Shopping?

RESPITE JUNCTION AHEAD
LUNCH - DINNER - REfREsHmENts

The Kibitzer

an urban boutique featuring hand-picked clothing & accessories

101 W. Main St., Kewanna, IN • 574-842-2503

114 south main street • culver, indiana

Gloria & Randy Banks

574.635.0011
www.shopcivvies.com

Just a 20-minute drive thru the country!!!

Shop with us on Small
Business Saturday,
November 28, and enjoy
an extra 50% off
clearance items!
109 S. Main Street, Culver, IN 46511
574-842-8870 • www.divainculver.com

mon closed • tues-sat 10-5 • sun 10-3ish

After shopping up an appetite Jumbo Candles with Elegant Stand
come see us to refuel
to shop some more

50

% Off

Available in pear, vanilla, banana bread, and more!
While Supplies Last!

620 E. Lakeshore Dr., Culver, Indiana • thelakehouseculver.com

Culver Coffee Company

Hours: Closed Monday • Tuesday-Sunday Open at 11 a.m.
Closed Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Years Day, Easter
Sunday & Last Sunday in January-First Thursday in February for our Winter Break

634 Lake Shore Dr., Culver • 574-842-6326
www.culvercoffeecompany.com

Shop Local!
Art Gallery
Jan Peyser presents
Paintings · Jewelry · Pewter · Art Glass
Clocks · Kaleidoscopes · Porcelain · Hats
110 S. Main Street, Culver, Indiana · 574-850-2137

Lakeside Auto Supply Corp.

shop small to build
a better neighborhood

111 s. main
842-2671

202 S. Main St., Culver • 842-3658
Serving the Culver community for 20 years

mon-sat 10-5
sun 10-2
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Library news
CUTPL holiday closings for Thanksgiving
days

Culver-Union Township Public Library will be closed
on Thursday, Nov. 26 and Friday, Nov. 27 in observance
of the Thanksgiving holiday. The library will resume normal hours of operation on Saturday, Nov. 28 at 9 a.m.

CUTPL’s development through the years, starting at 1
p.m.
Andrew Carnegie Essay contest winners will receive
their awards and more music from the time of the Library’s
founding will complete the Centennial year festivities.
Light refreshments will be provided by the Friends of
the Library, who will also be holding a book sale from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Copies of the selection are available for checkout and
may be reserved by contacting the library at 574-8422941.
Patrons are encouraged to bring their lunch to eat while
they enjoy the movie and the discussion afterwards.
The Culver-Union Township Public Library is located
at 107 N. Main Street in Culver. All programs are free and
open to the public.

CUTPL’s book/film group, A Novel Approach, will
meet Wed., Dec. 2 at noon in the library’s large meeting
room located downstairs at the library.
The book discussed will be “Christmas Memory” by
Truman Capote. The film, which stars Patty Duke as
Snook and Eric Lloyd as Buddy (Truman Capote), is of
the same title.
Both parents are too busy to care for a 7 year old. They
drop him off with distant relatives. His new best friend
is an older simple woman, Sook, who makes his life one
adventure after another.

is providing the coloring sheets and colors, but feel free to
bring your own. The event takes place Monday, Dec. 14
starting at 5 p.m. in the children’s room.

Upgrades of electrical work throughout the park are
also hoped for, it was noted.
Park board member Rhonda Reinhold led the meeting
and also detailed some of the work done up to that point,

including new HVAC throughout the beach lodge, resurfacing of the lodge’s leaking deck (as well as addition of
safer railings around the deck), and other work.

of Culver’s primary industrial entity, Elkay, live outside
of town (as do many employees of the two local schools,
nursing home, and other businesses).
Most agree that housing costs in the area are prohibitive
for many, and that’s not limited to Elkay staff, but even
to many faculty members at both Culver Academies and
Culver Community High School, and the town of Culver
is at least working towards some offsetting of that problem.
One interesting possible tie-in to this situation to this
discussion relates to a gathering of members of the boards
of the Culver & Lake Maxinkuckee Visitor Center and
Culver Chamber of Commerce, among others, earlier this
month with Mark Newman, director of tourism for the
State of Indiana.
As some may recall, Newman acted as a facilitator
this past January for a broader “think tank” on tourism in
Culver, and this time around he sought to assist the Visitor Center in developing an action plan, which included
identifying meaningful challenges facing moving Culver
forward.
Within the context of that discussion, I’d add the lack
of ideal access to overnight accommodations to any 2015
efforts to replicate Kyle’s list.
It’s an ongoing “elephant in the room” that there are a
certain number of inns, bed and breakfasts, and the like
here, of course (which the Citizen is continuing to profile in an ongoing series aimed at collating and sharing
information about them), but the process of finding and
booking a room or rooms for a potential visitor (whether
a complete newcomer or potential guest at an Academies
or other event) is a complicated and unfriendly one. Some
entities have online booking available, though how
it’s handled varies widely.
Further, many of the
beds available for overnight stays in Culver are
privately owned cottages
or homes, and there’s easy,
convenient way to track
them all down quickly and
compare and contrast for a
potential visitor to find the
locale which best suits their
needs.
So what do said potential visitors do? They tend
to book rooms instead in
Plymouth or Rochester,
where the online process is
fairly straightforward and
information readily available without making multiple phone calls. There, they
spend gas, grocery, dining,
and other convenience-oriented dollars outside Culver businesses.
I recognize some readers
see encouraging tourism as
contrary to developing the
year-round residents we all
desire, and I certainly don’t
think tourism is the only

answer (housing and business development, as mentioned
before, are also major efforts needing continual attention).
But helping facilitate more bodies in Culver helps in a
couple of ways: it exposes all that we have to offer —and
we have a great deal, I’d argue — to new people who
could choose to move and stay here. And yes, I’m aware
of the challenges of Culver as an increasingly retirementoriented community and one full of second home owners
who stay here only sporadically.
But I also see a new wave of younger people moving
here, several of whom I can name off the top of my head.
Some are single, perhaps exhausted by the rat race of success, status, and personal fulfillment in suburbs and strip
malls so imposed upon so-called Millennials, hungering
instead for more authentic community and natural beauty.
Others are young families, hoping to raise their children
in an environment of safety, cleanliness, community, and
shared values and traditions (as an aside, I see it as an
interesting temperature-taking of Culver today that Joel
Samuelson, who defies the age-oriented stereotype of either a retiree or a local business owner serving in a municipal setting, recently ran for and won a seat on Culver’s
town council; he’s not a “newcomer,” certainly, but he fits
the age and life status range I’m thinking of here).
Secondly, tourism does mean dollars in the pockets of
local businesses. Most of us aren’t going to keep such
businesses open by our own spending trends, which like
everyone else’s tend heavily towards those big box and
internet stores I mentioned earlier. If we want Culver’s
store fronts to fill, there has to be someone to spend money at them. I’m sympathetic to the argument that if more
“affordable” stores open, more local people will frequent
them, but I do believe many will shop online and out of
town for the convenience and a bottom line price no local
shop owner can consistently match.
Contrary to what seems to have been the case in 1956,
discussion of “What’s Wrong with Culver” is robust and
frequent nowadays, which in many ways I’d argue is a
good sign.
Is Culver in 2015 divided along the lines of “sub communities” (town, lake, Academy, rural...perceived wealth,
and so on)? Yes. Was it in 1956, in the “good old days”?
Yes. I’d argue we’re talking about it more, in a way, because some of those barriers have begun to break down.
We’re in closer proximity to one another, rubbing elbows.
Of course we’re also talking about it because some with
less income or status feel they’re being edged out of the
Culver they remember. That’s a topic I’ve written about
frequently over the years in this paper, and again I understand the feeling. But I’d argue that, looking around us,
we’re seeing the flight of many (and their dollars) to larger
urban and suburban areas, leaving fewer and fewer small
towns, with little evidence that trend will stop.
The days of self-contained economies in small towns
are over, at least for now, and Culver has been learning to
trade on what’s unique to it in order to maintain a town at
all. Without doing so, even more store fronts will empty,
infrastructure erode, property values sink to lows no one
wants, and a negative cycle will feed upon itself.
The question which faced Bob Kyle faces us: will we
learn to work together, across economic, educational, and
geographic lines, with the goal that everyone “wins” in
the future Culver? I see plenty of evidence that we’re on
that track. Hopefully we can continue.

 UTPL Carnegie centennial year closing
C
‘Christmas Memory’ book-film group Coloring Night for Teens Dec. 14
events Dec. 5
Have you heard of the new fad? Clear your mind and
CUTPL will hold the closing ceremonies for our cen- Dec. 2
join us for a stress-relieving hour of coloring. The library

tennial year celebration Saturday, Dec. 5.
The day begins at 9 a.m. at Millers Merry Manor at 730
School St., where families are invited to meet Miss Jill for
Holiday storytime and caroling.
Then Santa will be visiting the library from 10 a.m. to
noon.
The library’s annual Holiday Open House and the closing ceremonies of its centennial year celebration will begin at noon with Stage II singing Christmas songs from
the “big band” era.
Jeff Kenney will give a PowerPoint presentation about

Arts and crafts all day at CUTPL Dec. 21

Join Miss Jill and Miss Erin Monday, Dec. 21 starting
at 1o a.m. for a day of arts and crafts. Arrive anytime between the hours of 10 and 7 p.m.
All programs are free and open to the public.

Park from page 2
eventually aim for a $400,000 construction grant towards
much-needed work at the park, especially on the beach
lodge building, which has seen its first major work in four
decades, within the past year.

View from page 4
gest drive people to shop outside of Culver, where prices
aren’t geared towards the summer trade (today, local prices are almost secondary to the reality that most of us shop
online and at “big box” chain stores as a matter of habit,
routing dollars outside the community).
Culver’s tax rates, while not exceptionally high, says
Kyle, could be lower (in this he’s well before the taxation
of lake properties in the area at annual rates which exceed
the salaries of many area families). In the good-news-forus category, Kyle also cites an obsolete water system as
problematic, something Culver today has largely alleviated; similarly, he calls for a zoning ordinance for the town,
which would also happen within a decade of his writing.
Most of his concerns as to parking and improvement of
streets has also been nicely improved upon in more recent
years.
Kyle, for what it’s worth, also predicted the coming crisis in finance for the town park, which wasn’t bringing
in enough revenue to maintain its facilities. Various steps
over the ensuing decades alleviated this, and of course today the renting of boat slips in the park has made it one of
the most solvent facets of the town.
Praised by Kyle were Culver’s churches, restaurants,
and shops, as well as its school facilities.
While the dynamics of Culver have obviously changed
considerably since 1956, both Kyle’s comments and that
of the earlier writer reflect surprisingly ongoing similarities.
I recall during planning meetings for Culver’s comprehensive plan a similar call for additional industry as a
panacea for what ails Culver, which struck me as ignoring
the now well-established fact that most of the employees

Countdown to
Christmas

The Culver Citizen will be counting down the
days to Christmas & would like to publish
pictures of local children each week in December.
If you would like your children or grandchildren included
please email or drop off the picture with names
of children & parents.
Email: cstockton@thepilotnews.com
Drop off at our office:
214 N. Michigan St., Plymouth
Limited spots avaiLabLe
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