In Brief

Open gym

Adult basketball contin-
ues from 1-3 p.m., at the
Culver Middle School Gym
Sundays, through Feb. 8.

This is for adults, in the
local ~ community/school
district. Please bring your
good sportsmanship and
please do not bring your
children. Cost to play (for
insurance) is $2 per Sun-
day. Call Ken VanDePutte,
574-274-9942.

Culver boat slips

available for rental

The Culver Park and
Recreation Department has
boat slips available for the
20-11 boating season. In-
terested individuals should
contact Kelly Young, park
superintendent at 574-842-
3510 during the evening
hours to inquire about the
slips.

Fees for the upcoming
season are $700 for Culver/
Union Township residents
and $1,000 for individuals
owning property outside
the area. A boat lift is re-
quired for boats and wave
runners. Spaces are also
available for Hobie sail-
boats and kayaks.

Community meal at

Grace Jan. 15

Grace United Church of
Christ will hold its monthly
community meal on Satur-
day, Jan. 15 at 6 p.m. All
are invited to this free, ecu-
menical event whose pur-
pose is to share a friendly
meal in a welcoming, com-
munity atmosphere. The
meals are held on the 15th
day of each month in the
basement of the church.

TOPS meets

Culver

Meet new friends and
Take Off Pounds Sensibly
(TOPS) at the TOPS meet-
ings held every Wednesday
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the
Grace United Church of
Christ, 307 N. Plymouth
St., Culver, in the lower
level conference room (use
east, front entrance). There
is no charge to visit. Fol-
low the TOPS weight-loss
“winners of the world” and
learn how to achieve KOPS
status. For more informa-
tion contact Chris at 574-
850-3914 or visit www.
tops.org online.

Culver postage-Air
Mail connection
exhibited

Culver’s connection to
the creation of US Air Mail
is one topic to be explored at
anew exhibit just opened at
the Culver Academies Mu-
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A midwinter’s Culver sundown

CITIZEN PHOTOS AND LAYOUT/JEFF KENNE

ABOVE: Though a New Year’s Eve rain washed away picturesque, snowy scenes from the Culver area, a few days earlier the sun set over an ice-covered Lake
Maxinkuckee dotted with ice fishermen and the sort of pastoral beauty Culverites are used to. Pictured here is the sunset over Aubbeenaubbee Bay looking west.

Culver's New Year’s gift to
residents: over $1 million
in grant-funded projects

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

As folks the world over look back over the “good, the bad, and the ugly” from 2010,
Culverites can look to a year chock full of funds flowing into the community towards its
improvement, and all of it without raising a dime in taxes. In fact, says Town Manager
Michael Doss -- a key individual responsible for progress on the host of grant-funded
Culver projects secured last year -- that amounts to between $1,400 and $1,500 per resi-
dent in additional monies to improve the community and its infrastructure.

With heated language firing back and forth on the national political scene about respon-
sible use of public funds, Doss sees this as an example of government working efficiently
for the people’s best interest.

“Overall this year we secured about $1,244,000 in grant money,” says Doss, towards
$1,669,000 in total cost for projects planned. “We really spent the tail end of 2009 and
beginning of 2010 doing planning, and then we went out and got funding. We’re now in
the pipeline to do the work in 2011.”

The rundown of 2011 projects planned to commence includes the Lake Maxinkuckee
outlet culvert replacement (planned for April, 2011), South Main Street water and sew-
er extensions (April), Culver bike route sign installation (April), Culver curb projects
(May), street paving projects including Lake Street (Lake Shore Drive to Washington
Street), Plymouth Street (Lake Shore to Jefferson), Academy Road (Slate Street to the
end of the road), Ohio Street (Davis to Lake Shore), and Davis Street (Main to dead end),
in May; East Davis Street stormwater line upgrade (August), downtown streetscape en-
hancements (October), wastewater facility and collection system improvements (Decem-
ber), and sidewalk replacements through Safe Routes to School, including Ohio Street
(Mill to Lake Shore), Scool Street (Lake Shore to Academy, east side only), and Main
Street (Davis to Lake Shore, minus downtown), slated actually for May, 2012.

Non-grant funding included $725,000 from an agreement with Lake Maxinkuckee’s
Southwest Conservency District, $425,000 of which the town of Culver used as a match
for a $994,000 federal Disaster Recovery 2 grant towards overhaul of the town’s waste-
water facility and collection system. The remaining $300,000 from the Southwest agree-
ment, says Doss, will be kept in reserves for future enhancements “so we don’t have to
raise any rates for anyone so it’s a savings later on.” The project cost totals $1.4 million.

An Indiana Department of Transportation grant for $422,000 towards the $530,000
project total officially came in late in 2009. The grant is for a number of improvements
to Culver’s downtown, including curbs, sidewalks, lighting, and other measures towards
enhancement and beautification, emphasizing the importance of the downtown for Cul-
ver’s business life, aesthetics, and overall appearance as a destination.

The sidewalk improvements, part of another Indiana Department of Transportation
grant under Safe Routes to School, was the result of a collabo-  See Town page 2
ration between the town and Culver Community Schools. The

MCCA offers
transport, more to
Culver-area seniors

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Many older Culver residents may not be aware of it, but
public transportation is available to them both within Cul-
ver, and to medical (and other) appointments outside town.

This according to Jackie Wright of the Marshall County
Council on Aging, who spoke recently to attendees at Cul-
ver’s REAL Services daily meal for older adults. The agen-
cy, based at 1305 W. Harrison Street in Plymouth (online
at marshallcountycouncilonaging.org), offers public trans-
portation each Wednesday morning until around 1 p.m. in
Culver (transportation is offered within Plymouth every
day, for residents there), by way of one of the Council’s
eight vans, for a small fee.

Fares (donations) for transportation are $2 per boarding,
with $1 each additional stop. For those 60 or over, Title III
Older Americans Act funds are available.

Those interested are encouraged to call the Council at
547-936-9904 or toll-free at 1-866-936-9904 (or email
transit.mcoas@hotmail.com) Monday through Friday from
8 a.m. to noon. Twenty-four hour notice is recommended,
and wheel chair accessible vehicles are available (personal
attendants, service animals, and/or oxygen equipment ride
free of charge).

Transportation is available outside of town on a more
limited basis by arrangement with the Council, said
Wright. Trips, for example, to Plymouth are available on
an appointment basis, though mileage fees may apply.
Wright emphasized out-of-town transportation is aimed at
medical-related or other appointments, rather than shop-
ping trips which take service away from Culver-based
businesses.

“The goal is not to take you from Culver to Kroger’s
(grocery in Plymouth), and then not support the local Park
N Shop,” she noted.

Asked by REAL Services site volunteer Jeanette Geisel-
man if Culver might be able to obtain five-days-per-week
transportation service, Wright said more Culver riders on
Wednesdays might facilitate added days of service being
offered.

“The problem is,” she said, “you don’t get paid if you
don’t get riders. 'm still paying See Wright page 2
with no riders...right now only a

What are your hopes or wishes for Culver, 20117

“ I “1'd
would like like
the Town your to
Park  to keep
look  as report-
wonder- ing on
ful as it all the
did last great
summer! things
Whoever the kids
was in |in  our
charge of ‘lcom -
the flow- munity

ers did a great job. The median in are up to. From the lower elemen-

“I like Culver.
My home is on the
East Shore and
that is my neigh-
borhood but Cul-
ver is my town. If
I am asked where |
I live, I answer
"Culver, Indiana".
We've been visi-
tors here for more |y
than 40 years and |
I have been a full -
time resident for 14 years. [ am starting to

front of the train station was beau-
tiful. Did you notice? Just want to
give kudos to the people that made
the park alive with plants and flow-
ers. All the work they did was appre-
ciated.”

--Ann Ryman Maurer

tary to the high school we have
some great individuals in our
little community who would be
presently surprised by local rec-
ognition.”

-Jean Ahlenius

"Something for the youth
and adults to do. They don't
know what to do but drink
or be outside in the cold
anymore...it's sad but a fact.
Let's just make it easier for
social things and change."

-Dawn Basham.

feel like an old-timer but it's slow work.
However, now that I have a grandson living
in town;,I really do feel like I belong here.
The one thing I have been asking for is a
mail box in front of Park & Shop. What bet-
ter place?”

-Agnes Bramfeld gqo cylver page 2
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Culver from page 1

“I wish there were jobs in
Culver that pay enough so
families can move there and
others do not have to move
away to find a job. Culver
is such a special small town
with caring people, beauti-
ful lake and art and culture
opportunities provided by
the Academy but very low
paying jobs which keep
people at a poverty level or
no jobs.”  -Carol Saft

be made by the town council.

“How about better and
more sidewalks, especially
south of town.”

- Barbara Shaffer

"Even though I don't have
the talents or know-how to
put such a thing together
myself, I would love to see
Culver host a half-mara-
thon. We have such a beau-
tiful setting for running!"
-Larry Saunders, Pastore,
Wesley United Methodist
Church

“I'd like to see the continu-
| ation of progress throughout
Culver with the new sewer
lines, sidewalks, and inter-
est in improvements. I am
pleased with the annexation
on the southwest side of town
| and the coming Garden Court.

1 would like to see that area
.| developed into homes where
people would live year round.
In fact, I welcome people to
live throughout Culver year round and become part of the
community. If one becomes involved in the community he/
she will find there is a lot to do.  -Barbara Winters

Culver seeking several
governing appointees

The Town of Culver is accepting letters of interest for the Culver Library Board, the Culver Redevelopment Board,
the Culver Park Board, the Culver Plan Commission, and the Culver Board of Zoning.
The Culver Library Board is in need of one appointment that resides within Culver town limits. This appointment will

The Culver Redevelopment Board is in need of five appointments that reside within The Town of Culver. Three ap-
pointments will be made by the town council president and two appointments will be made by the town council.

The Culver Park Board is in need of two appointments that reside within Culver town limits; one applicant must be a
registered Republican and one applicant must be a registered Democrat. Both appointments will be made by the town

council.

The Culver Plan Commission in need of one appointment that resides within the jurisdictional area and is a registered
Republican. This appointment will be made by the town council president.

The Culver Board of Zoning is in need of two appointments that reside within the jurisdictional area; one applicant
must currently be on the plan commission. Both appointments may not hold any other elective or appointive office in
municipal, county, or state government. Both appointments will be made by the town council president.

Interested parties should send letters of interest to the Town of Culver, 200 E. Washington St., Culver, IN, 46511 no
later than Jan. 11, 2011, by 4 p.m. Appointments will be made at the Culver Town Council meeting Jan. 11, 2011 at 6:30

p.m.

Town from page 1
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Birk
celebrates
with LaFree

Former LaFree Physical
Therapy patient and Culver
resident Bill Birk stopped by
to help the practice celebrate
nine years of providing area
communities with quality
outpatient therapy.

On December 27, 2001, John
LaFree realized a dream he
had since starting physical
therapy school in 1992. The
practice started in a 12 foot
by 52 foot modular unit. As
its reputation grew, so did
the need for additional space.
On January 19, 2004 LaFree
moved to its current site. The
practice continues to expand
its services and improve the
efficiency of its practice. On
April 1, 2010 an additional
facility opened to serve the
Warsaw area.

$250,000 for the project, says Doss, is 100 percent reimbursable and required no funding from the town.
Some $20,000 or more will likely be saved by the town partnering with Marshall County on replacement of Lake

Maxinkuckee’s west shore outlet culvert (see the Town Council article in this edition), notes Doss, and the town is co-
ordinating with the county highway department, Indiana Department of Transportation, and Culver’s Second Century
Committee on placing of Culver bicycle route signs in town and around Lake Maxinkuckee, a move aimed at improving
safety as well as emphasizing Culver as a business and tourist destination.

In the vein of savings to citizens, Doss adds mention of the July kickoftf of Culver’s town-wide trash service, which
he says saves residents $180 to $200 per year on average, in addition to the per-dollar amount mentioned above from
grant monies.

Doss looks over a list of 19 major projects, developed
late in 2009 by members of Culver’s Town Council, and
notes only five remain incomplete. In addition to the proj-
ects mentioned above, others already brought into real-
ity in 2010 include annexation of around 88 acres of land
for future light commercial and residential development,
with extension of sewer lines to the area; development of
a Garden Court senior living apartment facility (planned
for construction on the annexed land); and obtaining
GIS software to begin mapping infrastructure and utili-
ties. Doss and Council members are still working towards
grant funding of a major overhaul of Culver’s west end
storm water system.

If 2010°s track record
for Doss and town lead-
ers is any indication, that
“wish list” of projects may
just wind up pretty close
to empty by this time next
year.
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Scout Ditmire helps furry
friends

Culver Girl Scout Brooke Ditmire is seen here with items she
purchased as part of a Scout project to purchase items to
benefit the Starke and Marshall County Humane Societies. In
an endeavor which well exceeded the 15-hour requirements
of the project, Ditmire held a bake sale in August at Culver's
Farmer's Market, having bought ingredients and baked mini
pies, bread, and cinnamon rolls, besides a handmade poster
explaining her project. With over $150 in donations from the
sale, Ditmire recently purchased items greatly needed by
the Humane Societies and delivered them to each shelter.
According to her mother, Amy Ditmire, Brooke still "had $2 left
from shopping, so she put it in the jar the society provides for
loose change'

Brooke is in her sixth year in Culver's Scouts.

Wright from page 1 '

few people use it. Anything is possible. We kind of go with
the need.”

Wright was quick to emphasize, however, that the Coun-
cil will work with Culver residents to make out-of-town
appointments on other days.

“This isn’t to say that if you live in Culver and need to
go to Fort Wayne, Warsaw, or Plymouth, we can’t take you
on a Monday. Medical-related appointments are a prior-
ity.”

Audience member
Pat Birk, of Culver,
praised the transpor-
tation service as hav-
ing helped her a great
deal. “They’ve taken g
me to Indianapolis
more than once,” she
noted, “and (son) Bill
as well.”

Wright said the
Council’s fleet of
public transportation
vehicles has dramati-
cally increased in the
past 24 months, in
part because of fed-
eral stimulus dollars,
through which two
additional  vehicles
were added. With oth-
er funding awards in
addition, the Council
added a total of five CITIZEN PHOTO/JEFF KENNEY
vehicles in the past Jackie Wright of the Marshall County
two years, she said.  Council on Ageing, during a recent

“Our goal is to get visit to Culver's REAL Services.
every vehicle on the
road eight to ten hours a day, five to six days a week.”

She added that United Way-provided funds help with
gasoline, while some funding comes from the Marshall
County commissioners, some from REAL Services, some
has come via an Indiana Department of Transportation
grant, and other sources.

“We have excellent drivers,” Wright said. “Very com-
passionate. Some people have the job for the right reasons,
and they do.”

Wright also discussed some of the ins and outs of ever-
changing Medicare insurance plans in some detail. She
emphasized yearly re-examination of each individual’s
plan, to be sure sufficient coverage remains active, adding
that November through the end of December this year is
the window to make changes, though that time period will
change next year.

The Council, she explained, is a SHIP site (State Health
Insurance assistance Program, through the Indiana Depart-
ment of Insurance) and encouraged Medicare users to con-
tact the Council for assistance with their plans, in addition
to looking into available plans by calling 1-800-452-4800
or visiting www.medicare.in.gov.

“We (at the Council) have SHIP volunteers who can
meet you at the office...and help you look at insurance.
There are lots of options.”
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Council wraps up,
sums up 2010

By Jeff Kenney
Citizen editor

Culver’s Town Council last week wrapped up several
end-of-year business items as well as formalizing some
new ones, closing a year Council members summed up as
a good one for Culver.

Among new business, approved by Council was an
Inter-local agreement between Marshall County and the
town of Culver, for work on a culvert at Lake Maxinkuck-
ee’s outlet on the west shore. The agreement grew from
talks between Town Manager Michael Doss and Marshall
County’s commissioners, and would make Culver respon-
sible for supplying materials, engineering, permits, con-
struction inspection, and removal of the old culvert. The
county will handle labor on the project as well as traffic
control, utility location, and attorney fees for preparation
of the agreement.

According to Council member Ralph Winters, earlier
talks made it evident the county could handle the work
more affordably than a hired firm, and the move should
reduce the cost of the project from around $110,000 to
around $90,000 or less.

“It’s a good deal for the county and the town of Cul-
ver,” Winters added. “I think it’s an outstanding example
of two governmental units cooperating to get the best deal
for everybody.”

Following up on an item on which some members
sought clarification last meeting, Steve Carter of account-
ing firm Umbaugh explained the savings the town will re-
ceive by refinancing its sewer bonds. Although refinanc-
ing will cost the town around $39,000, Carter explained
savings will come from the interest on the loan, and will
save Culver a total of $82,000. The Council authorized
Umbaugh to move forward with the effort.

Also approved were transfers of line items within the
town’s budget, as required by statute before the end of the
year.

Other end-of-year business included encumbrances of
funds to 2011 budgets, among them $12,000 for Culver’s
police department, previously approved by Council for
a new squad car. Additionally, $5,000 was approved for
purchase of video equipment required by law in 2011 for
police questioning (Police Chief Wayne Bean told Coun-
cil a grant for which he’d applied to pay for the equipment
was turned down).

Encumbered also was a $10,000 additional appropria-
tion already approved for Culver’s EMS for a building
expansion still in the works, so funds will be transferred
to 2011. Monies were encumbered for a new leaf collec-
tor for the town, as approved last meeting, plus $38,800
from 2010 to 2011 in the same budget. Also encumbered
was $11,268 for Culver’s fire department for previously
approved purchase of a thermal camera.

Culver Fire Chief Mike Grover distributed a sheet
breaking down the department’s runs for 2010, of which
there were 84 total. Of these, the majority (21) were car
accident calls, 10 were smoke or carbon monoxide service
or investigation calls, nine were grass fires, eight struc-
ture fires, six each weather-related or trash pile/dumpster
fires, four gas line fractures or smell of gas in the area,
one water rescue assist to Starke County, and various oth-
ers including power lines down, electrical fires, assists to
Culver’s EMS, and others.

Grover noted the calls totaled nearly 1,000 man hours
during the year, not including members’ hours spent in
training, community service events, and fund raising. He

REAL Services menu

free throws on the Conseco Fieldhouse floor”

competition February 27 through March 1 in Indianapolis.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Culver BPA hits Conseco, State House

Culver Community High School’s consistently high performing Business Professionals of America club attended the Fall
Leadership Conference in Indianapolis at Conseco Fieldhouse last month, according to Alicia Cotner, a teacher at Culve
Elementary School and one of the organization’s sponsors. Members listened to Indianapolis Pacers personnel present on
numerous topics from game operations and hospitality, to accounting and information technology, according to Cotner. Indiana
BPA members who attended also had a unique opportunity to tour the Indiana House Chamber at the Capitol Building.

“It was an exciting day packed full of activities, including tickets to the Pacers game,” Cotner says.“We even got a chance to shoot

BPA members are gearing up for the BPA District contest on January 15 in Warsaw, for which students are preparing presenta-
tions and speeches, among other efforts. Those students placing at the district level will have a chance to compete at BPA's state

Pictured above, at the State House, are BPA members (front row, left to right) Megan Lycyzk, Kaitlyn Comiskey, Serena Hughes;
second row, Kayla Shaffer, Mitch Maes, Alex Baker, Kellie Bonine, Chelsey Jones,CJ Dehning, Clar Baker, Kalee Miller, Michelle Elam.,
Back row, Josh Walters, Matt Manns, Sam Mellott, Alex Shaffer, Trent Becker, and Cameron Turney.

thanked the town of Culver and Union Township, as well
as area citizens, for assistance and support. Grover also
noted the department held its election of officers, all of
whom stayed the same for 2011.

Passed on first through third readings was ordinance
2010-012 to establish town salaries. The Council opted
to wait until the first meeting in January to handle its two
appointments to Culver’s Board of Zoning Appeals, and
choosing its Council President, a position currently held
by Sally Ricciardi.

During the last minutes of the meeting, Council member
Ed Pinder said he felt 2010 had been a good year.

“We’ve gotten a number of grants and we’re working
on a lot of projects. It’s been a lot of fun being involved,
except,” he added with a smile, “for the work sessions.”

Winters said he concurred with Pinder’s comments,
praising especially the grants received and projects under-
taken during the year.

“One area [’ve been disappointed in had to do with the
discussion last year of eliminating township duties and re-
sponsibilities,” said Winters, adding there were both Sen-

ate and House bills about

Culver’s Vela

To share a meal at REAL
Meals, call Ruth Walker at
the nutrition site (the Cul-
ver beach lodge) before
11 a.m. the day before for
reservations, at 574-842-
8878. A donation is sug-
gested for each meal.

Thurs., Jan. 6: Chicken
chop suey and rice, snow
peas, Mandarin oranges,
low sodium soy sauce,
cookie, and milk.

Fri., Jan. 7: Tomato ba-

sil soup, sliced turkey meat,
bun, cheese, lettuce, mayo,
pound cake, warm cinna-
mon peaches, and milk.

Mon., Jan. 10: Chicken
breast with gravy, mashed
potatoes, spinach, bread
and margarine, Mandarin
oranges, cookie, and milk.

Tues., Jan. 11: Pot roast
with gravy, brown rice,
Brussels sprouts, corn, bis-
cuit, pear, and milk.

Weds., Jan. 12: Veg-

etarian lasagna, salad and
dressing, peas, bread stick,
peach cobbler, and milk.

Thurs., Jan. 13: Quiche,
cubed potatoes, coffee
cake, orange or orange
juice, and milk.

Fri., Jan. 14: Salmon|
patties and tartar sauce, ca-
pri vegetable blend, roasted
sweet potatoes, dinner roll
and margarine, fancy round
cake, and milk.

Community calendar

Thurs., Jan. 6

Kiwanis Club mtg., noon,
Culver Public Library

Mon., Jan. 10

Culver Redevelopment
Commission mtg., 4 p.m.,
town hall

Computer class, 6 p.m.,
Culver Public Library

Culver Community
Schools board mtg., 7 p.m.,
administration building

Tues,, Jan. 11

Story time, 10 a.m.,
Culver Public Library

OA, AA meeting (open),
6:30 p.m., Culver Public
Library

Town Council mtg., 6:30
p.m., town hall

Weds., Jan. 12

Genealogy mtg., 10 a.m.,
Culver Public Library
Culver history program,
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REAL Services meal, noon,
Culver Beach Lodge
Hooked on Books dis-
cussion group, 3:30 p.m.,
Culver Public Library
TOPS mtg., 3:30 p.m.,
Grace church
Lions Club mtg., 6:30 p.m.,
train station-depot

Thurs., Jan. 13

Kiwanis Club mtg., noon,
Culver Public Library

graduates

LAWTON, Olka.
Army National Guard Pvt.
Deniese L. Vela has gradu-
ated from Basic Combat
Training at Fort Sill, Law-
ton, Okla.

During the nine weeks of
training, the soldier stud-
ied the Army mission and
received instruction and
training exercises in drill
and ceremonies, Army his-
tory, core values and tra-
ditions, military courtesy,
military  justice, physi-
cal fitness, first aid, rifle
marksmanship, weapons
use, map reading and land
navigation, foot marches,
armed and unarmed com-
bat, and field maneuvers
and tactics.

She is the daughter of
Donna Vela of Redwood
Road, Culver.

Vela graduated in 2010
from Culver Community
High School.
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the matter in Indiana legislature. He distributed a print
copy of part of an email received from local State Rep-
resentative Nancy Dembowski detailing Senate Bill 512,
which would transfer all township duties and responsibili-
ties, including township assistance, fire protection, cem-
etery maintenance, weed control, and parks and recreation
to a county executive.

House Bill 1406 would abolish all township govern-
mental functions and transfer all township responsibili-
ties to the county. It would establish a county firefighting
fund, county cumulative building and equipment fund for
firefighting, and would increase counties’ maximum tax
levies based on the assumption of former township duties,
according to the email.

“We’d like to ask that the fire department and EMTs
discuss it again and stay very close to what’s happening
in the legislature,” said Winters, “to see we don’t lose our
township support for those services.”

Ricciardi said she concurred with Winters on the mat-
ter. “Eliminating township trustees would be very, very
detrimental to the EMS, fire, and park as well,” she said.

“Currently our (county) commissioners are very sup-
portive (of the township),” added Winters, “but in future
years there will be a whole new bunch of commissioners.
If money gets tight, I could see some serious reorganiza-
tion. We need to consider what we could do locally.”

Council member Lynn Overmyer agreed 2010 had been
a successful year, and added appreciation for members of
the public who attend meetings “and keep us on our toes
and give us their viewpoints.”
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Continued from this page
last week is part two of an
“Almanac” of major events
in the Culver area created
by the late Robert Rust, cir-
ca 1979. Additionally, the
editor has added the years
following *79 and through
1999 (the years between
2000 and 2009 were de-

Culver, the century that was

Part 2

Culver, Union Township,
Aubbeenaubbee Town-
ship, of Fulton County, and
North Bend Township,of
Starke County.

1966: McGill Manufac-
turing company begins pro-
duction of precision bear-
ings in new Culver plant on
State Road 17. Plant size
__doubled
¥ in 1973
Il Employed

300

-State
Exchange
B ank
opens
newly
chartered
bank in
Plymouth.

-Jan-
vary -
_| February,
Extreme-

Members of the newly-established Culver
Academy for Girls (today Culver Girls Academy)

n 1971.

tailed here a year ago).

1952: January, New
Town Sewage Plant in op-
eration

Chicago firm announces
plans for Kings Lake devel-
opment, March 25th. Re-
port shows 21,500 cement
blocks used to build 170
manholes, and 204 miles of
tile used in construction of
sewage system.

State takes title and con-
trol, 700-ft. West Shore
public access to lake

1957: CMA’s Gignilliat
Quadrangle dedicated

1958: Co-eds admitted
to CMA and in the 1960’s
CEF initiate plans for es-
tablishment of  Culver
Academy for Girls.

1959: State Assembly
enacts School Reorganiza-
tion law providing for con-
solidation

1962: December, Culver
Community School District
formed. District included

The 1981 death of State
Exchange Bank head and
community leader WO
Osborn heralded the end of
an era in Culver.

ly cold
weather,
heavy
SNowS
close
roads.

1967: Tippecanoe Town-
ship, of Pulaski County, an-
nexed to Culver Commu-

munity leader W.O. Osborn
passes away.

1982: Death of longtime
Academies  artist-in-resi-
dence and local artist of re-
nown Warner Williams.

Bill Mitchell takes over
Culver Citizen for bibe-
year run.

Ralph Manuel becomes
Culver Academies’ 11th
Superintendent

1983: Culver is shaken
by the collapse of the State
Exchange Finance Com-
pany, arguably the most
prominent local business of
the century, and the subse-
quent death of Chairman of
the Board and Chief Execu-
tive Officer Fred Adams.

-Town marshal James
Caudill warns residents
to keep doors locked due
to multiple reports of an
intruder entering Culver
homes late at night.

-Shirt Shed closes its
doors. Lawsuits and con-
troversy over a boat ramp
placed at east end of Jeffer-
son St.

-Arrest made in gutting
by fire of Swirly Top res-
taurant (today’s Osborn’s).

The historic Culver Inn, which dated back to the 1870s, just
before its 1991 demolition.

nity School Corporation.

1969: April 27, Dedi-
cated new 124,500-ft. high
school.

1971: Establish Culver
Academy for Girls.

1973: Severe shortage of
gas and fuels.

-Survey shows 1558
dwellings, Union Town-
ship, 812, Culver, 348, ru-
ral.

1979: New Shirt Shed
Manufacturing Plant be-
gins operation.

1980: The Maxinkuck-
ee Players theatre group
makes its debut in the sum-
mer with “Paint Your Wag-
on.”

1981: Verl Shaffer cel-
cbrates a quarter-century of
barbering in Culver.

Prominent and nationally
recognized State Exchange
Bank President and com-
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-Dairy Queen opens.

1984: Culver Lake Fest
makes its debut in July.

-Adler’s donut shop be-
comes Adler’s Mini Mart,
El Rancho theatre becomes
Lake Side Cinema,

-Old junior high building
demolished, work begins
on new elementary school
media center

-New  three  masted
schooner the Ledbetter rep-
licates Academy’s Fowler
boat.

1985: Lions Club pro-
poses to renovate historic
depot for use as community
building

-The Nan-E-Lou restau-
rant has been purchased
by (Susie Mahler) and re-
named Cafe Max, Jerome
Zechiel opens The Parlor
arcade on Main St., Culver
Communications moves to
west Jefferson. McGills
factory strike and eventual
closing.

-Longtime Maxinkuckee
Village business Manor
Market burns down.

Longtime east shore business Manor Market was little more
than a burned-out shell after a late 1985 fire.

report on Lake Maxinkuck-
ee predicts irreversible de-
cline in the lake within a
decade if nothing is done.
The Lake Maxinkuckee
Environmental  Council,
under the Directorship of
Karen Dehne, opens and
office downtown.

1987: Over 40 families
file suit against the Four
County Landfill, which was
ordered closed by a federal
court.

-Amid controversy it
will hurt the Culver High
School football program,
the school’s soccer pro-
gram was inaugurated in
the fall.

1988: Construction is
underway (in July) on the
Culver Cove resort.

-Passing through hurdles
at the local and county lev-
el was the construction of a
ten-unit condo building on
Long Point.

-The Corner Tavern was
sold by Charles Kesmodel
to Jeff Honzik and Willie
Pearson May 1.

-Sims Printing and Cul-
ver Feed and Garden, on
West  Jefferson, closed
their doors. The U-Store
storage facility owned by
Ralph and Barbara Winters
opened on SR 10.

-Fred Harper is named
Director of the Culver Pub-
lic Library

-Drought forces untimely
removal of the Ledbetter
from Lake Maxinkuckee.

1989: Black Horse Troop
in President Bush’s inaugu-
ral.

-Plan Commission ap-
proves 24-unit housing
project between the north
end of State Street and

Dairy Queen.
-Lake Maxinkuckee
Environmental Council

breaks ground on Curtiss
Ditch project.

-Damaged dam causes
lowered levels at Hawk
Lake.

1990: Culver Girls Acad-
emy student Patricia Bab-
cock named Indiana’s Miss
Basketball

1991: Culver Inn, more
than 100-year-old structure
is demolished.

-James Dicke has com-
pleted, for now, his effort of
buying up run-down Cul-

The Shirt Shed opened for operation in 1979. The building,
now housing Portside Marina, would be taken over by DW
Wallcovering in 1991.

1986: Walker Manufac-
turing takes over the for-
mer McGills plant

-Closing was the Coun-
try Cousins antiques shop;
new businesses opening
included Bick’s Flicks vid-
eos, Cactus Charlie’s restu-
arant, and the reopening of
the Old Town restaurant.

-Dr. Thomas Crisman’s

w

Left: Last week’s Mystery
Citizen, Mike Chastain, then
and now Right: this week’s
mystery citizen.

ver properties to improve
the town.

-Shane Overmyer, 21,
sentenced for armed rob-
bery of a Park N’ Shop em-
ployee.

-DW Wallcovering takes
over Shirt Shed building.

1992: Kline Ditch Wet-
land Preservation Proj-
ect (of the LMEC) breaks

ground.

-Gov. O’Bannon’s wife
visits Culver Cove, de-
clares it one of state’s “hid-
den treasures.”

-John Nelson announces
retirement from position of
Culver High School assis-
tant principal and athletic
director.

-Eunice Schrimsher,
“Culver’s crossing guard,”
retires.

-Culver Woodcrafters

begin clearing old railroad
bed towards creation of a

ver’s Santa Claus for de-
cades, dies at age 82.

1996: Culver’s down-
town business  district
named to National Register
of Historic Places

-Resignation of Steve
Michael, town marshal for
more than 10 years

-Internet services provid-
ed to Culver schools

-Dr. Sally Hodder named
first Culver Woman of the
Year

-Culver Antiquarian &
Historical Society offers
feasibility study to keep
Culver library in historic
Carnegie building

-Residents mourn Jerome
“Zeke” Zechiel and wife
Elizabeth, who died in an
auto accident in December
(Zechiel operated a popular
arcade on Main St.).

1997: Work began on
cleanup of former Texaco
station for Antiquarian &
Historical Society’s Heri-
tage Park

-Culver downtown bank

_— 125

Logg,

Strikers outside McGills factory -- which opened its doors in
1966 — on Mill Street in 1985.

trail.

1993: Culver Lions Club
observes 50th anniversary

-Summer resident Rev.
Myles White sentenced
child molestation

-Series of arson fires on
Thorn Road.

-Culver branch of First
National Bank of Monterey
opens.

-Grand opening of re-
modeled
Adler’s  Mini-
mart  triggers
gas price war

-Community
mourns  death §
of teacher, ecl-
ementary prin-
cipal  William |
Harris. \

-Culver man
gains infamy as
Ku Klux Klan
grand dragon

Area groups
hold ounter
events against

Starke County Klan rally.
Related issues hit national
TV.

-”Black widow” Jill Coit
arrested; formerly married
to Culver man and involved
in local bed and breakfast.

1994: Culver Academies
celebrates centennial, in-
augurates Athletic Hall of
Fame.

-Culver Citizen observes
100th anniversary of its
founding.

-Rosemary Jane Scruggs,
more than 30 years librar-
ian in Culver, passes away

-Laurence Braasch, 35,
arrested at scene of fire,
is reported as suspect in
Thorn Road arsons.

-Culver High School
Principal Brad Schuldt
named to be next Superin-
tendant of Schools

1995: Zebra mussels
discovered in Lake Max-
inkuckee.

-Notre Dame football
squad spends weeks at Cul-
ver Academies

-Culver VFW Post 6919
breaks ground for expan-
sion.

-Charles Woolfe, Cul-

Name that Culver citizen’

Last week’s Mystery Citizen has been a part of the Culver community for more than 30
years, and has gained notoriety for, among other things, his accomplishments coaching
track and cross country at Culver Academies. He’s Mike
Chastain, and as of press time, only Julie Bess correctly

identified him.

This week’s Mystery Citizen has been a familiar face
in Culver all of his life, best known for his service to the
community through a certain entity. He’s also helped to
make others visible here through this efforts.

Guesses may be emailed to citizen@culcom.net,
dropped off in one of our drop boxes (located at the Culver
Public Library and Culver Coffee Company), or call the

editor at 574-216-0075.

robbed for first time since
1933 (of $600)

-Chuck Kitchell named
Culver Elementary Princi-
pal

1998: “Mr. T,” Ron Tus-
ing dies at age 59 after 35
years in the pharmacy busi-
ness.

-Culver’s Second Cen-
tury Committee proceeds

Culverites said farewell to Jerome ‘Zeke’
" Zechiel and wife Elizabeth in 1996 (Zechiel
had been proprietor of popular Culver
hangout the Parlor.

with a design charette.

-Crime wave in Culver
includes break-ins at local
businesses, school.

-Mystic Hills golf course
opens.

-Culver  Citizen  pur-
chased from Fred and
Judy Karst by Community
Newspapers Holdings Inc.

-DW Wallcovering relo-
cates out of state

-First Monterey Days
fest planned for Labor Day
weekend, to include first
parade there in 25 years.

-Heated debate over re-
location and renovation of
public library

1999: The New Year be-
gins with 20 inches of snow
and an official snow emer-
gency.

-Culver Town Marshal
(for the past two years) Jer-
ry Palmer resigns.

-Municipal representa-
tives and emergency ser-
vices heads say Culver is
“Y2K” ready, should the
“year 2000 ‘bug’” cause
predicted problems.

-John Buxton begins

tenure as head of Culver
Adcademies
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Judson beats Culver in reprisal
at Holiday Tourney tilt

By James Costello
Sports Editor

NORTH JUDSON — It’s been nearly nine months since
Culver dethroned North Judson in Sectional 34 play, and
by the look of things Wednesday, that loss had been on the
Bluejays’ minds ever since.

Judson hit the court running, jumping off to a 14-nil lead
against the Cavaliers and never looking back in a domi-
nant 72-35 reprisal victory at the Winning Edge Holiday
Tournament at North Judson Wednesday.

“I think if you look back to last year’s sectional, these
guys were the ones that knocked us out of sectional. I think
for these guys it’s been building and something they’ve
been working towards,” said Judson head basketball coach
Ryan Bales. That doesn’t always guarantee a victory, but |
think our guys were focused tonight and zeroed in on what
we wanted to accomplish.”

Judson’s full court pressure and swarming man-to-man
created nearly as many turnovers by Culver as the Cavs’
total number of shots, and the Bluejays capitalized on
those 25 miscues with countless transition buckets in the
championship win.

Even more impressively, Judson’s half-court D held
Culver senior guard Zoe Bauer over 18 points below his
average with just four points one night after breaking the
Cavs’ career scoring record against LaVille in the tourney
semifinal Tuesday.

“The best team won; there’s no doubt about it. They play
a solid man-to-man defense and a trapping defense and
just really get after you and force you to do things that you
don’t want to do and make decisions that you wouldn’t
normally make,” said Culver head coach Kyle Elliott.
“But more importantly, once you make those decisions,
they are one of the better teams around at making you pay
for it, and they made us pay for those mistakes in convert-
ing points at the offensive end for them.”

Not a single Cavalier finished in the double digits as
they converted at a 16-for-29 field rate. Collin Stevens
led the team with nine, followed by South Central transfer
Scotty Brown with eight.

“I was very pleased with Scotty getting in there and
competing,” Elliott said. “He’s a senior that’s moved into
our school system and he’s just a nice young man that
works extremely hard... We need some good kids like that
to step up and give us some big minutes.”

Meanwhile, Judson saw four different players in double
digits. Kendall Hochstedler finished with 23, followed by
John Eckert with 20, and Andrew Frasure and Winston
Yergler tallied 12 and 15, respectively.

“Hochstedler, Eckert, both those guys, I thought they

played extremely well tonight,” said Bales. “They played
hard on defense, they let the offense come to them. They
were both being aggressive, but I think they were letting
the game come to them. I don’t feel like they really forced
anything.”

Judson remains undefeated at 7-0 and will play Kouts
next on January 7 at home.

Culver slips to 6-2 with Wednesday’s championship loss
and will jump back into Northern State Conference play

PHoTOS BY JAMES COSTELLO
Culver's Zoe Bauer is guarded by North Judson's Alex Herd dur-
ing the Winning Edge Holiday Basketball Tournament champi-
onship game at North Judson last Wednesday.

January 8§ at New Prairie.

“Heading into Christmas break if somebody said we’d
be 6-2 and 2-0 in conference, we’d have said ‘sign us up,’”
said Elliott. “We do have a lot of work to do though to get
to where we want to be so hopefully we can learn from our
mistakes in a ball game like this because we’ve got two
conference games coming up on the road that are going to
be very similar to this in New Prairie and Triton. They get
after you at the defensive end, and it’s just eerily similar
to what we’ll have seen here to-

night. If we can learn from it and See Cavs page 7
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Bauer breaks
record

as Cavs top
Caston

By James Costello
Sports Editor

NORTH JUDSON — Zoe Bauer said he wasn’t even
thinking about the scoring record. The Culver senior pre-
ferred to take a back seat to the Cavaliers’ front line Tues-
day.

In the end, he got the record anyway.

After putting up 10 points in the opening frame to push
his team to a 15-10 lead at the quarter break, Bauer was
mostly quiet in the second and third frames, dishing out
six assists as the Cavaliers pounded the ball in the paint
to take a double digit lead at the half and build to a 36-24
advantage headed into the final frame.

When Culver needed him again, Bauer came to the res-
cue with another 11 points to hold off the Comets in the
fourth quarter. His 21 points put him two points past Kody
Snyder on Culver’s all-time scoring list with 1,157, as the
Cavs claimed a 53-42 win at the North Judson Winning
Edge Holiday Basketball Tournament.

“At the end of my freshman year they told me how they
thought I could probably if I continued to develop as a
good player, break it, and ever since it’s not really been on
my mind, but it feels good,” said Bauer. “I’ve got to thank
my teammates. That’s what I really want to do. (Larry)
Clingler and (A.J.) Neace, they’ve been with me ever since
I was a fifth grader and without them I really don’t think I
would have it.

“We’ve got Micah Budzinski, he’s 6-5. That’s all day.
I know that; I know the game plan is get them the ball.
I’ve got my time, they’ve got their time. Six-five versus six
foot, you can’t ignore that.”

“I couldn’t be any more proud of Zoe Bauer, and as I
told him in the locker room after, this didn’t happen by
chance, it happened by preparation and it happened with
some good, solid teammate play as well and Zoe’s the first
to acknowledge that,” said Culver head basketball coach
Kyle Elliott.

“I’m just privileged to coach a kid like that, and he el-
evates the play of his teammates. A lot of kids can score a
lot of points, but do they help their teammates to become a
better team, and Zoe does.”

The 6-foot-5 Budzinski and

6-2 Clingler caused matchup See Bauer page 7
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Kline bids farewell to appreciative school board

Culver’s Chris Kline was recognized by the Culver
Community School board for his eight years of continued
service (including three as President) on the board, at the
December 20 board meeting.

Looking back on his term, which ended January 31,
2010, Kline recalls morale was low when he first started
on the board.

“Teachers had been without a new contract for nearly
four years,” he says. “We were able to get negotiations
restarted and with a lot of work and compromise on both
sides, we came up with a solution which addressed our
long health care and retirement costs. In part due to that
agreement, the school is now in strong financial shape —
despite state budget cuts and the recession. I attribute this
situation to strong leadership by the Administration, par-
ticularly the Superintendent and Treasurer, and good faith
efforts by the teachers and staff to find cost saving mea-
sures that didn’t impact students.”

He cites the example of Culver’s teachers agreeing to
give back a one percent raise previously agreed to by the
board, easlier this year.

In the area of student achievement, Kline says Culver’s
schools “are in decent shape.

“When measured by state and federal tests (No Child
Left Behind and PL 221), both of the Elementary Schools
and the Middle School are in great shape. The test scores
indicate the High School isn’t performing as well as we
would like. (Albert) Hanselman, the High Sschool Prin-
cipal, and the teachers have put in place several programs
over the past couple of years, which, given time, should
improve student performance.”

He emphasizes, however, that test scores aren’t the only
measure of success.

“There are a number of innovative teachers and pro-
grams at every level in our school system. One of the en-
joyable aspects of being on the board is learning about
these programs first hand.”

PHoTOS BY JAMES COSTELLO
Zoe Bauer, left, drives past Caston’s (21) Brant Hartman dur-
ing Culver’s semifinal basketball game versus Caston at the
Winning Edge Holiday Tournament at North Judson Tuesday.
Bauer surpassed Culver’s all-time career scoring record at the
game.

\

Kline does see areas of concern, such as a steady decline
in student enrollment, to which the state has closely linked

funding in recent years.

“With this philosophy, in a small system like Culver,”
says Kline, “decreases in enrollment of even 20 or 30
kids per year can have substantial impact on our budget —

Bauer from page 6

problems in the paint for
the Comets, and the Cavs
took advantage as they
combined for 18 points.
Budzinski scored nine of
his 11 points off the blocks
in the first half for Culver.
After the break, Clingler
began taking over in the
low post, putting up five of
his seven.

“We’re trying to utilize
the post game as much
as possible,” said Elliott.
“We did have a little bit of
a height advantage, and 1
thought our perimeter play-
ers were looking to feed the
post tonight. We had some
nice post feeds, and our
post guys for the most part
really stepped up and gave
us some very good minutes
down in there and a little
bit more scoring than what
we’ve had in the past.

“We really thought we’d
have a little bit of an advan-
tage on the inside tonight,
and I think that’s where the
difference was tonight.”

Meanwhile, Culver’s
man-to-man defense held

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Chris Kline, left, receives a plaque from school board president Jack Jones in recognition of
Kline's eight years of continued service on the board.

and on our kids’ education.
Feathering these budget
fluctuations over 3- 5 years
makes a lot more sense than
the Governor’s current ap-
proach. Nonetheless, our
community needs to pay at-
tention to our declining en-
rollment and do everything
we can to attract year-round
families to our community.”

Also of concern, Kline
adds, is the siphoning of tax
dollars away from public
schools and towards private
and charter schools, though
he acknowledges the impor-
tant role those schools play
in the education system.

“But the public school
system is the backbone
of our education system
and shouldn’t be nicked to
death. On the plus side, I do
think the Governor’s efforts
to link student performance
and teacher/administrator
pay has a lot of merit. I ex-
pect we will see that philos-
ophy implemented over the
next several years across
the state.”

Kline notes Ryan Sieber of Culver will be sworn onto

the school board this month.

“He has kids in the school system,” notes Kline, “and
will do a great job on the board.”

Caston to 16-0f-36 shoot-
ing for the night. The Com-
ets rebounded from an early
13-5 deficit to pull back
within five at the first quar-
ter break, but a 10-4 second
quarter put them deep in
the hole by halftime. They
clawed their way back to
seven at the 6:43 mark of
the fourth, but Bauer took
over to hold off Caston’s
comeback bid.

It was the Comets’ first
loss in five games.

“They just kept fighting
and we weren’t able to con-
vert some of our offensive
opportunities, and they’d
come down and hit a big
shot or even inside and it’s
a 10-point game,” said El-
liott.

“Caston, credit them,
they came in off a four-
game win streak and they
played with a lot of confi-
dence, and their kids played
hard.”

Culver takes on unde-
feated North Judson-San
Pierre, which beat LaVille
by a convincing 77-61

margin in Tuesday’s other
quarterfinal, in the tourna-
ment championship game
tonight at 7:30 p.m., while
Caston plays the Lancers
in the consolation game at
6:30 p.m.

« CULVER 53, CASTON 42

At North Judson Winning Edge
Holiday Tournament

Score by quarters

Caston: 15 24 36 53

Culver: 10 14 24 42

CASTON (42): Allen Russell 0 0-0 0,
Trevor Hoover 2 0-1 4, Alex Herd
2 2-2 7, Jake Howdeshell 1 0-0
2, Daniel Scales 1 0-3 2, Quentin
Douglass 8 1-1 21, Brant Hartman
0 0-0 0, Zek Kesler 0 0-0 0, Caleb
Brown 0 0-0 0; Totals: 16 3-7 42.
CULVER (53): A.J. Neace 2 0-0 5,
Scotty Brown 2 0-1 4, Collin Stevens
1 2-2 5, Zoe Bauer 8 2-3 21, Trent
Elliott 0 0-0 O, Patrick McBee 0 0-2
0, Micah Budzinski 5 1-2 11, Larry
Clingler 3 1-1 7; Totals: 21 -11 53.
3-point goals: Caston 5 (Douglass
4, Herd 1), Culver 5 (Bauer 3, Neace,
Stevens); Rebounds: Caston 13
(Moss 3), Culver 22 (Clingler 8);
Turnovers: Caston 16, Culver 15;
Steals: Caston 5 (Herd 2), Culver
10 (Neace 4); Assists: Caston 10
(Hoover 4), Culver 16 (Bauer 6);
Blocked shots: Caston 1 (Hoover),
Culver 0; Fouls (fouled out): Caston
13 (none), Culver 13 (none);
Records: Caston 4-5, Culver 6-1.
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our kids can respond will be

the key.”
+ NORTH JUDSON 72,

CULVER 35
At North Judson

Score by quarters
Culver: 6 18 28 35
Judson: 23 38 64 72
CULVER (35): AJ Neace 3, Scotty
Brown 8, Collin Stevens 9, Joe Bauer
4, Patrick McBee 0, Micah Budzinski
6, Larry Clingler 5; TOTALS: 12 7-8
35.

NORTH JUDSON (72): Kendall
Hochstedler 23, Andrew Frasure 12,
Winston Yergler 15, Mitch Fingerhut
2, Cliff Dolezal 0, Dustin Knapp O,
John Eckert 20, Kendrick Shepherd
0; TOTALS: 24 15-18 72.

3-point goals: Culver 4 (Stevens 3,
Neace), North Judson 9 (Hochstedler
6, Frasure 2, Yergler); Turnovers:
Culver 28, Judson 9; Rebounds:
Culver 23 (Clingler 8), Judson 22
(Eckert 7); Steals: Culver 0, Judson
18 (Yergler 4); Fouls (fouled out):
Culver 15 (none), North Judson 13
(none). Records: North Judson 7-0,
Culver 6-2.
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Culver’s Rouch scholarship awarded

Purdue University awarded the “Jud and Betty Rouch Land Surveying Scholarship” to Erika
Donaubauer, Kenosha, Wis. during the annual awards program held at Ross-Ade Stadium. She is
a junior in the School of Engineering and is pursuing a Civil Engineering degree with an empha-
sis in contruction and a minor in Land Surveying. Jud and Betty Rouch live in Culver and award

this scholarship annually.

Briefs from page 1

seum & Gift Shop, located
at 102 South Main Street
in downtown Culver. Also
displayed will be choice
selections from Culver
Academies’ extensive col-
lection of rare and notable
postage stamps. The exhibit
may be viewed during the
museum’s regular weekend
hours of operation, 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Saturdays and
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., and Mondays, Thurs-
days, and Fridays from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Special tours
and visits are available by
appointment. These and
any questions may be di-
rected to 574-842-8842.
The museum may be found
online at www.culver.org/
museum.

Donations sought
for ‘Coaches vs.
Cancer’

Local Culver Girls Acad-
emy senior Alexis Christ-
lieb is seeking donations
towards “Coaches vs. Can-
cer,” a fund-raiser for the
American Cancer Society as
part of the CGA basketball
game on January 15, 2011,
at 7:30 p.m. Local spon-
sors and donors are sought
to purchase a Wall of Hope
Donation card, or make a
donation of their choice,
by contacting Christlieb via
574-842-7032 or at Alexis
Christlieb, 1300 Academy
Road, Culver, IN 46511.

Make-A-Wish dona-

tions accepted
Donations are welcome
for two Culver area chil-
dren fighting serious ill-
nesses and hoping their
wishes will come true for
trips to Disney World in
early 2011. Donors are en-
couraged to give up through

January, 2011 by contact-
ing Make-A-Wish volun-
teer Tina Stacy through the
Culver Community High
School, at 574-842-3391.

Free computer class-

es at Culver library
Culver-Union Town-
ship Public Library free
computer classes in Janu-
ary include: Computers for
Beginners Part [ (January
10, 6 p.m., and January 14,
10 am.); Computers for
Beginners Part Il (January
17, 6 p.m., and January 21,
10 a.m.); Internet (January
24, 6 p.m., and January 28,
10 a.m.); E-Mail (January
31, 6 p.m., and February 4,
10 a.m.). The library will
provide computers. For
more information, call the
Culver Library at 574-842-
2941 or e-mail abaker@
culver.lib.in.us.
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Cory Monnier, Unit Supervisor at Culver’s Boys & Girls Club, accepts a check for $2,500 from
Culver Kiwanis Club President Julie Bess, right. Monnier spoke to the club last month along
with Alan Loehr, Chairman of CBGC's board of directors, describing the Boys & Girls Club and its
benefits.

CBGC youth service aided by Culver Kiwanis

Cory Monnier, Unit Supervisor at Culver’s Boys & Girls Club, visited Culver’s Kiwan-
is Club last month and described the impact of the South Haven Boys & Girls Club on his
own childhood, during which frequent arguments between his parents led to depression
and behavior problems with Monnier and his siblings. Monnier himself withdrew socially
until his parents signed him up for basketball at the Club, where he began to open up,
make friends, and come out of his shell.

The change in his son also brought about a change in Monnier’s father, he said, who
began to work (along with his mother) to improve the situation at home.

“We successfully turned our family around,” Monnier told the Kiwanis audience. “I
would love to be able to continue that positive environment...with the work I’'m doing
here in Culver.”

Monnier and Loehr also thanked the Kiwanis Club for its donation, which Loehr said
will feed into the Culver Club’s $202,000 budget, $110,000 of which last year was raised
from private sources. The town of Culver and Marshall County each provide $5,000 to-
wards the Club, he noted, adding the Club needs support through area residents’ annual
giving. The CBGC is also seeking adults to sit on its board of directors.

Culver’s Boys & Girls Club is part of the 35-year-old, nationally acclaimed Porter
County, Indiana Club. Loehr expressed appreciation for the Culver Community School
Corporation in providing space atthe Culver Elementary School for the CBGC, as well as
transporting members home by bus from the after-school program.

Monnier said the Club, which serves children from kindergarten through age 18 (though
most members are of elementary age), is also in need of adult volunteers to assist the
eight-person staff, which is also currently aided by a few Americorps volunteers and an
Ancilla College work study.

Membership in CBGC is $25 per year, though students eligable for free or reduced
lunches may receive discounted membership. Those interested in membership, volunteer-
ing, donating, or otherwise serving at the the Club may call 574-250-0103.
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